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Joo, Yunha & Uhm, Chul Joo. (2019). Content analysis of reading passages of North Korean high school English
textbooks in the Kim Jong-un era. 7he Linguistic Association of Korea Journal 274), 21-36. The purpose of this
study is twofold: to examine the characteristics of reading passages’ themes of the current North Korean High school
English textbooks, and to find out the similarities and differences between North and South Korean textbooks in
terms of the above characteristics. To this end, we analyzed three North Korean English textbooks and the related
national curriculum which were revised in the Kim Jong—un era. The results show that topics such as science and
environment were introduced most frequently in the English textbooks. In addition, various topics such as school life,
foreign cultures and stories appeared in the reading passages in a balanced way. This confirms that North Korea
attempts to teach English through themes of a wide range of topics. And some materials that support socialism and
the Kim Jong—un regime were also found. Interestingly, compared to previous studies, no materials containing
anti-American or anti-South Korean attitudes were found. Comparing the contents of two Koreas' English textbooks,
we found that English textbooks in North Korea deal with themes similar to those in South Korea that follow the
standards set forth in our curriculum. Through this study, we hope to understand a glimpse of reality, which is
reflected in the textbooks, of North Korea's English education.

FAoj(Key Words): &3t Jojw-S(North Korea English education), &+ IF5stw FJoJw b4 (North Korean
High school English textbook), &3t gojw8 A (English National Curriculum in South and North
Korea), W& E4(content analysis)
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How Happy They are! o s o, - o __ Sporting Activities
oun; inner S or /1 o last 6
It was June, Juche 101(2012). A lot of children came to Pyongyang by Sun Hui won the first prize in an %ncmnunyml music competition. She is 4,7 o o A0 wm—i‘: (;lnr:'m.“ ?'f‘fz_nvu]:!-:l ﬁjf 1‘6 d‘f\)'s and the
air, by train and by bus. The respected Marshal Kim Jong Un invited only twelve years old |y o *Tgf’ o ”t >' . P‘CS’ ast for 12 days including the d‘a,v
them to Pyongyang. Chung Il and Hyo Sim were among them. | & \I A ‘\L opening ceremony. In the Sm.mncr Olympics
Chung Il came from an island in the West Sea of Korea. He was one She isifram P « capital of the DPRK. She lives there with her “L >P°’_"5 mes and Women CU{"PL‘{S in more than 30
of the seven- children on e island. He She's shib e e cvents including running, swimming and football.

was tall and strong. His father was [ In the Winter Olympics they compete in skiing,
working at the lighthouse. Chung Il
said, “My family used to be an ordinary O

one, but now it isn’t. Everyone knows |
me and my family because I have met [

the respected Marshal Kim Jong Un.

ongyang Music School where a lot of musical i
skating, etc.

_ﬁ _a
N The number of countries sending athletes has
\Y L increased from 13 at the first modern Olympics to
)\ A nearly 200 in the twenty-first century. Our country

started to send the athletes to the Winter Olympics

When I leave school, I'll become a \
soldier who is loyal to him.” f b in 1964 and the Summer Olympics in 1972. Our

Hyo Sim came from a village far away from Pyongyang. She was of ( L& \‘@ athletes have won a lot of medals in several events.
medium height and pretty. Her parents were taking care of the forest. \"1&&.' In the 2012 London Olympics our athletes won
Hyo Sim said, “I used to dream about the great festival in Pyongyang. four gold medals (one in judo and three in

My dream has come true. I'll never forget the great honour and tra in her country weightlifting). Now our country is developing into a sports power under the
happiness. I'll remain true to the respected Marshal Kim Jong Un.” wise leadership of the respected Marshal Kim Jong Un.

Not only Chung 11 and Hyo Sim but also all the children in our 1 “arn
country have made the same decision. A bright future will be theirs

forever.

She says, “It was amazing. | really didn’t think [ would win the prize. | stil

¢ it - sometimes | think I'm dreaming, and in a minute I'll wake §

Marshal Kim Jong Un who |
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How his dream came true

Healthy trees are important to us all. Trees provide shade, beauty, and homes
for animals in the nature. Trees give us products like paper and wood. Trees can
give us all this only if they are healthy. They must be well cared for to remain
healthy.

