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ThepurposeofthisstudyistoshowhowaKoreanchildlearneracquiresEnglish

grammar.ThelanguageinformantnamedArongwasa3rdgraderin2009andshe

participatedinawordlesspicturebookdescriptiontaskforfouryearsfrom 2009.

Herdescriptionwasrecordedontoadigitalvoicerecorderonceamonth,threeor

fourtimesperyear.Tofindouthowthelanguageinformant’sEnglishgrammar

developed,specialattentionwaspaidtotheanalysisofNPs,VPs,ditransitive

alternations,expletive Subjectconstructions,and Passive constructions.The

followingarethefindings:first,Arong’sNPsbecamesystematicandstabilizedas

thelanguagesamplingproceeded.Thedatashow thatsheacquiredtheruleof

Pronominalization.From thebeginningoflanguagesamplingshebegantouse

varioustypesofPronouns.Second,Arong’sVPsalsobecamesystematicand

stabilized.Third,Arongused[VPgive,NP(IO),NP(DO)]morefrequentlythan[VPgive,

NP(DO),PP(IO)].Fourth,ArongseemedtoacquiretheexpletiveSubjectandits

constructions.Finally,ArongunderstoodtheconceptofPassivevoice.Wecan

tracehereffortstoexpressasentenceinPassivevoiceinherperformanceoftwo

tasks.
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1. Introduction

InKorea,Englishwasimplementedtotheelementaryschoolcurriculumasa

regularsubjectin1997.IthasbeenobservedthatKoreanelementaryschool

students’communicativecompetenceisenhancingyearafteryear.Whenwesay

a6
th
graderinKoreacanspeakEnglish,however,wedonotknow how well

shespeaksandbywhatprocessshedevelopedherEnglish.Asafollow-up

studyofLee(2008),theresearcherhasbeencollectinglanguagesamplesof

elementaryschoolstudents’narrativedescriptioneveryyear(Lee,2010;Lee,

2011;Lee,2013).Themoredatawecollect,themorewecantellaboutthe

languagedevelopmentofKoreanlearnersofEnglish.

ThepurposeofthisstudyistoshowhowaKoreanchildlearnerdevelops

herEnglish grammar.Thiscasestudy isbased on theanalysisofher

spontaneousutterancescollectedoverthecourseoffouryears.Thelanguage

sampling wasconducted asfollows:forfourmonthsfrom Septemberto

Decemberin2009;forthreemonthsfrom OctobertoDecemberin2010;for

anotherthreemonthsfrom SeptembertoNovemberin2011;andforanother

fourmonthsfrom SeptembertoDecemberin2012.Tofind outhow the

languageinformant’sEnglishgrammardeveloped,specialattentionwaspaidto

the analysis of NPs, VPs, ditransitive alternations, expletive Subject

constructions,andPassiveconstructions.

OnlyalimitednumberofstudieshavepaidattentiontotheKoreanchild

learners’acquisitionofEnglishgrammar(Choi,H.,2003;Choi,I.,2003;Kim,

2007;Lee,2011;Lee,2013).Furthermore,researchonKoreanchildlearners’

acquisitionofEnglishgrammarbasedonlongitudinalstudieshasrarelybeen

conducted.Thus,morestudieslikethisarerequired.

2. Theoretical Background

2.1. Spontaneous utterance

Bialystok(1978,p.74)classifieslanguagelearners’outputintotwotypesof

responses:TypeIResponsesandTypeIIResponses.Theformeris‘spontaneous
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andimmediate’whilethelatteris‘deliberateandoccursafteradelay’.Whena

languagelearnerisaskedtonarratethestoryofawordlesspicturebook,her

responsesmustbespontaneousandimmediate.TheTypeIResponseswillshow

how bighervocabularysizeisandhow complexhergrammaris.Thus,a

languageinformant’snarrativedescription ofwordlesspicturebookswas

recordedataregularinterval.

2.2. Learner language and errors

Anyspeechutteredbyalanguagelearneriscalled‘learnerlanguage’.Inthis

study,learnerlanguageisregardedasInterlanguage,followingSelinker(1972),

becauseitisnotafixedlanguageatafinalstate,butanintermediatestate

whichisintheprocessofdevelopmentuptothestateof(near)native-like

competence.Thus,anyutterancesdeviatedfromanadultnativespeaker’snorm

arecalled‘errors’.Errorsarefrequentlyobservedinthenaturalprocessof

languagedevelopment.Ontheotherhand,mistakesareconsideredwhatshould

becorrected(Cf.Corder(1967)andhisfollowers).

2.3. Token versus type in word count

Whattocountin theanalysisofalanguageinformant’sspontaneous

utterancesiscrucialbecausewordtokensshowhercurrentlevelofproficiency

muchbetterthanwordtypes.Ifalanguagelearneruttered‘going’,‘go’,and

‘went’inonesession,forexample,wecansaythatsheusedonewordtype,but

threewordtokens.Sincewordtokensincludemoreinformationaboutthe

learner’sgrammaticalknowledgethanwordtypes,wordtokensonlywere

countedinthisstudy.

2.4. Dysfluencies in the analysis of oral production

Alanguageinformant’sspontaneousutterancesoftenincludemanycasesof

dysfluenciessuchasfalsestarts,repetitions,andself-corrections.Tocountword

tokens,Ellis&Barkhuizen’s(2005,p.148)followingconsiderationwasadopted.

Thedefinitionofeachdysfluencyandhowtohandlethem areshowninTable

1.



72∣ In Lee

Phenomena Definition HowtoHandle

Falsestart

‘an utterancethatisbegun and then either

abandonedaltogetherorreformulatedinsome

way’

Excludedfrom

wordcount

Repetition ‘thespeakerrepeatspreviouslyproducedspeech’

Excludedfrom

wordcountunless

repetitionisfor

rhetoricaleffect

Self-correction

‘thespeakeridentifiesanerroreitherduringor

immediatelyfollowingproductionandstopsand

reformulatesthespeech’

Thefinalversion

onlyisincluded.

Table 1. Handling dysfluencies in the analysis of oral production

Let’sconsiderthefollowing.Fourdigitsenclosedinparenthesesattheend

ofeachutterancereferto‘theendingtimeofutteranceinminutesandseconds’;

forexample,(0029)standsforzerominutesand 29seconds.Eightdigits

enclosedinsquarebracketsrefertothedateofeachsession;forexample,

[10072010]standsfor‘October7,2010’.Acomma(,)intranscriptions,hereand

thereafter,indicatesthelanguageinformant’sbriefpause.Excludedtokenswere

crossedoutinthetranscription.

(1)Falsestart

a.And,herundownto,ah,he,go,hetalktohermother,ani,his

mother,“Iwantthisbread.”(0029)[10072010]

b.Andaplantgrow,seedgrow,andgrow.(0213)[11042010]

Asweseein(1),thelanguageinformantmadeafalsestartinherutterance.She

immediatelyreformulatedherutterance.Thus,hertokensherundowntoin(1a)

wereexcludedfrom wordcountbecausetheyarefalsestarts.TheNP,her

mother,in(1a)isanexampleofSelf-correction,whichwillbediscussedbelow.

(2)Repetition

a.Andthatbird’s,thatbird’smotherandfather,gavebabybird,a

bread.(0103)[09052011]

b.Thatseedwasgrowing,growing,andgrowing.(0138)[10052011]



A Korean Child Learner’s Acquisition of English Grammar: A Four-year Long Case Study∣ 73

ExamplesofRepetitionareshownin(2).Therepeatedexpressionin(2a),that

bird’s,wasexcludedfrom thewordcount.(2b)isatypicalexamplewherea

repeatedwordwasincludedinthewordcountbecauseitsrepetitionwasfor

rhetoriceffect.Thus,theverb,growing,wascountedthreetimes.

(3)Self-correction

a.And,herundownto,ah,he,go,hetalktohermother,ani,his

mother,“Iwantthisbread.”(0029)[10072010]

b.Andaplantgrow,seedgrow,andgrow.(0213)[11042010]

When the language informant recognized her errors,she immediately

reformulatedherutterance.Then,herfinalversiononlywasincludedinthe

wordcount.SometimessheutteredaNegationAdverbinKorean,ani,to

indicatethatsheidentifiedhererrors.

3. Research Design

3.1 Language informant

Inthefirstsemesterofthe2009academicyear,twogirlsinthe3
rd
gradeand

oneboyinthe6thgradewererandomlyselectedaslanguageinformants,and

Arongwasoneofthem.Theresearcheraskedhisuniversitystudentstocarry

outaprojectonSecondLanguageAcquisition(SLA)andtheywereallowedto

chooseoneoftwooptions:eitherwritingareportonher/hisowninformant’s

languagedevelopmentorsummarizingafewchaptersofanyreferencesonSLA.

Ifastudentselectedtheformerasher/hisproject,thestudenthadtofollowthe

followingprocedures.First,contacther/hisowninformanteveryotherweek

andconductatleastfoursessionsoflanguagesampling.Second,chooseoneof

theKoreanfolktalebookswritteninKoreananduseitasalanguagesampling

kit.Third,asktheinformanttotellthestoryinEnglishandrecordher/his

spontaneousutterances.Fourth,savetheaudiofileontothecomputerand

transcribetherecordedfile.Fifth,analyzethetranscribeddataandwritea

reporton the informant’s language developmentwith reference to the
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vocabularyandsentencestructures.

Theresearcherchoseeightreportswhichseemedtobeworthyoffurther

studyand thencontactedeachinformant’smotherand her/hishomeroom

teachertoobtaintheirpermissiontopursuefurtherstudy.Onlythreestudents’

mothersconsentedtocollecttheirchild’slanguagesamplesandArongwasthe

onlystudenttheresearchercouldcollectherspontaneousutterancesfrom for

fourconsecutiveyears.SheiscalledAronginthisstudyonconditionof

anonymity.

WhentheresearcherbegantocollectArong’slanguagesamples,shewas

livinginJCityinKorea.ShewasratheranearlybirdinEnglisheducation.

