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Jin, Xueyan. (2022). Research on Korean negative polarity items ‘tong’ and
‘yeong’: From the perspective of Korean language education. The Linguistic
Association of Korea Journal, 30(4), 41-62. This paper aims to research Negative
Polarity Items "tong’ and ’yeong’ from the perspective of Korean language education.
The analysis is done from three aspects: previous research, dictionary, and corpus.
First of all, previous research revealed that different researchers have different
opinions on the Syntagmatic Relation between ’tong’ and ’‘yeong’. Besides, some
problems occurred when vocabulary learning orders were set for Korean learners
and no applicable scheme was put forward for Korean language education. Second,
the analysis of dictionaries shows that “tong’ and ’‘yeong’ are synonyms, which
explains why Korean learners may find it difficult to distinguish them. Moreover the
four dictionaries analyzed in this paper did not provide detailed word meanings,
syntagmatic relation, and samples. Finally, actual usages of Korean native speakers
are analyzed in an objective way and samples from a corpus are also explored.
Generally speaking, ‘yeong’ is used more frequently, which indicates that native
Korean speakers use "yeong’ more widely. Specifically speaking, ‘tong’ is often used
in negative sentences while ‘yeong’ does not show much difference in its usage
frequency in negative and positive sentences. This paper also shows that "tong’ and
‘yeong’ show a tendency of respective combination in sentences, which is explained
in detail.
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