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1. Introduction

Theso-calledserialverbconstruction(SVC)inKoreanemploystwoormore

lexicalverbsinaclausewithoutanyspecificcoordinationorsubordination

in-between(Choi2003;Kimetal.2011;Pyoun2011;SohnandKo2010;Song2007):

(1)a.Miyoung-i cwul-eul [cap-a tangki-ess-ta]

Miyoung-NOM rope-ACC[draw-COMPpull-PAST-DECL]

‘Miapulledarope,drawingit.’

b.John-ikoki-lul[kwup-emek-ess-ta]

John-NOM meat-ACC[broil-COMPeat-PAST-DECL]

‘Johnbroiledthemeatandateit.’

c.V1+COMP[a/e]+V2

*ThefirstauthorisJin-YoungKim,andthecorrespondingauthorSeong-rokOh
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Asexemplifiedin(1a)and(1b),thetwoserializedverbsareconnectedby

thecomplementizer-a/e,andSVCgivessemanticallyonesingleevent,holding

thefullmeaningoftwoverblexemes.Asschematizedin(1c),SVCconsistsof

thefirstverb(V1)andthefinalverb(V2),andforexampleitcanproductively

begeneratedwiththeverbmek-ta‘eat’asfollows:

(2)nawnu-emek-ta‘divideandeat’,ppal-amek-ta‘suckandeat’,kkukhi-e

mek-ta‘boilandeat’,mandeul-emek-ta‘makeandeat’,cip-emek-ta‘pick

upandeat’,etc.

AvarietyofverbsareallowedtobeinsertedinSVC:one-valence,bivalence,

and trivalenceverbs.On theotherhand,in Korean three-serialized verb

construction(3v-SVC)isnothingoutoftheordinary(Pyoun2011;Son2006):

(3)a.Inho-kapang-ey[kel-e tul-e ka-ess-ta]

Inho-NOM room-OBL[walk-COMPenter-COMPgo-PAST-DECL]

‘Inhowentintotheroom,walking’

b.V1+COMP[e/a]+V2+COMP[e/a]+V3

Thesentencein(3a)carriesthreeverbslinkedwith-e,correspondingtothe

templatein(3b).

Thistwo-verbSVCraisesseveralinterestingissues.Onemainpointisthe

argumentsharingandcompositionbytwoverbs;thequestioniswhethereach

verbsharestheargumentsornot.Anotherthingistolookintowhatthetypes

ofverbstendtobepositionedinthefirstandfinalverbofSVC.Inasimilar

vein,wealsoneedthekindsofeventsthatthetwoverbsofSVCexpress:

consequentialorsimultaneousrelationship.Byextension,3v-SVChasunresolved

matters:theheadnessofthecombinedpredicateandthesemanticrelation

betweentheV1,V2,andV3.Inthiscasestudy,Iwilltrytoanswerthese

questions,usingthe293examplesofSVC andthe32instancesof3v-SVC,

extractedfrom SejongPOS-taggedCorpus1).

Thisstudywillbestructuredasfollows.Inthesection2,Wewillprovide

1)TheSejongCorpus,releasedbytheNationalInstituteoftheKoreanLanguage,consistsof

about12millionwords.Seehttp://www.sejong.or.krfordetails
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thegrammaticalpropertiesofSVC and 3v-SVC in Korean.Theprevious

analysesoftwo-verbSVCwillbereviewedinthesection3.Section4introduces

asynopsisofSign-BasedConstructionGrammarandthenoffersitsapproachfor

SVCand3v-SVC.

2. Grammatical Properties of Serial Verb Construction

Inthissectionwewilllookatthesyntacticandsemanticproperitesof

two-verbSVCaswellasthree-serializedverbconstructioninKorean. 

2.1. Two-Verb Serial Verb Construction 

2.1.1SyntacticHeadnessinSVC

KoreanSerialVerbConstructionconsistsoftwoverbswhicharelinkedeach

otherbythecomplementizer-a/e(Kimetal.2011;Song2007;Sohn1999).Itsmain

propertyisthatSVChasonlyonetenseandaspectonthefinalverbofSVC:

(4)a.Mia-kasayngsen-ul[kwu-(*ess)-emek-ess-ta]

Mia-NOM fish-ACC[roast-(PAST)-COMP eat-PAST-DECL]

‘Miaroastedfishandateit.’

b.Mia-ka [ttwi-(*koiss)-e ka-koiss-ta]

Mia-NOM [run-(PROG)-COMPgo-PROG-DECL]

‘Miaisgoing,running.’

Thesentencesin(4)areungrammaticalifthefirstverbhasthepasttenseor

progressiveaspectinSVC.Honorificationmorpheme-sialsoappearsonthe

finalverbin(5),anditsinformationimpliesthatthesubjectshouldagreewith

theverbintermsofpoliteness:

(5)halabeci-kkeyse koki-lulkwu-(*si)-eteu-si-ess-ta]

grandfather-HON(NOM)meat-ACC[broil-(HON)-COMPeat-HON-PAST-DECL]

‘Grandfatherbroiledthemeatandateit.’
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Thequestionmarker(~ni/kka)isaddedtothefinalverb,notthefirstverbas

follows:

(6)John-i sakwa-lul[kkak-(*ni)-amek-ess--]

John-NOM apple-ACC[peel-(QUE)-COMP eat-PASS-QUE]

‘DidJohnpeeltheappleandeatit?’