Whenshewasapreschoolchild,hermotherreadEnglishstorybookstoheror

showedhervideomaterialsforEnglisheducation.ShehadbeentakingEnglish

classesinahakwon‘privateinstitute’since2009.Inaddition,shetravelledtothe

Philippineswithherfamilyduringhersummervacationandattendedan

overseasintensiveEnglishcampduringthewintervacationin2010.Shejoined

anotherintensiveEnglishcampofferedinCanadaduringthewintervacationin

2011.In2012shewasexertingalmostallofherenergyandtimeonlyto

learningEnglish;shestudiedaboutthreehoursaday,sevendaysaweek.She

wasanalphagirlinherclassasfaraslearningEnglishisconcerned.

3.2. Instruments

A singletaskofnarratingawordlesspicturebookwasadministeredto

Arongtocollectherspontaneousutterances.Thefollowingtwopicturebooks

wereusedforthistask:AcircleoffriendsbyGioraCarmi(2003)andFrogonhis

ownbyMercerMayer(1973).TheformeriscalledPictureBookA[henceforth

abbreviatedtoPBa]andthelatter,PictureBookB[henceforthabbreviatedto

PBb].WhenthesetwobookswerepresentedtoArongin2009,shedecidedto

trynarratingPBaonly.However,shebegantodescribebothofthem in2010

andthereafter.

In2012,asemi-structuredtaskwasaddedtothedescribing-a-picturebook

task.TheadditionaltaskwastocompleteasentencewhoseSubjectwas

provided asacue.Theresearcherwasinterested in thefollowing three

questions:(i)HowdoesthelanguageinformantacquireaditransitiveVerbsuch
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asgiveanditsconstruction?(ii)HowdoessheacquireanexpletiveSubjectsuch

asItorThereand itsconstruction? and (iii)Did she acquire Passive

constructions?Thus,foursceneswereselectedfrom PBaandtwoscenes,from

PBb.AnexamplepictureforthesentencecompletiontaskisshowninFigure1.

Fortheotherpictures,refertotheAppendix.

Figure 1. An example of the sentence completion task
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Dates
Duration

withPBa

Duration

withPBb

2009

Session1 September4 01:22
Session2 October9 01:53
Session3 November6 02:09
Session4 December4 01:57

2010
Session1 October7 03:04 04:06
Session2 November4 02:19 03:40
Session3 December2 01:51 02:52

2011
Session1 September5 01:43 02:35
Session2 October5 01:49 02:49
Session3 November4 01:39 02:32

2012

Session1 September5 01:43 02:07
Session2 October17 02:00 02:12
Session3 November7 02:06 02:49
Session4 December5 02:15 02:55

3.3. Data collection procedures

TheresearcherstartedtomeetArongonceamonthforfourmonthsfrom

SeptembertoDecember,2009andlanguagesamplingwithhercontinueduntil

2012.Eachsessionoflanguagesamplingwasconductedinherclassroom after

schoolonprearrangeddates.Table2showswhenandforhow longeach

sessiontookplace.Fourdigitswithcolonsinbetweenundertheheadingof

DurationwithPBa/PBbrefertotherecordingtimeinminutesandseconds;for

example,‘01:22’means‘Itlastedfor1minuteand22seconds’.Itwasherfirst

timetonarrateapicturebookinEnglish.

Table 2. Dates & Duration of Each Session 

TheresearcherpresentedtwopicturebookstoAronginthefirstsessionof

languagesamplingin2009.Whenshewasaskedtonarratethosetwobooksin

English,shedecidedtotrydescribingPBaonly.Thus,foursessionsoflanguage

samplingwithPBawererecordedin2009.However,shedescribedbothbooks

in2010andthereafter.In2010theresearcherforgottocontacttheinformant’s

motherandherhomeroom teacherinadvancetogetpermissiontocollect

languagedata;thus,thefirstlanguagesamplingwasdelayeduntilOctober7,

2010.That’swhytheresearchercollectedherdataonlythreetimesin2010.Since

ArongjoinedanotherintensiveEnglishtrainingcampofferedinCanadaduring

herwintervacationin2011,thelanguagesamplingsessionshadtostopon
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November4.However,theresearchercouldcollectArong’sperformancedata

fourtimesagainin2012.

BeforeArongstartedtotellthestory,shewasallowedtothumbthroughthe

pagesofthebook.Hernarrationwasrecordedwithadigitalvoicerecorder

(Model:SVR-S820)andtherecordedfilewassavedontothecomputer.The

researchertranscribedtheaudiofilesandthenanalyzedthetranscribeddata.

Recordingtimewasnotfixed.IfArongfinishednarratingthestoryofthe

picturebooksheselected,theresearcherstoppedrecording.

Datacollectionofhernarrativeperformanceresumedduringthesecond

semesterofthe2010academicyear.WhentheresearcheraskedArongifshe

couldnarratethosetwobooks,shedecidedtotrynarratingbothofthem.The

sameproceduresbywhichArong’sspontaneousutteranceswererecordedin

2009wereadopted.LanguagesamplingwithArongresumedin2011and2012.

3.4. Data analysis procedures

Transcriptions based on digitalvoice recording ofArong’s narrative

performancewereanalyzed.TofindouthowherEnglishgrammardeveloped,

thefollowingmeasurementsweretaken:

First,asentenceiscomposedofanNPandaVP,soNPsandVPssheused

ineachsessionofherperformancewerecounted.Ifwetakeintoaccountthe

constituentsofeachphrase,wecantellhowcomplexhergrammaris.

Second,ditransitivealternationssheshowedineachsessionoflanguage

samplingweretakenintoaccount.Thenthealternationswerecomparedwith

thechangesinthesentencecompletiontask.Theresultswillushow the

languageinformant’sInterlanguagedevelopedwithreferencetoaditransitive

verbanditsconstruction.

Third,theusageofan expletiveSubjectsuch asItorThereand its

constructionsweretakenintoaccount.Arong’sspontaneousandimmediate

responsesin thedescribing-a-picturebook task werecompared with her

responsesinthesentencecompletiontask.

Finally,thePassiveconstructionsweretakenintoaccount.Arong’susageof

Passiveconstructioninherpicturebookdescriptiontaskwascomparedwith

thatinhersentencecompletiontask.
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NPs

2009

S1

bakery;abay;bird(2);abread;onechildren;aflower;he(3);aman;thisman;

money;mother;hermother;mud;muffin;amuffin;aplant;arain;there(2);

this;thetrees [20]

S2

bakery;bench;bird(2);abird;babybird(3);ababybird;oneboy(3);a

bread(3);thebread;thechair;onegrandpa;thegrandpa(3);he(4);Mom(2);

plant(2);oneplant;theplant;the(N);there [19]

S3

thebakery;thebench(2);bird;abird;babybird(2);ababybird(2);aboy;the

oneboy;bread(2);abread(3);aflower;grandpa;onegrandpa(2);thegrandpa;

he(2);it;mother;theoutside;plant;theplant;she(3);thestair;the(N);there;

thetree [25]

S4

thebaby;thebakery;thebench;abird;babybird(2);motherfatherbird;boy;

theboy;bread;abread;thebread(2);aflower;theflower;grandpa(2);the

grandpa;theonegrandpa;he;amoney;themoney;mother;therained;seed;

theseeds;thestairs;theup;thewater;thewindow [27]

2010

S1

bakery;thebalcony;thebench(2);bird(2);babybird;thebabybird(2);their

babybird;thebird(3);theboy(2);abread(2);hisbread;thisbread;aflower(2);

thatgrandfather;thisoldgrandfather;he(15);him;I;oldman;oneoldman;

theoldman;money;nomoney;hismother;amuffin(2);themuffin;one;a

manyrain;seed;theseed;thesky;someone;thestair;there(2);they(2);the

window [36]

S2

thebakery;theirbaby;abakery;thebalcony;thebench(2);thebird;thebaby

bird;thebirds;threebirds;thethreebirds;theboy(2);thebread;thatcountry;

aflower;oldgrandpa;aonegrandpa;thegrandpa(2);theoldgrandpa(2);

he(3);it;hisMom(2);themoney(2);themuffin(3);amanyrain;seed;aseed;

theseed(2);there(5)[28]

4. Results and discussion

4.1. Development of NPs 

4.1.1.NPsArongusedinthedescribing-a-picturebooktaskwithPBa

TheaveragenumberofNPsArongusedinthepicturebookdescriptiontask

withPBaincreasedfrom 25NPsin2009to31NPsin2010&2011,thento33

NPsin2012.SpecificexamplesofNPsareshowninTable3.Underscoredwords

inthelistofNPsreferto‘wordtokensinappropriatetothegivensituationor

wordtokensunclearlyheard’.Numeralsinparenthesesstandfor‘thefrequency

ofthetokenusedineachsession’andthoseinsquarebrackets,‘thetotal

numberofNPsusedinthesession’.

