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2. Literature Review
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Table 1. Taxonomy of Linking Adverbials (Liu, 2008)
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3. Methods
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Table 2. The Size of Corpus Data
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4. Results

4.1. Overall Frequency of Linking Adverbials

Table 3. Frequencies of LAs in LC and NC
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4.2. Developmental Changes over Time

Table 4. Frequency Comparisons by LA Type across Years of Study



A Corpus-based Analysis of Chinese EFL Learners’ Use of Linking Adverbials∣ 57

Table 5. Chi-square Tests of Between-groups Differences
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Figure 1. Comparison by LA Type across Groups (F/M)
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4.3. Frequently Used Expressions

Table 6. The Most Frequently Used LAs by Group
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4.4. Linking Adverbials Overused and Underused in the Learner Corpus
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Table 7. LAs Overused by First Graders
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Table 8. LAs Overused by Second Graders
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Table 9. LAs Overused by Third Graders
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Table 10. LAs Overused by Fourth Graders
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Table 11. LAs Underused by Chinese EFL Students
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5. Discussion
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