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Choi, Jin—Sook. 2008. The Relationship between English Skills and Korean
Skills among Umniversity Students: based on Attitudes towards English. The
Linguistic Association of Korea Journal, 16(2), 27-46. There has been
a claim that mother tongue skills can affect foreign language learning.
However, it is a question whether Korean skills of university students are
also related to their English language learning. This paper aims at
identifying this question by investigating the relationship between Korean
skills and English skills among university students. For this study, the
scores of two subjects, 'Thoughts and Expressions’ and 'General English’, from
two hundred and forty eight university students were investigated, compared and
analyzed. Furthermore, Language Attitudes Questionnaires were distributed to
one hundred and sixty two students who took the courses of the above two
subjects. The questionnaire survey was based on a belief that those who were
in high grade in Korean skills might possibly have favorable attitudes towards
English learning, as it is revealed that attitudes towards English are likely to
have a close relation with English skills. The result of the study showed that
the participants’ English skills were closely related to their Korean skills; high
achievers in Korean skills showed a high level of English skills, whereas lower
achievers in Korean skills demonstrated a low level of English skills. In addition,
the result of the language attitude questionnaires indicated that the participants
who had a high level of Korean skills produced more favorable attitudes towards
English than those who had a low level of Korean skills.

FA9] (Key words): Korean skills, English skills, university students
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