Table 3. NPs Arong used in the describing-a-picture book task with PBa
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S3

theirbaby;thebalcony;thebench;abird;babybird;thebird;thebabybird;

oneofthebirds;aboy;theboy;abread(2);somebread;acloud;the

grandfather(3);onegrandpa;he(6);I;Mom;hisMom;amoney;themuffin(2);

therain;aseed;theseed(3);thestair;asunflower;there;thetree;thewindow

[29]

2011

S1

thebakery;theboy’sbalcony;thebench;bird;abird;babybird;thatbird(2);

thebird(2);boy(2);abread(3);thatbread;acloud;acupcake;he(10);it;one

man;theman;thatoldman;theoldman;money;hismother;thatbird’s

motherand father;muffin;one;rain;aseed;theseed(3);thestair;a

sunflower(2);that(2);there;thetree [32]

S2

ababybird;thebabybird;thatbabybird(2);theirbabybird;thebakery;the

balcony(2);abench;thatbird(2);threebirds;oneboy;theyoungerboy;a

bread(3);acupcake(2);thecupcake;man;aoneman;thatman(3);hismoney;

somemoney;seed;aseed(2);thestairs;asunflower;that;there(3);atree;the

window [27]

S3

theirbaby;ababybird;thebabybird(3);abakery;thebalcony;thebench(2);

abird;thebird;thatbirds;oneboy;theboy;acloud;acupcake(2);thedoor;

he(7);him;it(2);oldman;aoneoldman;thatoldman(2);theoldman;Mom;

amoney;amuffin;themuffin;aseed;thatseed;theseed;thestairs;a

sunflower;that(2);there(3);atree;thewindow [34]

2012

S1

theirbaby;babybird;thatbabybird;thebabybird;thebakery;thebench;

bird;abird;thebird(2);boy(2);acloud;grandfather(3);onegrandfather;that

grandfather(2);he(7);him;theirhome;it;hisMom;amoney;muffin;a

muffin(3);thatmuffin;themuffin;someofthemuffin;aseed;thatseed;the

seed;thesoil;asunflower;there(3);they;thewindow [33]

S2

babybird;ababybird;thatbabybird;thebabybird(2);thebakery;the

bench(3);oneboy;theboy;thatbread;thebread;acloud;grandfather;that

grandfather;thegrandfather;onegrandpa;thegrandpa;he(11);him;his

house;it(3);somemoney;hismother;amuffin(2);themuffin;babybird’s

parents;aseed;theseed(2);thesoil;thestairs;asunflower;there(3);thetree;

thewindow [33]

S3

babybird(2);thatbabybird;thebabybird;ababybirdandparentsbird;the

bakery;thebalcony;thatgrandpa’sbench;thebench(4);bird;parentsbird;a

boy;theboy;abread;somebread;thecloud;aflower;onegrandfather;

grandpa;thatgrandpa;he(7);hishome;it(5);hisMom;amoney;amuffin(2);

themuffin;aseed;thatseed;theseed(2);thesky;thesoil;thestairs;there(3);

atree;thewindow(2)[35]

S4

babybird;thebabybird(2);thebakery;balcony;thebench;abirdfamily;that

bird;thatparentbird(2);aboy;thatboy;abread(2);thatbread;thecloud;

thatoldgrandfather(4);he(7);him(2);hishouse;it;anoldman;hisMom;

money;amuffin;themuffin;aseed;thatseed(3);thesky;thestairs;a

sunflower;there(3);atree;thewindow(2)[31]
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Let’sconsiderthespecificconstituentsoftheseNPs.Arongusedoneofthe

following19typesofNPs:[NPtheN],[NPProN],[NPaN],[NPN],[NPDemP,

N(s)],[NPQnt,N(s)],[NPPossP,N],[NPtheNs],[NPDemP,Adj,N],[NPtheAdj,

N],[NPaQnt,N],[NPtheQnt,N(s)],[NPAdj,N],[NP(a)Qnt,Adj,N].,[NPNP’s

N(s)],[NPoneoftheNs],[NPQntoftheN],[NPQnt,NandN],and[NPthe(N)].

HeretheabbreviationssuchasQnt,N(s),ProN,PossP,DemP,Adj,and[NPthe

(N)]referto‘Quantifiers’,‘singularorpluralNouns’,‘Pronouns’,‘Possessive

Pronouns’,‘DemonstrativePronouns’,‘Adjectives’,and‘anNPwithoutaNoun’,

respectively.

ThemostfrequentlyusedtypesofNPsare[NPtheN](158),[NPProN](153),[NP

aN](101),[NP N](72),[NP DemP,N(s)](33),[NP Qnt,N(s)](22),and[NP PossP,

N](21),inthisorder.Sheused72tokensofNPswhichconsistofabareNoun,

butmostNounsareprecededbyaDeterminersuchasadefinite/indefinite

Article,aDemonstrativePronounoraPossessivePronoun.Thelattertentypes

ofNPsinTable4arerelativelylowinfrequencyandtheyareerrorsdeviated

from nativeadultspeakers’norm.In2009sheusedsomeungrammaticalNPs

likeuncountableNounsprecededbyanArticleoranincompleteNP.However,

herNPsstabilizedmoreandmoreassamplingsessionsproceeded.In2012her

NPsbecamesystematic;ifArongmentionedanNPlikeamuffinorabirdearlier,

thensheusedthemuffinorthebirdlater,respectively.Theexamplesareshown

in(4).

(4)Whengrandfatherwokeup,therewasamuffin,muffin.(0036)

So,thatgrandfatheratethemuffin,andthen,uhm,hesaw abird.

(0045)

So,hegave,someofthemuffin,tothebird.(0051) [09052012]

Table4onthefollowingpageshowsthefrequencyofeachtypeofNP

Arongusedineachsessionoflanguagesampling.



A Korean Child Learner’s Acquisition of English Grammar: A Four-year Long Case Study∣ 81

Table 4. Frequency of each type of NP used in the description task with PBa

2009 2010 2011 2012
S
1

S
2

S
3

S
4

S
1

S
2

S
3

S
1

S
2

S
3

S
1

S
2

S
3

S
4

[theN] 0 7 8 13 16 20 17 8 6 12 9 18 16 9
[ProN] 6 5 7 1 24 9 8 15 4 15 16 16 15 13
[aN] 7 3 8 4 7 3 8 9 11 11 10 4 8 8
[N] 6 10 8 9 6 1 2 8 2 1 8 2 6 3
[DemP,

N(s)]
1 0 0 0 3 1 0 3 7 2 3 2 3 7

[Qnt,

N(s)]
1 5 2 0 1 1 2 1 3 1 1 3 2 0

[PossP,

N]
1 0 0 0 2 3 2 1 2 1 3 2 2 2

[theNs] 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 1
[DemP,

Adj,N]
0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 4

[theAdj,

N]
0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0

[aQnt,N] 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
[theQnt,

N(s)]
0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

[Adj,N] 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
[(a)Qnt,

Adj,N]
0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

[NP’s

N(s)]
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 1 0

[oneofthe

Ns]
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

[Qntof

theN]
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

[Qnt,N

&N]
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

[the(N)] 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

ItseemsthatArongacquiredtheruleofPronominalization.From the

beginningoflanguagesamplingshebegantousevarioustypesofPronouns:

PersonalPronouns,DemonstrativePronouns,IndefinitePronouns,Interrogative

Pronouns,andExpletivePronouns.Table5showswhattypeofPronounsshe

usedandhow ofteneachofthem wasused.
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NPs

2010

S1

baby;thebaby(2);thebaby‘ababycarriage’(2);bee(2);one,uhbee;thebee;

aboat;hisboat;theboat(2);abook;someofthebook;boy(2);aboy(2);his

boy;theboy(2);butterfly;bye-bye;hiscan;cat;acat;thecat(2);citypark;

thecitypark;myfriend;frog(6);afrog;thefrog(7);frogandhisdog;one

girlandoneman;he(6);I;milk;themilk;Mom;mother(2);hermother;one

motherwithonebaby;onething;she(2);acupofsomething;thepark;

there(3);they(2);this(2)[44]

S2

baby;thebaby;thebasket;abee;theboat(3);abook;boy;aboy;oneboy;

theboy(4);cat;thecat(4);thecitypark(2);acoffee(2);hisdog,frog,and

turtle;thedog;aflower;theflower(3);afly;afrog;thefrog(10);he(4);her

hand;it’s;onemanandonewoman(2);theman;amilk;thatmilk;the

mom;thebaby’smom;theirmom;themouth;apicnic;she;that(2);

there(3);they(2);histongue;histurtle,frog,anddog;woman [40]

S3

herbaby;thebaby(3);thebasket(2);abee;thebee(2);aboat;theboat(2);a

book;oneboy;theboy(3);bye;cat(3);thecat(2);citypark;acoffee;hisdog;

thefly;hisfriend;frog(4);afrog;thefrog(7);he(2);home;onemanandone

Table 5. NPs Arong used in the describing-a-picture book task with PBa

Pronouns

2009

S1 he(3);her;there(2);this(2);what[5]

S2 he(4);there [2]

S3 he(2);it;she(3);there;[4]

S4 he [1]

2010

S1 he(16);him(2);his(2);I;one;someone;their;there(2);they[9]

S2 he(3);his(2);it;there(5)[4]

S3 he(6);his;I;their;there [5]

2011

S1 he(10);his;it;that(2);there [5]

S2 he(7);his;that;their;there(3)[5]

S3 he(7);him;it(2);that(2);their;there(3)[6]

2012

S1 he(7);him;his(2);it;some;their;there(3);they [8]

S2 he(10);him;his(2);it(3);there(3)[5]

S3 he(9);his(2);it(5);there(3)[4]

S4 he(9);him(2);his;it;there(4)[5]

4.1.2.NPsArongusedinthedescribing-a-picturebooktaskwithPBb

ArongperformedthepicturebookdescriptiontaskwithPBbforthreeyears

from 2010to2012.TheaveragenumberofNPsArongusedinthistask

increasedasfollows:fromabout40NPsin2010to43NPsin2011,andthento

55NPsin2012.NPsArongusedinthistaskareshowninTable6.