Healthy trees are beautiful. They make our world a pleasant place to live in.
Unhealthy trees are not so beautiful and they make the world less pleasant.
Healthy trees help to cool and clean the air. Unhealthy trees cannot help or

Vinalon is an artificial fibre used for making clothes, tent, net, rope, etc. It is
made from limestone and smokeless coal. It is so strong that it hardly breaks up
even in sea water. In addition, it easily takes in liquid through its surface.
Vinalon doesn’t usually let heat pass through; this means clothes made of
vinalon make people feel less cold. Now it is replacing cotton which needs a lot
of land and hard work to produce.

protect the environment. Trees, like people, are disturbed by changes around Vinalon was invented by Ri Sung Gi, one of the well-known chemists in the

them. The construction of buildings is a major cause of damage to trees. world. He was born in 1905. In 1939 he succeeded in making vinalon for the
Signs of tree disease may not be seen right away. Sometimes it takes many first time in the world. After that he began his research on producing vinalon by

years for an affected tree to die. Trees are often damaged by changes at ground an industrial method. However, he couldn’t continue; he was sent to prison

level. Roots can be damaged when heavy building equipment passes over them. because he refused to work for the Japanese imperialists during the World War

Root injury, not trunk injury, is most likely to kill trees. II. He wished that his true fatherland had existed. He wanted to work for the
When homes are being built, concrete, bricks, or too much soil may be put country and the people.

around trees. This can change the amount of water and air that the roots get.
Trees with roots covered in this way cannot “breathe”. Putting a small well
around the trunk of a young tree may help. Trees should not be planted until all

His dream came true under the wamm care of the great leader Generalissimo Kim 11 Sung.
During the Fatherland Liberation War the great leader helped him continue his

construction high been-completed. rcsg—:arch.op producing Avinalt?n. by the industrial mc(hoq and I_]r Ri's team
You.can prevent daminge to older trees near construction sités by puting .f'I[‘llSth it ina ghuﬁ period of llfne As a result, the first vinalon Ia;tory started
fences around them. Remember, careless building and road construction kills its production in May 1961. Since then we have had our own independent
" vinalon industry. Now it has developed into a big Juche-type modern industry
In our country a lot of trees have been planted on the mountains and they are lh_anks to the wise lca}dership of our Party. If he hadn’t come into the bosom of
being kept healthy by the people with Kim Jong II's patriotism in their mind. his true fatherland, Ri Sung Gi wouldn’t have realized his dream.
IgE8 38 WibM 5EH 17| A2 <—T‘-E.‘s§*ﬂ 3oHA witd 7S Q17| A2
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2. Mr What and Mr Not

Mr Knott was a teacher. He taught in a big school in London. He lived a long
way from the school, so he was usually quite tired when he got home.

At nine o’clock one evening when he was in bed, the telephone bell rang in the
hall of his small house. So he went downstairs, picked up the telephone and said,
“This is White bridge 3165, Who’s speaking, please?’

‘Watt,” a man answered.

‘What's your name, please?” said Mr Knott.

‘Watt's my name,” was the answer.

‘Yes, [ asked you that. What’s your name?" Mr Knott said again,

‘I told you, Watt's my name,’ said the other man. ‘Are you Jack Smith?”

‘No, I'm Knott,” answered Mr Knott.

“Will you give me your name, please?” said Mr Watt.
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3. A good man

One night there was a heavy snowstorm, and in the morning Mr Smith’s garden
was full of deep snow. Mr Smith wanted to take his car out, so he paid a man to
clean the path from his garage to his gate. He said to this man, ‘Don’t throw any
snow on that side, because it will damage the bushes in my garden and don’t throw
any on the other side, because it will break my fence. And don’t throw any into the
street, or the police will be angry.” Then Mr Smith went out. When he came back,
the path was clean and the snow from it was not on the bushes, or the fence, or the
street. Mr Smith was very pleased — until he opened the garage to get his car out!
The garage was full to the top with all the snow from the path, and his car was
somewhere under it all!
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. No trouble with Greek

. Mr What and Mr Not

. A good man

. Secrets from trees

. Deserts are growing!

. Robots
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. The Lion and the Mouse
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. Life in Space

. Think of the Future!

. Two Healthful Plants

. Animals in Danger
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. Monkey Looks for Trouble

. Tiger and the Big Wind

. The Spider and the Turtle

. The Mystery of the Universe

. Medicine, Mind and Magic

. Great Inventions
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1. The Lion and the Mouse

One day a lion was sleeping. A mouse ran over his face and woke him up. The
lion was angry. He caught the mouse and said, “I'll eat you up. That will teach
you not to wake up the king of the animals!”

But the mouse cried, “Please don’t eat me. I didn’t want to wake you up. I'm

very sorry. Please let me go. You will be glad some day. If you do this for me, I
will do something for you.”

The lion laughed at the mouse. “A little animal like you? How can you help a
big, strong animal like me?” But he also thought, “This mouse really is very small
He’s too small for dinner. He’s even too small for a snack.” So he let the mouse

go.