Thesefactsadvocatetheclaim thatthefinalverbofSVC functionsas

syntactichead.

2.1.2V1&V2inSVC

ThereisnorestrictiononwhichtypesofverbsoccurintheV1andV2of

SVC;intransitive,transitive,andditransitivearefreelyused:

(7)a.Mia-ka lopu-lul [kkul-e tangki-ess-ta]

Mia-NOM rope-ACC [draw-COMPpull-PAST-DECL]

‘Miapulledarope,drawingit.’

b.Mary-ka hakkyo-ey [heyemchi-eka-ess-ta]

Mary-NOM school-OBL [swim-COMPgo-PAST-DECL]

‘Marywenttoschool,swimming.’

c.Mia-ka John-ekeychayk-ul [sa-acwu-ess-ta]

Mia-NOMJohn-DATbook-ACC [buy-COMPgive-PAST-DECL]

‘MiaboughtabookandgaveittoJohn.’ 

Allsentencesin(7a),(7b),and(7c)consistofonlytransitives,intransitives,

andditransitivesrespectively.Among293corpusexamples,thefrequentlyused

verbsintheV1arethebivalenceverb(72.70%),theone-valenceverb(21.84%),

andthetrivalenceverb(5.46%)inorderwhereasthebivalenceverb(60.14%)

alsooccursintheV2morehighlythantheone-valenceverb(24.91%)and

trivalenceverb(14.68%).Thisimpliesthatthebivalenceverbisflexiblyusedin

theV1andV2ofSVC.Ontheotherhand,theremarkablethingisthatSVChas

therestrictiononthecompositionoftheV1andV2inSVCasfollows:
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(8)CompositionofV1&V2

V1 V2 per ct.(n=293)

bivalence bivalence 52.22%

one-valence one-valence 18.77%

bivalence trivalence 13.65%

bivalence one-valence 6.14%

trivalence bivalence 4.44%

one-valence bivalence 3.07%

trivalence trivalence 1.02%

trivalence one-valence 0.34%

one-valence trivalence 0.34%

Itishardtofindthecasethattheone-valenceandtrivalenceverbare

combinedeachotherinSVC;thereistwoexamplesinthecorpus.Thenoticeable

pointisthatthecompositiontogetherwithtwobivalenceverbs(52.22%)occurs

themostfrequently,andthebivalenceverbisallowedtobecomposedofany

typesofverbsinSVC.Wecannoticethisflexibilityofthebivalenceverb:

(9)a.Mary-ka hakkyo-ey ppang-ul [kwu-e ka-ess-ta]

Mary-NOM school-OBLbread-ACC[bake-COMP go-PAST-DECL]

‘Marybakedthebreadandwenttoschool.’

b.Mia-ka kang-ul [heyemchi-e kenne-ess-ta]

Mia-NOM river-ACC [swim-COMPcross-PAST-DECL]

‘Miacrossedtheriver,swimming.’

c.Mia-ka John-ekeyppang-ul[cwip-e cwu-ess-ta]

Mia-NOM John-DATbread-ACC[pickup-COMPgive-PAST-DECL]

‘MiapickedupthebreadandgaveittoJohn.’

Thesentencein(9a)carriestwobivalenceverbswhileone-valenceand

bivalenceverbsexistin(9b).Theexamplein(9c)employsthetrivalenceverb

withthebivalenceone.

AccordingtoAktionsart,thereonlyexistnon-stativeverbsinSVC:activity,

achievement,andaccomplishement(VanValinandLapolla1997).Thisimplies
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thatinKoreanSVChastheconstraintontheoccurrenceofthestativeverbsor

adjectivepredicates,mainlydescribingthestateofanentity2):

(10)inkan-un ceomceom [nulk-e ka-an-ta]

Human-NOM gradually [old-COMPgo-PRES-DECL]

‘Humangetsgraduallyold.’

Thesentencein(10)tellsthatthestativepredicatenulk-‘beold’cannot

belongtoSVCinthatthemeaningofthefinalverbisbleached.Inadditioin,in

corpusfindingstheactivityverboccupiesthehighestpercentageinSVC:it

indicates37.88% and43.00% intheV1andV2respectively.Theachievement

verbasthesecondfrequentlyusedtypealsoshows36.18% intheV1and

35.84%intheV2.Anotherworthynoteisthatwecanlookatthepatternabout

whichtypesofnon-stativeverbsarecomposedinSVC:

(11)CompositionofNon-Statives

V1 V2
perct.