Table 6. NPs Arong used in the describing-a-picture book task with PBb
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woman;amilk(2);mom;hismom;themouth;she(2);that;there(2);they;

his,turtle,frogandhisdog;onewomanwithbaby;thewoman [35]

2011

S1

baby(2);ababy;thebag;abee;thebee;aboat;thatboat;theboat(3);book;

thebowl(2);boy;thatboy;theboy;oneoftheboy;boy,and,dog,andfrog,

andturtle;cat(3);thecitypark;acouple;thecupandfrog;thedog;fly;

frog(9);afrog(2);thatfrog(2);thefrog(2);thatgirl;hand;he(3);theirhome;

it;thatman;thatmanandwoman;milk;amilk;Mom;amomandababy;

themom;hismouth;thepain;theriver;she(3);that;there;they [44]

S2

baby;thebaby;thebabyseat;abag‘basket’;abee;boat;aboat;theboat;

abook(2);thebowl;boy;oneboy;thatboy(2);theboy,andfrog,andturtle,

anddog;abutterfly;cat(2);thecat;acitypark;thecitypark;acouple;the

cup;thedog;adrink;afly;frog(3);afrog;thatfrog(3);thefrog(5);he(3);it;

theman;milk;Mom(3);amomwithbaby;hisMom;mother;thisplace(2);

theriver;she(4);something;there(2);they(3);his,uh,[43]

S3

baby(3);ababy;thebasket;abee(2);aboat(2);thatboat(2);abook;thebowl;

oneboy,andturtle,frog,anddog;thatboy;theboy(2);cat(3);thatcat(2);

thecitypark(2);acouple;adog;thatdog;fly;afood;frog(3);afrog(3);that

frog(3);thefrog(2);thefrog’sowntheboy;thatgirl;thehand;he(4);it;milk;

themilk;Mom(2);amomandbaby;amomandbaby;mother;thatmother;

she;that(2);that;there(4);they;awater;thewater[42]

2012

S1

baby(2);thebaby‘thebabycarriage’(2);thebasket;thebee;somebee;that

boat;theboat(2);aboy;thatboy;theboy;boyandthedog;cat(2);acat;

thecat;thecitypark(2);somecoffee;acouple;afly;frog(8);afrog;the

frog(2);frog,turtle,anddog;thatgirl;he;him;ahurt;it(3);amilk;baby

mom;amom andbaby;mother;she;there(5);they [34]

S2

baby;ababy;ababyandhismom;thebabysomething‘thebabycarriage’;

thebasket;abee;aboat;theboat(2);oneboy(2);abutterfly;cat(2);acat;

citypark;thecitypark;adate;afly;frog(5);thefrog(2);onegirlandone

man;thegirl;he(2);it(3);hisleg;themama;amilk;mother(2);mother,and,

baby;frog’sowner;thepot;theriver;she(2);there;they;turtle,frogand

dog;thewater[35]

S3

herarm;baby(2);herbaby;thebabycarriage;thebasket;abee;thebee;his

boat;thatboat;theboat;aboywatchingaboatfloating;oneboy;theboy,

hisowner;cat(2);thatcat;thecat;citypark;thecitypark;acoffee;a

couple;thecup;dog;afly;frog(3);afrog;thatfrog(3);thefrog(5);he(8);

it(2);frog’sleg;amagazine;theman;amilk;thatmilk;amom andbaby;

amom,readingabook;themom;mother(2);hispet,dog,turtleandfrog;

thepot;she(3);something(2);there(4);they [44]

S4

herarm;baby(2);ababy;herbaby;thebaby;herbasket;abee;aboat;his

boat;thatboat;theboat;abowl;boy;aboyandmom;theboy;baby’s

carriage;thecarriage;cat(4);acat;thecat;thecitypark;acoffee;acouple;

dog;adog;afly;frog(8);afrog(3);thefrog;frog’sleg;frog’sowner;he(2);

theirhouse;it(3);amagazine;amanandwoman;theman;milk;baby’s



84∣ In Lee

milk;Mom;amom;baby’smom;thebaby’smom;mother;hismother;

theirowner;she(2);something;there(3);they;awoman;thewoman [52]

Arongusedoneofthefollowing11typesofNPs:[NPProN](185),[NPthe

N](166),[NPN](137),[NPaN](104),[NPDemP,N(s)](32),[NPPossP,N](32),[NP

Qnt,N(s)](13),[NPNP’sN(s)](11),[NPQnt,NandN](3),[NPoneoftheNs](2),and

[NPQntoftheN](1),inthisorder.ThefrequencyofeachtypeofNPisshownin

Table7.

Table 7. Frequency of each type of NP used in the description task with PBb

2010 2011 2012
S1 S2 S3 S1 S2 S3 S1 S2 S3 S4

[ProN] 16 13 8 10 14 20 6 9 20 15
[theN] 21 32 24 16 16 9 10 12 16 10
[N] 20 4 11 21 9 14 15 13 11 19
[aN] 6 10 7 7 17 17 6 9 10 15
[DemP,N(s)] 0 1 0 7 7 7 3 0 6 1
[PossP,N] 5 5 5 2 2 0 0 1 5 7
[Qnt,N(s)] 3 1 2 0 1 0 2 3 1 0
[NP’sN(s)] 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 6
[Qnt,N&N] 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
[oneoftheNs] 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

[QntoftheN] 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

AsweseeinTable7,thefivemostfrequentlyusedtypesare[NPProN],[NP

theN],[NPN],[NPaN],[NPDemP,N(s)],and[NPPossP,N].Thethreeleast

frequentlyusedtypesare[NPQnt,NandN],[NPoneoftheNs],and[NPQntof

theN].Theirfrequencyisrelativelylow andtheywereusedonlyinearly

sessions.ThisindicatesthatArong’sNPsbecamesystematicandstabilized.

Table7alsoshowsthatArongacquiredtheruleofPronominalization.Some

examplesareshownin(5)-(7).

(5)Boyisleaving,start,leavewithcitypark.(0008)

Heisgoing,with,frogand,hisdog.(0015)

…

Andwalkand,frogisseeingonemother,withonebaby.(0244)

Sheisreading,someofthebook.(0247)

And the frog go insideofthe baby ‘thebaby carriage’.(0254)

[10072010]
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(6)Theboy,andfrog,andturtle,anddog,wenttothecitypark.(0011)

Theysaw abutterfly.(0017)

Suddenly,thatfrog,goout,inthe,inthebowl.(0023)

Andthatboy,goagain.(0028)

Thefrog,sawabee,buthethought,itwasa,fly.(0035) [10052011]

(7)Oneboywenttocityparkwith,turtle,froganddog.(0010)

Butfrogjumpedout,inthepot.(0016)

Hesawabutterfly,buthe,hethoughtitwas,um itwasafly,butit

wasabee.(0032) [10172012]

Examplesin(5)-(7)aretheutterancesArongusedwhenshedescribedthe

beginningsceneofPBb.Wecanseethathergrammardevelopedpositivelywith

aone-yearinterval.Boywaschangedtoheandhisin(5).Wecanalsonoticethe

followingchanges:fromfrogtothefrog;fromonemotherwithonebabytoshe;and

fromonebabytothebaby.In(6)thefollowingchangesarenoticed:fromtheboy,

andfrog,andturtle,anddogtothey;from frogtothatfrog,thentothefrogand

finallytohe;from abeetoit.Examplesin(7)alsoshowthefollowingchanges:

from frogtoheandfrom abutterflytoit.

4.2. Development of VPs

4.2.1.VPsArongusedinthedescribing-a-picturebooktaskwithPBa

TheaveragenumberofVPsArongusedinthepicturebookdescriptiontask

withPBachangedasfollows:22VPsin2009to30VPsin2010,thento27VPs

in2011and2012.SpecificexamplesofVPsareshowninTable8.Underscored

wordsinthelistofVPsreferto‘wordtokensinappropriatetothegiven

situationorwordtokensunclearlyheard’.VPsArongusedin2009included

someerrorsdeviatedfromnativeadultspeakers’norm,buttheaveragenumber

ofVPssheusedin2010increasedandtheVPsbecamegrammatical.In2011her

VPsbecamestabilizedandstabilizedmorein2012.
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VPs

2009

S1

be;buyamuffin;eat;eatmud;giveabread;giveuhmoney;goaway;toto

bakery;isaflower;isarain(2);isgrowing;ishappy;look;puthermother;

saythat;thinkabay;wanttoeat[17]

S2

buyabread;canfly;eatuhbread;eatyummy;giveababybird;giveabird

abread;giveuhmoney;giveuhoneplant;godowntothegrandpa;goto

bakery;goup;isarain;isgrow;isgrowingandgrowing;(is)happy;is

sleepingonthebench;putonthechairthebread;puttheliving;rundown

thestairs;seeuhplant;seesuhbird;talkMom;thinkingabread [23]

S3

buybread;didflytothegrandpa;eat;eatabread;getup;giveababybird;

giveabirdabread;giveabreadinthebench;giveamoney;giveuhplant;

goup;growup;isababybird;(is)rainy;lookouttheoutside;lookupthe

tree;put;putit;rantothestair;seeaflower;seeonegrandpasleepingin

thebench;seethebird;seethewindownext;talkaboutmother[24]

S4

buythebread;eatthebread;giveabird;giveabread;giveamoney;give

themoney;giveuhbread;giveuhseeds;gotothebakery;gotothe

grandpa;iscoming;isflying;isgrowingup;(is)happy;issleepingonthe

bench;lookingoutthewindow;putdown;putthewater;seeaflower;see

the,outinthebaby;taketheseedstotheup;wakeup;(go/went)downthe

stairs [23]

2010

S1

atethemuffin;ateuphisbread;boughtamuffin;gavehim amoney;get

theseed;givethebabybirdathim;givetotheirbabybird;go;godown

anddown;gohome;gotobakery;gototheoldman;hasnomoney;isa

flower;isamanyrain;isflying;isgrowingandgrowing;ishappy;is

lookingatthewindow;isup;left;leftinthesky;putabreadonthebren,

bench;putonthebalconyin,insomeone;rundownthestair;seeaflower;

seeamuffin;seeone;talktohermother,anihismother;think[+S];took;

useabread;wakeup;wantthisbread [34]

S2

buyit;eat;eatthemuffin;flyaway;getthemuffin;getthemoney;getthe

seed;givethebirdaseed;givethemuffintothegrandpa;givetotheir

baby;godownstair;gotohismom;gototheoldgrandpa;goup;growand

grow;hasamanyrain,inthatcountry;isabakery;isaonegrandpa;is

threebirds;(is)happy;putthebreadonthebench;puttheseedon,inthe

balcony;seeaflower;seeoutside;seethethreebirds;sleepingonthebench;

talktohismom togivethemoney;wakeup;wascloudy [29]

S3

buythemuffin;eatthemuffin;giveabirdabread;giveamoney;givea

seed;givethemuffin;givetheirbabyabread;gotobakery;gotohismom;

gotothegrandfather;isacloud;iscoming;isflying;isuhm,growing;is

happy;islookingout,atthewindow;isonthetree;issleepingonthe

bench;‘sverypoor;puttheseedonthebalcony;randownthestair;saw[+

Table 8. VPs Arong used in the describing-a-picture book task with PBa
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S](2);seeasunflower;tell[+S];think[+S];tooktheseed;wakeup;want

toeatsomebread [28]

