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Kim, Haeryeong; Liang, Muhan & Gao, Fei. (2018). Research on the cognitive
processing mechanism of Korean Chinese learners’ Chinese character. The Linguistic
Association of Korea Journal, 26(3), 159-178. This study mainly explores how different
native writing systems impact the L2 learners’ learning mechanism of Chinese
characters and their methods in order to identify the relations between the
orthography and pronunciation of characters. For this study, we collected data from
thirty L2 Chinese learners consisting of ten elementary and ten intermediate Korean
students, and ten intermediate European students. Questionnaire data was analyzed
with SPSS 19.0. After analyzing the data, we identified the difficulties South Korean
learners with different language proficiencies faced in learning Chinese characters,
and also how their orthographies influenced their pronunciation (both the Pinyin
and tones) and how these patterns differed from those of their Western peers. The
findings are as follows: for the accuracy of Pinyin and tones, the main effect of
character typology was significant, for both the Western learners and their South
Korean peers, their learning mechanism is influenced by character typology; there is
significant difference between groups based on different native writing systems,
suggesting mnative writing systems have mno influence on learners’ learning

mechanism. These findings have practical implications for the Chinese classroom.

FA|ol(Key Words): #2210} S52HL2 learner), B¢ A} W] (native writing background),
@2} 85 7]A|(learning mechanism of Chinese characters), ¥4} 3l(teaching
Chinese characters)
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