A few days later, some hunters came and caught the lion. They tied him to a
tree with strong ropes. Then they left him and went to the village. They wanted to
. s ’ keep the lion and sell him to the zoo. But

" o il

they needed more men.

The lion roared and roared. He was
very angry, but he couldn’t move. The
mouse heard the roaring and ran to him

“Now you will see what | can do for
you,” he said, Little by little, the mouse

cut through the ropes with his teeth. Soon

the lion was free.

(one of Aesop's Fables from Greece)
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3. The Spider and the Turtle

One evening Spider was about to have dinner. He had some very nice, hot
yams (sweet potatoes) to eat. He heard a knock on the door. It was Turtle, who
was returning from a long trip. He was very tired and very hungry.

“Could I please have some of your yams?" he asked Spider. “Thev smell so
good.”

Spider did not want to give Turtle any yams. He wanted to eat them all himself.
lh}_ut he dxdu‘lrvnf:u. pcogle o say bad things (Ibl.l‘l!f )‘“\'-’v'//k_‘_j‘:\“=‘
him. So he said, “Come in, my friend. Come and sit %"#,Q’ ~——
down and have some yams.” e "}« ¢«

But when Turtle put out a hand to take some s
food, Spider said, “Wait! Look at your hands.
They're very dirty! In this country, people wash §!
their hands before they cat. Please go and wash )T j
yours.”
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Dear Jane,
There’s an old saying: “Breakfast like a King, lunch like a prince, dine
Dmm Iulm, like a poor man.” In most countries, dinner is the biggest meal of the day.
I'm writing to you to get yuur advice about breakfast. 1 mm"thrce So why does this saying tell us to eat a big breakfast instead?
friends and asked them, “Do you like a big breakfast or a light one? The answer is in the word “breakfast” tself. It means the “breaking” of
Tom said, “1 have a light breakfast. Moming is the time when I'm very a “fast” — a long period without eating. The time between dinner and
busy.” Helen said, “1 usually skip breakfast. But in the evening I have a breakfast can be more than twelve hours, so the meal that breaks your fast
big meal. My family sometimes go to the restaurants where we can have § is very importait. It should be healthy and nutritious. The food that you
a big dinner.” Mike said, “I like a big breakfast. I need energy for my have for breakfast gives you the energy for the most active part of your
daily activities.” Who do you think is right? day. ' ) _
I’'m looking forward to your reply. Itis p;u(.?d l_u have breakfast with a lot of protein and carbohydrates. One
iy example is rice, soup and an egg. Another example is bread and milk. The
Yours sincerely, important thing is to start your day with breakfast and get the nutrition
Jane that vou need.

Yours sincerely,
John
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Same Gestures, Different Meanings
Travelling in a foreign country can be exciting, but it can also be confusing.
A professor who was teaching English in Bulgaria had a strange experience.
One day he went to a restaurant for dinner. He asked the waiter, “Do you have
stuffed cabbage today?” He nodded his head. The professor eagerly waited, l{ /Va{fa”ﬁ@ with G‘fee‘é
but the cabbage never came. In that country, 4 nod means “no”. In some
situations we may have problems if we are not familiar with the gestures in Mr Day was a teacher at a school in a h,‘g ,_‘;’1),» in the north of Eng!und. He
Wt Even simple grestings can be done usually went to France or Germany for a few weeks during his summer holidays,
differently in different parts of the world. In and he spoke French and German qui(g well.
our country it is common to bow when we meet
someone. In Europe people generally shake But one year Mr Day said to one of his friends, ‘I’m going to have a holiday in
e : ; Athens. But I don’t speak Greek, so I'll go to evening classes and have Greek
In North American countries, people usually
raise an index finger and then bend and lessons for a month before I go.’
over. Or they raise the hand nn;l::i:‘lg:;::rl‘]:\lgr::l:l\i::digttesr‘\)\l?::::’lll:‘e:uun:;\ He studied very hard for a month, and then his hnlidﬂys began and he went to
someone. To get someone’s attention they either raise their hand abov -c. their Greece.
head or wave it. But it means “go away” in some other countries like Ttaly and
Greece When he came back a few weeks later, his friend said to him, ‘Did you have
A simple response can be misunderstood as well. For t ble with your Greek when vou were in Athens?’
example, the “thumbs-up” sign is commonly used to mean ARy TOLSIC WLy OUL 4 #
“Well donet™ or “You're right!” However, it is considered a ‘No, I didn’t have any trouble with it," answered Mr Day. ‘But the Greeks did!”
very rude gesture in some countries.
In short, when you travel to a different country, be
careful about your gestures so that you won’t upset anyone.
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