2011

S1

atethat;becameasunflower;boughtmuffin;eatthatbread;flew;gavea

babybirdabread;gaveaseed;getthat;givemoneytobuyabread;goto

oneoftheboy’sbalcony;gotothebakery;gototheoldman;gounderthe

stair;grewandgrow;isacloud;isseeingoutside;issleepinginthebench;

putabreadforbird;puttheseed;saidtohismother;sawabird;sawa

cupcake;sawasunflower;saw[+S];wakeup;washappy;willberain [27]

S2

ate;boughtacupcake;come;comes;flew;flew away;gaveababybirda

seed;givetotheirbabybirdabread;givesomemoney;godowntothe

stairs;gotothatman;gotobakery;goup;putabread;putacupcakein

there;putaseedinthebalcony;sawatree;sawthecupcake;saw[+S](2);

talktohismommy;tookthat;wakeup;wasasunflower;wasgrowing,

growingandgrowing;waslookingout;wasstarting;wasuh,threebirds

[27]

S3

ate;boughtamuffin;calledMom togiveamoney;came;flewaway;gave

ababybirdaseed;gavehimacupcake;gaveittotheirbaby;godown;go

toabakery;gotothatoldman;goup;growandgrow;openthedoor;put

themuffinonthebench;puttheseedonthebalcony;randowntothe

stairs;sawasunflower;sawatree;saw[+S];startedraining;wasabird;

wasacupcake;wasflying;waslooking,outofthewindow;wassleepingon

thebench;waswakeup [27]

2012

S1

askedhismomtogiveamoney;atethemuffin;begantogrowandgrow;

begantorain;boughtamuffin;flew away;gavebirdaseed;gavehim a

money;gavemuffintothatgrandfather;gavesomeofthemuffintothe

bird;gavetheirbabyamuffin;getthatmuffintotheirhome;getthatseed;

lookedoutside;putinthesoil;sawabird;saw[+S];wasacloud;wasa

muffin;wasasunflower;waslookingoutthewindow;wassleepingonthe

bench;wenttograndfather;wenttothebakery;wokeup [25]

S2

askedhim mother,givehim somemoney;ateit;begantorain;boughta

muffin;flew;flewaway;gaveaseed;gaveit;gavetothatbabybird;get

thatbread;gotothatgrandfather;growand,growand,grow;putthebread

onthebench;putthemuffinonthebench;puttheseedinthesoil;ran

downthestairs;runaway;runtothebakery;sawababybird,inthetree;

sawonegrandpa;sawoutsidethewindow;wakeup;wasacloud;wasa

muffin;wasasunflower;wasgoingtohishouse;wassittinginthewindow;

wassleepingonthebench [28]

S3

askedhismomtogiveamoneytoeatsomebread;ateit;becameaflower;

begantocome;begantorain;boughtamuffin;camedownthebench;flew

tofly;gavebirdaseed;gaveittobabybird;gotothebakery;gotothat

grandpa’sbench;growand,growandgrow;putabreadonthebench;put

thatseedinthesoil;putthemuffinonthebench;randownthestairs;saw
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atthewindow;sawthesky;saw[+S];tooktheseed;wakeup;wasababy

birdandparentsbird;wasamuffin;wasatree;wasgoingtohishome;was

lookingoutatthewindow;waslyingonthebenchandsleeping [28]

S4

askedhismom togivehim money;ate;became;begantorain;boughta

muffin;came;flew(2);gavehim aseed;getthatbread;givebabybirda

bread;gotothatoldgrandfather;grewand,grewandgrew;islookingout

thewindow;openedthewindow;putabread;putthatseedinto,uh,

balcony;putthemuffininthebench;randownthestairs;sawanoldman;

tookthatseed;wasabirdfamily;wasamuffin;wasasunflower;wasa

tree;wasgoingtohishouse;waslookingthesky;wenttothebakery;woke

up [28]

Arongusedoneofthefollowing26typesofVPs:[VPV,NP,(PP)],[VPV,PP],

[VPV+Adv],[VPbe,NP],[VPV
(+)
],[VPV,NP,PP],[VPbe,V-ing,PP],[VPV,NP,

NP],[VP be,V-ing
(+)
(+Adv)],[VP V,S],[VP V,VP(inf)],[VP be,AP],[VP V,NP,

VP(inf)
(+)],[VPbe,V(+Adv)],[VP(be),AP],[VPIncVP],[VPV+Adv,PP],[VPV,NP,

VP(ing)],[VPV,PP,NP],[VPbe,V-ing,NP],[VPV-ing,PP],[VPdid/do,V,PP],[VPV,

PP,VP(inf)],[VPbe,PP],[VPAux,(be),V],and[VPV,VP(ing)].Herenotationslike[VP

V+Adv],[VPV
(+)
],[VPV,S],[VPV,VP(inf)],[VP(be),AP],[VPIncVP],and[VPV,

NP,VP(ing)]standfor‘aVPconsistingofatwo-wordverb’,‘aVPconsistingof

asingleVerbortherepetitionoftheVerb’,‘aVPconsistingofaVerbfollowed

byafiniteclause’,‘aVPconsistingofaVerbfollowedbyaninfinitivalclause’,

‘aVPconsistingofanAdjectivalorAdverbialPhrasewithoutacopula’,‘an

incompleteorincomprehensibleVP’,and‘aVPconsistingofaVerbandanNP

followedbyaparticipialclause’,respectively.Thefrequencyofeachtypeofthe

VPsisshowninTable9.
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Table 9. Frequency of each type of VP used in the description task with PBa

2009 2010 2011 2012

S

1

S

2

S

3

S

4

S

1

S

2

S

3

S

1

S

2

S

3

S

1

S

2

S

3

S

4

[V,NP,(PP)] 7 10 9 10 9 8 7 9 5 6 4 6 5 6

[V,PP] 1 2 4 2 7 3 4 4 3 2 3 3 5 3

[V+Adv] 1 2 3 2 4 5 1 1 3 3 3 3 1 1

[be,NP] 2 1 1 0 2 3 1 1 2 3 3 3 3 4

[V
(+)
] 2 0 2 0 3 2 0 2 3 1 2 0 1 6

[V,NP,PP] 0 0 1 1 1 3 1 2 2 3 3 4 4 2

[be,V-ing,PP] 0 1 0 1 1 0 2 2 0 2 2 3 3 2

[V,NP,NP] 0 0 1 0 1 1 2 1 1 2 3 0 1 1

[be,V-ing
(+)

(+Adv)]
1 1 0 2 2 0 3 0 4 1 0 0 0 0

[V,S] 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 1 2 1 1 0 1 0

[V,VP(inf)] 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 3 3 1

[be,AP] 1 0 0 0 2 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

[V,NP,VP(inf)
(+)
] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1

[be,V(+Adv)] 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

[(be),AP] 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

[IncVP] 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

[V+Adv,PP] 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0

[V,NP,VP(ing)] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

[V,PP,NP] 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

[be,V-ing,NP] 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

[V-ing,PP] 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

[did/do,V,PP] 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

[V,PP,VP(inf)] 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

[be,PP] 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

[Aux,(be),V] 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

[V,VP(ing)] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Someerrorsareincluded in themostfrequently used typesofVPs.

Especiallyditransitiveverbssuchasgiveorputwereusedlikeatransitiveverb

in earliersampling sessionsin each year.TheVerbs,giveand putare

ditransitive,buttheyaredifferentinsubcategorization.Theformermusthave

[VPV,NP,NP]and[VPV,NP,PP]asitssubcategorization,whilethelatterhas

[VP V,NP,PP]only.WeshouldalsorecognizethattheconstituentPPis

differentintheusageofeachverb.ThePPofgivemustincludeanNPwhose

thematicroleisGoal,butinthecaseoftheVerbput,thePPcontainsanNP
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whosethematicroleisLocative.

Let’sconsiderthefollowingexamplesin(8)-(11).Herewecanseehow

differentlyArongdescribedthesamescene.

(8)Andheput,hermother,andsaythat,andmothergiveuh,money.

(0019) [09042009]

…

Andthegrandpagiveuh,one,plant.(0215)

And,babybird,goup,andputthe,oneboyliving.(0135)[10092009]

(9)And,herundownto,ah,he,go,hetalktohermother,anihismother,

“Iwantthisbread.”(0029)

Mothergivehim,amoney.(0033)

…

And,bird,gettheseed,andput,onthebalconyin,insomeone.(0227)

[10072010]

(10)Hesaidtohismother,“Givemoney,tobuyabread.”(0011)

…

Andthatoldmangave,aseed.(0116)

Andthebirdgetthatand,gotooneoftheboy’sbalcony,andputthe

seed.(0126)[09052011]

(11)Heaskedhismom,togiveamoney.(0011)

So,hismom gavehim,amoney.(0041)

…

Andthatbabybirdwentto,grandfather,andgrandfathergavebird,a

seed.(0117)

So,babybirdgetthatseed,andputinthe,soil?(0125) [09052012]

In2009ArongusedtheVerbputinthesecondsessionoflanguagesamplingfor

thefirsttime.However,shebegantousethesetwoverbs,giveandputfromthe

veryfirstsessionoflanguagesamplingin2010andthereafter.Herusageofgive

showedsomedevelopment,butshedidnotshowanydevelopmentinthecase
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VPs

2010 S1 aregoingout,atthecitypark;beatingthis;catchthefrog;eatthebee;go

insideofthebaby‘thebabycarriage’;goinsidethebaby‘thebaby

carriage’;helpthefrog;isacat;isafrog;isangry(3);iscrying(3);iseating

acupofsomething;isgivingthebaby,uh,milk;isgoingdown;isgoing

withfrogandhisdog;isonegirlandoneman;puthisbook;isreadinga

book;isreading,someofthebook;isseeingonemother,withonebaby;is

veryslippery;isverysurprise;jumpout;leavewithcitypark;looking;put

themilk;saidthat;saw;sawone,uh,bee;saw,uh,butterfly;say[+Direct

Speech];says,bye-bye,tohisboy;seeaboy;speakIamgoingtofrog;start

goingfast;startgoingwalk;walk;walkingtothepark;wentaway;wentto

theboat[40]
S2 aregoingout;arehaveapicnic;catchthefrog;eatingthatmilk;drinka

coffee;getouttheboat;getout,theboy;gettheflower;givethebaby,a

milk;givewomanacoffee;goinsideoftheboat;goinsidethebasket;go

out;gotothecitypark;isabee;isaboy;‘safly;isafrogonherhand;is

barkingtothecat;iscrying(2);isgoing;isonemanandonewoman;is

puttingthemouth;isreadingabook;isrunning‘chasing’thefrog;isvery

surprise;puthistongueattheflower;saytothecat;seeaflower;seeone

man;seethat;seeuh,oneboywiththe,boat;thinkthat[+S];throwthe

frog;wanttocatchthefrog [35]
S3 catchthefrog;eatthebee;eatingamilk;goinsideoftheboat;gotohome,

tothe;isabee;isbarktothecat;iscome;iscrying(3);isdrinkingacoffee;

isflytotheboat;isgoingtocitypark;isonewomanwithbaby;isranup

thebaby;isreadingabook;isrunning(2);isseeingaboat;isthefly;is

there;isveryangry;isverysurprise(2);isverysurprised;openthemouth;

putouttheboat;runaway;saybyetohisfriend;think[+S];wanttocatch

thefrog;wanttoeatthefrog;wanttogiveherbabymilk;wentout(2)[31]
2011 S1 atethat;bark;came;catchafrog;cried;cry;didn’tknowthat[+S];getin

theboat;getoutofthebowl;gettheboat;gointotheriver;gotothecity

park;gototheirhome;hasthepain;havetogiveababyamilk;hitthe

frog;isflowingthatboat;isnotinthebowl;isuhfly;runaway;sawabee;

oftheVerbput.WewilldiscussherusageoftheVerbgivelater.

4.2.2VPsArongusedinthedescribing-a-picturebooktaskwithPBb

TheaveragenumberofVPsArongusedinthepicturebookdescriptiontask

withPBbchangedasfollows:from35VPsin2010to35VPsin2011,thento33

VPsin2012.SpecificexamplesofVPsareshowninTable10.Herewecansee

thattheVPsArongusedinthistaskwerestabilized.

Table 10. VPs Arong used in the describing-a-picture book task with PBb
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sawacouple;sawamomandababy;thought[+S](2);threwthecupand

frog;wanttocatchafrog;wanttoeatmilk;wanttogetintheboat;wasa

frog;wascrying;wasopenhismouth;wasputtinghandinthebag;was

reallysurprised;wasseeing,uh,book;wassurprised,too [35]
S2 ate;catchthefrog;flew away;getouttheboat;goagain;goout,inthe

bowl;putsomething,togetout;ranintothebabyseat;runaway;runinto

theriver;saw;saw abee;saw abutterfly;seethefrog;siton,uh,boat;

thought[+S];thoughtthat[+S];tookhis,uh;walkaway;want;wanttoeat

thatfrog;wasacouple;wasafly;wasafrog;wasamom withbaby;was

barking;wasfloatingaboat;wasgoingtothefrog;wasputtingadrinkin

thecup;wasreadingabook(2);wasreallysurprised;wentoutinacity

park;wenttointoabag;wenttothecitypark;werecrying(2)[35]
S3 atethemilk;barks;catchafrog;flew;flewthere;gavebabyafood;getout

ofthebowl;getoutofthecitypark;getthatboat;givemore;goaway(2);

gotbabywanttoeatmilk;haveadog;putin;putthebasketinthehand;

sawabee;sawthat;takeoutthatfrog;thought[+S](2);tookaboat;took

thefrog;wanttocatchafrog;wanttoeatfrog;wenttothecitypark;was

abee;wasacouple;wasafrog;wasamomandbaby(2);wascrying(2);was

drinkingawater;wasfloatingaboat;wasfly;wasreadingabook;was

suddenlygointothewater;wasverysurprised [35]
2012 S1 ateit;can’teat;catchthefrog;chasedthefrog;cried;crying;drinkingsome

coffee;gavehim ahurt;getintotheboat;getintothe,uh,baby‘baby

carriage’;getoutthecitypark;getthatboat;gotothebaby;ranaway;saw

afrog;saw somebee;thought[+S];threwitaway;wanttogivebabya

milk;wasaboy,lookingtheboat;wasacat;wasacouple;wasamomand

baby;wasboyanddog;wentaway;wentintothebasket;wenttothecity

parkwithfrog,turtle,anddog [27]
S2 ateit;came;camehere;caught,hisjump,leg;gaveababy,amilk;getinto

thebabysomething‘thebabycarriage’;getoutofthecitypark;getoutthe

boat;goinside,intheboat;gointothebasket;goingtothewater;grabthe

frog;jumpout,inthepot;ranaway(2);sawabutterfly;thought[+S];threw

thefrog;wasababyandher,hismom;wasabee;wasafly;wascrying;

wasfloatingaboatintheriver;washavingadate;wassurprise;wentto

cityparkwith,turtle,froganddog;weresurprised [26]
S3 ateit;atethatmilk;barked;came;caughtfrog’sleg;getintothebasket;get

outofthecitypark;getoutofthepot;goaway;gointothebabycarriage;

gointotheboat;havetopickoutthatboat;havetospitoutthebee;sawa

bee;sawthatfrog;shouldbebitten;startedtocry;thechasing;thought[+

S](2);threw thefrog;touchedthefrog;wantedtogetoutsomethingout;

wantedtogiveamilktoherbaby;wasaboywatchingaboat,floating;was

acouple;wasafly;wasafrog;wasamomandbaby;wasamom,reading

abook;waschange;wascrying;wasgoingdown;wasgoingtocitypark

withhispet,dog,turtle,anddog;wasonherarm;wasputtingacoffeeon

thecup;wasreadingamagazine;wasreallysurprise;wasrunning;was

surprise;wassurprised;wastryingtocatchthatfrog [41]
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S4 barktocat;begantocry;came;caughtfrog’sleg;didn’tknow;escapefrom

abowl;getoutthatboat;gointotheboat;gointothecarriage;gotothe

citypark,withtheirowner;gototheirhouse;runaway;sawafly;sawher

baby;threwafrog;threwitout;wantedtoeatmilk;wantedtogetitout

somethinginherbasket;wasabee;wasaboyandmom;wasacat;wasa

couple;wasamomandababy;wasalreadyinside;wasangry;waschasing

afrog;wascrying;wasfloatingaboat;wasfloating‘sinking’down;was

frog’sowner;wasgettingout,baby’smilk;wasgivingacoffeetoawoman;

wasinherarm;wasinside;wasinthecarriage;wasonbaby’scarriage;was

readingamagazine;wassurprised(2);weresurprised [39]

2010 2011 2012
S1 S2 S3 S1 S2 S3 S1 S2 S3 S4

[V,NP,(PP)] 8 7 4 9 4 9 6 5 5 4
[be,NP,(PP)] 4 5 3 1 4 5 4 3 3 6
[be,V-ing,NP,(PP)] 5 3 2 4 4 3 2 0 1 4
[be,AP] 5 1 4 2 1 1 1 1 2 4
[be,V-ing

(+)
(+Adv)] 3 3 5 1 3 1 0 1 3 2

[V+Adv] 2 1 1 1 4 4 2 3 1 1
[V

(+)
] 2 0 0 4 3 2 2 1 2 2

[V,VP(inf)] 0 1 3 3 1 2 1 0 2 3
[V,S] 2 1 1 3 2 2 1 1 2 0
[be,VP] 2 1 3 2 0 2 0 0 1 0
[be,V-ing,PP] 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1
[V,NP,NP] 0 2 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0
[V+Adv,NP] 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1
[V,NP,PP] 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
[V-ing,(PP)] 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
[IncVP] 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0
[(Aux),be,PP] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2
[V-ing,NP] 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
[V,NP,VP(ing)] 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0

Arongusedoneofthefollowing24typesofVPs:[VPV,NP,(PP)](61),[VPbe,

NP,(PP)](38),[VP be,V-ing,NP,(PP)](28),[VP be,AP](22),[VP be,V-ing
(+)
,

(+Adv)](22),[VPV+Adv](20),[VPV
(+)
](18),[VPV,VP(inf)](16),[VPV,S](15),[VPbe,

VP](11),[VPbe,V-ing,PP](6),[VPV,NP,NP](5),[VPV+Adv,NP](4),[VPV,NP,

PP](4),[VPV-ing,(PP)](4),[VPIncVP](4),[VP(Aux)be,PP](3),[VPV-ing,NP](3),[VP

V,NP,VP(inf)](2),[VPV,NP,VP(ing)](1),[VPV,VP(ing)](1),[VPbe,V,VP(inf)](1),[VPbe,

V-ing,VP(inf)](1),and[VPbe,V-ing,NP,PP](1),inthisorder.Thefrequencyof

eachtypeoftheVPsisshowninTable11.

Table 11. Frequency of each type of VP used in the description task with PBb
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[V,VP(ing)] 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
[be,V,VP(inf)] 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
[be,V-ing,VP(inf)] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

Let’sconsiderthe10mostfrequentlyusedtypesofVPs:[VPV,NP,(PP)](61),

[VPbe,NP,(PP)](38),[VPbe,V-ing,NP,(PP)](28),[VPbe,AP](22),[VPbe,V-ing
(+)
,

(+Adv)](22),[VPV+Adv](20),[VPV
(+)
](18),[VPV,VP(inf)](16),[VPV,S](15),and[VP

be,VP](11).TheHeadof[VP (Aux)V
(+)]and[VP V +Adv]wasusedas

Intransitive,whiletheHeadof[VPV,NP,(PP)],[VPV,S],and[VPV,VP(inf)]was

usedasTransitive.TheHeadVin[VPbe,V-ing,NP,(PP)]and[VPbe,V-ing
(+),

(+Adv)](22)wasusedinProgressive,buttheHeadof[VPbe,NP,(PP)]and[VP

be,AP]isaCopula.Thus,wecansaythatsheusedquiteabigrangeofVPs.

Let’sconsiderArong’sspontaneousutterancesinfourdifferentusagesofVP.

1)TransitiveusageofVP

Arong’sspontaneousutterancesin(12)showatransitiveusageofVP.The

mostfrequentlyusedtypeofVP,[VPV,NP,(PP)],includessomeerrors.

(12)Andtheboyiscrying,andmotheris,puthisthe,puthisbook,put

outhisboat.(0238) [10072010]

Andfrog,wanttogetintheboat,sohegetintheboat,but,thatboy

cry,soMom gointotheriver,andgettheboat.(0212) [09052011]

Andfroggointotheboat,andboywassurprised.(0118)

Andhebegantocrybecause,hisboatwasfloatingdown.(0123)

So,,hismothercame,andmothergetoutthatboat.(0130)[12052012]

Asweseein(12),sheusedaphrasalverbputoutorgetoutinsteadoftakeout.

Shemadeawrongchoiceinthevocabulary,buttheconstituentsofherVPsare

quitegrammatical.

2)IntransitiveusageofVP

TheHeadof[VPV
(+)
]or[VPV+Adv]wasusedasIntransitive.Arongused

phrasalverbsquitewell,butshemadesomeerrorsintheusageofVPwhich

consistsofaHeadVonly.Someexamplesareshownin(13)-(14).Thereare

someinconsistenciesinTenseandAgreement.
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(13)And,sheis,verysurprise,and,uhm,andthefrogwentout.(0115)

[12022010]

So..hetookhis,uh,andthen,hewalkaway.(0046) [10052011]

Butfrogwentaway.(0018) [09052012]

(14)But,theboyiscomeand,hisdogisbarktothecat,andcat,catis

verysurpriseand,go,runaway.(0245) [12022010]

Catcatchafrog,buttheboy,boycame,andthedogbark.(0231)

[09052011]

Andcatcatch,thefrog,butthedogwasbarking.(0242){10052011}

Thefirstexamplein(14)isanerrorwhichiscommonintheKoreanchild

learners’spontaneousutterances.ItistypicalbecausetheHeadisprecededbya

copula.Inthepreviousstudies,theresearcherassumedthatthiserrormightbe

causedbyL1transfer(Cf.Lee,2008;Lee,2010).However,thesecondandthird

examplesin(14)showthedevelopmentofArong’susageofIntransitiveVP.

3)VPsinProgressive

TheHeadVin[VPbe,V-ing,NP,(PP)]and[VPbe,V-ing
(+),(+Adv)]was

usedinProgressive.Someexamplesareshownin(15)-(17).Arong’sVPsin

ProgressivearegrammaticalalthoughtherearesomeinconsistenciesinTense

andAgreement.A CopulaasanAuxwasmissinginthethirdexamplein

(17).

(15)Andhermother,isreadingabook.(0220)

Thefrogwenttotheboat,andtheboatisgoingdown.(0226)

Andtheboyiscrying,andmotheris,puthisthe,puthisbook,putout

hisboat.(0238)[10072010]

(16)Inthisplace,oneboywasfloatingaboat,andhismom wasreading

abook.(0129)

Whenthefrog,sitonuh,boat,boywerecrying,so,Momrunintothe

river,andgetouttheboat.(0144) [10052011]
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(17)Oneboywas,floatingaboat,inthe,intheriver.(0103)

Sothefroggoinside,intheboat.(0108)

Sothemama,goingtothewater,and getouttheboat.(0116)

[10172012]

4)beasaHeadofVP

TheHeadof[VPbe,NP,(PP)]and[VPbe,AP]isaCopula.Someexamples

areshownin(18)-(20).Examplesin(18)includesomeerrorsinTenseand

Agreement,butexamplesin(19)-(20)donotincludesucherrors.

(18)Thereisonegirl,andoneman.(0130)

And,heiseatingagood,acupof,something.(0140)

Andonething,but,suddenly,thereisafrog.(0147)

Thereis,hethink,butthisisveryslippery,andhesaidthat.(0155)

[10072010]

(19)Andtherewasacoupleinthere.(0049)

Andthemanwas,puttingadrink,inthecup.(0055)

Andtheyate,butfrog,wentinto,abag‘basket’.(0101)

And,whensheputsomething,togetout,therewasafrog.(0110)

So,shewasreally,surprised,and,flewandthen,thatfrog,flewaway.

(0120) [10052011]

(20)Therewasacouple,drinkingsomecoffee,butfrogwentintothe

basket.(0046)

And,thatgirlsaw afrog,andshethrew itaway.(0052)

Therewasaboy,looking,theboatand,frog,getintotheboat.(0103)

[09052012]

4.3. Ditransitive alternations and Passive constructions

PBadealswiththetheme:‘Achainofgivingresultsinhappiness.’Thestory

beginswithaboy’sMomwhogivesmoneytoherson.Theboybuysamuffin

andgivesittoahomelessman,whogivessomecrumbsofthemuffintoa
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coupleofbirds.Theparentbirdstakeandgivethecrumbstotheirbabybirds.

Whenoneofthebabybirdsfliestothehomelessman,hegivesaseedtothe

bird,whichdropstheseedintoaflowerboxinthebalconyoftheboy’shouse.

Afterarainshower,theseedgrowsanditbecomesasunflower,whichfinally

giveshappinesstotheboy.

Tofindouthow thelanguageinformantusedatypicalditransitiveverb,

give,twoscenesfrom PBaandonescenefromPBbwerepresentedtoher.The

subjectofeachscenewasprovidedtohelphercompletethesentence.One

exampleofthescenewhichcanbedescribedwithaditransitiveverbwas

showninFigure1.TwomoresceneswerepresentedtoArong:onescenewas

selectedfromPBaandtheotherscene,fromPBb(Forthesetwoscenes,referto

thefiguresin Appendix).Theresearcherwasinterested in thefollowing

questions:(i)‘How doesArongusetheditransitiveverb,give?’and(ii)‘Does

sheknow thecorrectusageofaPassiveconstruction?’Thus,theresearcher

expectedthatArong’sdescriptionofthesecondscenewouldbe:‘Theoldman

gave/givesaseedtoalittlebird.’and‘Alittlebirdwasgivenaseed(bythe

oldman).’WhenthethirdscenewaspresentedtoArong,herdescriptionwas

expectedtobe:‘A handsomemangave/givesacupofcoffeetoapretty

woman.’and‘Aprettywomanwas/isgivenacupofcoffee(bythehandsome

man).’

4.3.1.Ditransitivealternationsobservedinthepicturedescriptiontask

WhenArongperformedthedescribing-a-picturebooktaskwithPBa,she

allowedthefollowingditransitivealternations:[VP give,NP(DO)](22),[VP give,

NP(IO),NP(DO)](18),[VPgive,NP(DO),PP(IO)](5),[VPgive,NP(IO)](3),[VPgive,PP(IO)](3),

[VPgive,NP(DO),PP](1),[VPgive,NP(IO),PP](1),or[VPgive,PP(IO),NP(DO)](1),inthis

order.HerenotationslikeNP(DO),NP(IO),andPP(IO)standfor‘anNPasaDirect

Object’,‘anNPasanIndirectObject’,and‘anNPprecededbyaPreposition,to,

andusedasanIndirectObject’,respectively.Noticethatalternationsof[VPgive,

NP(IO),NP(DO)](18)or[VP give,NP(DO),PP(IO)]onlyconform tonativeadult

speakers’norm.Table12showsthefrequencyofeachtypeofditransitive

alternation.
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2009 2010 2011 2012

[give,NP(DO)] 10 4 4 4

[give,NP(IO),NP(DO)] 2 4 4 8

[give,NP(DO),PP(IO)] 0 1 1 3

[give,NP(IO)] 3 0 0 0

[give,PP(IO)] 0 2 0 1

[give,NP(DO),PP] 1 0 0 0

[give,NP(IO),PP] 0 1 0 0

[give,PP(IO),NP(DO)] 0 0 1 0

Table 12. Frequency of each type of VP used in the description task with PBa

Inthedescribing-a-picturebooktaskwithPBb,however,sheusedoneof

thesethreealternations:[VPgive,NP(IO),NP(DO)](10),[VPgive,NP(DO),PP(IO)](2),

or[VPgive,NP(DO)](1).Among8typesofditransitivealternations,Arongused

[VP give,NP(IO),NP(DO)]mostfrequentlyinthepicturedescriptiontaskwith

bothbooks.Somespontaneousutterancesofditransitivealternationsareshown

in(21)-(22).

(21)DitransitivealternationsinthetaskwithPBa

And,birdeat,giveababybird.(0127) [10092009]

Andgiveabread,inthebench.(0052) [11062009]

Andtheygiveto,theirbabybird.(0149) [10072010]

Andhegivethemuffin,tothegrandpa.(0047) [11042010]

Andoldmangave,aseed.(0116) [09052011]

Thatbirdgivetotheirbabybird,abread.(0058) [10052011]

So,parentsbirdcamedownthebench,andgaveit,tobabybird.

(0115)

Andgrandpagavebird,aseed.(0129) [11072012]

(22)DitransitivealternationsinthetaskwithPBb

But,theboygivemore,andgoaway.(0021) [11042011]

So,thebee,gavehim,ahurt?(0035) [09052012]

Therewasacouple,andthemanwas,givingacoffee,toawoman.

(0043) [12052012]
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4.3.2.Ditransitivealternationsobservedinthesentencecompletiontask

Let’s considerthe ditransitive alternations observed in the sentence

completiontask.Thistaskwasdifferentfromthepicturebookdescriptiontask

inthatacertainscenewaspresentedtoArongregardlessofthestoryline.

Passiveconstructionlike‘Theboywasgivenadollar(byhismom)’was

expectedineachscene,butsuchaconstructionwasnotobservedatall.She

completedtwosentencesinActivevoiceonly.Itmightbefarbeyondher

comprehensibilityyet.Forditransitiveconstructions,sheusedoneofthese

threealternations:[VPgive,NP(IO),NP(DO)](8),[VPgive,NP(DO),PP(IO)](3),or[VP

give,NP(DO)](1),inthisorder.ArongcompletedsentencesinScenes1&3with

aditransitiveVerb,give,butsheusedgiveonlyoncewhenshecompletedthe

sentenceinScene2.Herspontaneousutterancesareshownin(23)-(25).

(23)Scene1from PBa

Theboyask,amoney,tohismom.

Andhismom,gavehim,amoney. [09052012]

Theboyaskedhismom togivemoney.

Hismom gavehim amoney. [10172012]

Theboyaskedhermom,togivehim money.

Hismom gavehim amoney. [11072012]

Theboyaskedmom,togivehim,amoney.

Hismom gavehim amoney. [12052012]

(24)Scene2from PBa

Theoldmangaveababy,littlebirdaseed.

Alittlebird,getthatseed. [09052012]

Theoldmantakeoutaseed.

Alittlebird,getthatseed. [10172012]

Anoldman,getout,aseed,from hispocket..

Thelittlebird,getthatseed? [11072012]

Theoldman,takeouttheseed.

Alittlebirdgetthatseed. [12052012]
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(25)Scene3from PBb

Thehandsomemangaveacoffee,toprettywoman.

Prettywomanwishthat. [09052012]

Ahandsomemangaveawomanacoffee.

Aprettywoman,getthatcoffee. [10172012]

Ahandsomemanwasgivingacoffeetowoman.

Aprettywomanuhholdingacupto,get,getsomecoffee.[11072012]

Ahandsomemangave,acoffee,toaprettywoman.

Aprettywoman,getthatcoffee. [12052012]

4.4. Arong’s acquisition of expletive Subject and its construction

TwosceneswhichcanbedescribedwithanexpletiveSubject,ThereorIt

werepresentedtoArong.PicturesforthesescenesareshownintheAppendix.

Theexpectedsentenceswere:(i)‘Therewasdarkcloud/weredarkclouds(in

thesky).’and(ii)‘Itrained/Itbegantorain.’Arongdescribedthesescenesas

expected;weseeherspontaneousutterancesin(26).

(26)Therewasacloud.Itbegantorain. [09052012]

Therewas,acloud.Itbegantorain. [10172012]

Therewasacloud.Itstartedtorain. [11072012]

Therewascloud.Itbegantorain. [12052012]

InthepicturedescriptiontaskwithPBa,Arongdescribedthesamesceneas

follows:onlytherewasusedin2009and2010.However,shebegantouseboth

thereanditin2011and2012.Herspontaneousutterancesareshownin(27)-(30).

(27)Thereisarain,and,aplantisgrowing.(0117) [09042009]

Thereisarain,and,uh,plantisgrow.(0146) [10092009]

Sothe,rainy,(0157)theplant,grow up.(0202) [11062009]

Therainediscoming.(0146) [12042009]

(28)Andthereisamanyrain.(0250) [10072010]

Andthere,therehasamany,rain,inthatcountry.(0206)[11042010]

There,uh,very,therainiscoming.(0136) [12022010]
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(29)Thereisacloud,maybeitwillberain.(0131) [09052011]

Cloudycomes,andrainingwasstarting.(0131) [10052011]

Therewasacloud,anditstartedraining.(0130)[11042011]

(30)So,suddenly,therewasacloud.(0129)

Itbegantorain.(0131) [09052012]

Suddenly,therewas,acloud,and,itbegantorain.(0143)[10172012]

Andsuddenly,thecloud,beganto,come,anditbegantorain.(0151)

[11072012]

Suddenly,thecloudbecame,andbegantorain.(0205) [12052012]

4.5. Arong’s acquisition of Passive construction

Fourscenesinthesentencecompletiontaskwereselectedtofindoutif

ArongcoulddescribeasceneinPassivevoice.Theresearcherexpectedthatone

ofthetwosentencesineachscenewouldbecompletedinPassivevoice:for

example,‘Theboywasgivenadollar(byhismom).’inScene1;‘Alittlebird

wasgivenaseed(bytheoldman).’inScene2;‘Aprettywomanwasgivena

cupofcoffee(byahandsomeman).’inScene3;and‘Thefrogwascaughtby

thecat.’inScene4.ThefirstthreesceneswereadoptedfromPBaandthelast

scene,from PBb.Scene4isatypicalsituation,whereanyadultspeakerof

EnglishwilldescribethesceneinthePassive.Arongdidnotuseexpected

Passiveconstructionsinthefirstthreescenes(cf.Examplesin(23)-(25)),butshe

triedtocompleteoneofthesentencesinScene4inPassivevoice.Wecantrace

hereffortstoexpressasentenceinPassivevoice.Itseemsthatshehadthe

conceptofPassivevoice.HerperformancewithScene4isshownin(31).

(31)Thecatcatchthefrog’sleg.

Thefrogwasfright,maybe. [09052012]

Thecat,catchthat,frog’sleg.

Thefrogwan,wantstogetout. [10172012]

Thecat,caughtthat,frog’sleg.

Thefrogwasscared. [11072012]

Thecat,caught,afrog’sleg.

Thefrog,wassurprised. [12052012]
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5. Conclusion and educational implication

5.1. Conclusion

Tofindouthow aKoreanchildlearnerofEnglishdevelopedherEnglish

grammar,Arong,a3rdgraderin2009,wasrandomlyselectedasalanguage

informant.Sheparticipatedinawordlesspicturebookdescriptiontaskforfour

years.Hernarrativedescriptionwasrecordedontoadigitalvoicerecorderfor

fourmonthsfrom SeptembertoDecemberbothin2009andin2012,oncea

month,fourtimesperyear.ItwasalsorecordedforthreemonthsfromOctober

toDecemberin2010andanotherthreemonthsfromSeptembertoNovemberin

2011,onceamonth,threetimesayear.Thefollowingtwopicturebookswere

usedforthistask:AcircleoffriendsbyGioraCarmi(2003)andFrogonhisown

byMercerMayer(1973).TheformerwascalledPictureBookA[abbreviatedas

PBa]andthelatter,PictureBookB[abbreviatedasPBb].

In2009sheperformedthepicturebookdescriptiontaskwithPBaonly.In

2010shetriedtodescribebothPBaandPBb.Herpicturedescriptiontaskwith

bothbooksresumedin2011and2012.Shealsoperformedasemi-structured

task,completing asentencewhoseSubjectwasprovided asacue.The

researcherwasinterested in thefollowing questions:first,how doesthe

languageinformantacquireaditransitiveverbsuchasgiveanditsconstruction?

Second,how doessheacquireanexpletivesubjectsuchasItorThereandits

construction?Third,didsheacquireapassiveconstruction?Fourscenesfrom

PBaandtwoscenesfrom PBbwereselectedforthesentencecompletiontask.

TheanalysisofhernarrativedescriptionwithbothPBaandPBbwasdiscussed

withreferencetotheresultsofthesentencecompletiontask.

Tofindouthow Arong’sEnglishgrammardeveloped,thefollowingwere

analyzed:NPsandVPssheusedintwotasks;ditransitivealternationsshe

showedintwotasks;usageofanexpletiveSubjectsuchasItorThereandits

constructionssheusedintwotasks;andthePassiveconstructionssheusedin

twotasks.Thefollowingarethefindings:

First,Arongused19typesofNPsinthepicturedescriptiontaskwithPBa.

TheaveragenumberofNPsArongusedinthistaskincreasedasfollows:25

NPsin2009to31NPsin2010&2011,thento33NPsin2012.Inthepicture
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bookdescriptiontaskwithPBb,theaveragenumberofNPsincreasedfrom

about40NPsin2010to43NPsin2011,andthento55NPsin2012.Themost

frequentlyusedtypesofNPswere[NPProN]and[NPtheN].ItseemsthatArong

acquired theruleofPronominalization.From thebeginning oflanguage

samplingshebegantousevarioustypesofPronouns:PersonalPronouns,

Demonstrative Pronouns,Indefinite Pronouns,Interrogative Pronouns,and

ExpletivePronouns.ThisindicatesthatArong’sNPsbecamesystematicand

stabilizedasthelanguagesamplingproceeded.

Second,Arongused26typesofVPsinthepicturedescriptiontaskwithPBa

andtheaveragenumberofVPsArongusedinthistaskchangedfrom22VPsin

2009to30VPsin2010,thento27VPsin2011and2012.Inthepicture

descriptiontaskwithPBb,Arongused24typesofVPsandtheaveragenumber

ofVPsArongusedinthistaskchangedfrom35VPsin2010and2011to33VPs

in2012.WefoundthatArong’sVPsalsobecamesystematicandstabilized.

Third,whenArongperformedthedescribing-a-picturebooktask,sheused8

differentVPsforditransitivealternations,andinthesentencecompletiontask,

sheused3VPs.ThemostfrequentlyusedVPswere[VPgive,NP(IO),NP(DO)](36),

[VPgive,NP(DO)](24),and[VPgive,NP(DO),PP(IO)](10).ItseemsthatArongacquired

[VPgive,NP(IO),NP(DO)]betterthan[VPgive,NP(DO),PP(IO)].

Fourth,asfarasexpletiveSubjectanditsconstructions,Arongusedthere

betterthanitbothinthepicturedescriptiontaskandinthesentencecompletion

task.WefoundthatArongacquiredexpletiveSubjectanditsconstructions.

Finally,ArongusedtheexpectedPassiveconstructionsinthesentence

completiontask.ItseemsthatsheunderstoodtheconceptofPassivevoice.We

could tracehereffortstoexpressasentenceinPassivevoicewhenshe

performedthetwotasks.

5.2. Educational implication

Thisstudyanalyzedasinglelanguageinformant’sspontaneousutterances,

butitisbasedontheanalysisofherspontaneousutterancescollectedforfour

years.ItishardtogeneralizehowKoreanchildlearnersdeveloptheirEnglish

grammarbecausewecannotcontroleverylearnerdifference.Wecouldtellhow

Arong,the language informant,developed herEnglish grammar.Ifwe
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accumulatethedatacollectedfrom differentlanguageinformantsindifferent

situations,wewillbeabletotellthegeneralprocessbywhichtheKoreanchild

learnersacquireEnglishastheirsecondlanguage.
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Appendix 1 Scene 2 for ditransitive alternation
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Appendix 2. Scene 3 for ditransitive alternation
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Appendix 3. Scene 1 for an expletive subject, there
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Appendix 4. Scene 2 for an expletive subject, It
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Appendix 5. Scene for a Passive construction