(n=293)
Examples

Activity Activity 20.82% kenn-ettwuita‘crossandrun’

Achievement Achievement 17.06% palp-akkuta‘treadandextinguish’

Achievement Activity 11.95% palp-aneomta‘treadandjump’

AccomplishmentActivity 10.24% kk-ameokta‘peelandeat’

AccomplishmentAchievement 9.90% kil-emwukta‘growandtie’

Activity Achievement 8.87% sso-acwukita‘shootandkill’

Activity Accomplishment 8.19% ow-apaewuta‘comeandlearn’

Achievement Accomplishment 7.17% hwumchi-essuta‘stealanduse’

AccomplishmentAccomplishment 5.80% akki-essuta‘saveanduse’

2)IfthereareanystativeverbsinSVCs,ittriggersungrammaticality(Kim etal.2011:4).

(1)a.*cap-a ppalu-ta/ *ppalu-a mek-ess-ta

catch-COMP fast-DECL/ fast-COMP eat-PAST-DECL

b.*kel-e apu-ta/ *himtul-e ka-ss-ta

walk-COMP sick-DECL/ difficult-COMP go-PAST-DECL



Korean Serial Verb Construction∣ 205

Asshownin(11),thecompositionoftwoactivityverbsisthemostfrequent

typeas20.82%whereasetheconcurrentaccomplishementverbsarenotcommonly

usedinSVC.ThisfactconveysthattheactivityverbisflexiblyproducedinSVC.

2.1.3Consequential&SimultaneousRelation

SVC denotesaconsequentialaction orsimultaneousstate(Sohn 1999;

ZubizarretaandOh2007).TheconsequentialSVCmakestheeventofthefirst

verbbeperceivedasenablingthesecondeventtotakeplacewhereasinthe

simultaneousSVCtwoeventsoccuratthesametime:

(12)SVCEventTypes

Relation per ct.(n=293)

Consequential 67.92%

Simultaneous 32.08%

Inthecorpusfindings,theconsequentialeventfrequentlyoccursas67.92%

morethanthesimultaneousone.Theinterestingpointineacheventtypeisthat

twoco-occurentactivityverbsofSVC arefoundinthesimultaneousevent

(40.43%)more than the causalrelation (11.06%);this implies thatthe

simultaneousactionneedstheactivityverb.Inaddition,theconsequentialevent

pursuesmoretheachievementverbintheV1andV2.Inparticular,twoexisting

achievementverbsaremarkedas25.13% inthetemporalorderwhereasthey

occupy14.89%inthesimultaneousevent:

(13)a.John-i pwul-ul [palp-akku-ess-ta]

John-NOM fire-ACC [tread-COMPextinguish-PAST-DECL]

‘Johntrodthefireandextinguishedit.’

b.John-i hakkyo-ey [kel-e ka-ess-ta]

John-NOM school-OBL[walk-COMPgo-PAST-DECL]

‘Johnwenttoschool,walking.’

Thesentencein(13a)isinterpretedasthetemporalrelationinthatthe

treading-eventprecedestheextinguishing-eventinorder;twoachievementverbs
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areused.Inthesimultaneoussituationin(13b)givingtwobothactivityverbs,the

firstaction‘walking’modifiesthedirected-motioneventdenotedbyka-‘go’,

providingtheinformationofmannerormeanstowherethefinalverbtakesplace.

2.1.4ArgumentSharingandCompositioninSVC

TwoverbsinSVCrepresentoneeventlikeacomplexpredicate,sothey

sharenecessarilyonesinglesubject:

(14)Mia-ka (*Chelswu-ka)hakkyo-ey [kel-eka-ss-ta]

Mia-NOM (Chelswu-NOM)school-OBL[walk-COMP go-PAST-DECL]

‘(int.)Miawenttoschool,walking.’

‘*Miawenttoschool,walkingandatthedifferenttimeorplace,

Chelswuwenttoschool,walking.’

‘*MiawithChelswuwenttoschool,walking.’

‘*ChelswuwithMiawenttoschool,walking.’

IftherearetwosubjectsinSVC,severalmeaningsaregiventothesentence

in(14);first,thetwoexternalargumentshaveeacheventsimultaneously,

implyingthat‘MiaandChelswugotoschoolrespectivelyatthedifferentplace

ortime’.Anothersenseisthatonesubjectis‘toghtherwith’theothersubject.

Thismeansthat‘MiatogetherwithChelswu goestoschool,walking’,or

‘ChelswutogetherwithMiagoestoschool,walking’.Atthispoint,wecan

noticethatonlyonesubjectisobligatorilyrequiredinSVC.Ifthereismorethan

onesubject,theassertionofSVCtriggerstheinterpretationambiguity.

Inlikefashion,twoobjectscannotalsoexistinSVC,sotheyshouldbe

reducedtooneobject:

(15)Mia-ka (*koki-lul)sayngsen-ul[kwuw-e mek-ess-ta]

Mia-NOM (meat-ACC)fish-ACC [roast-COM eat-PAST-DECL]

‘(int.)Miaroastedthefishandateit.’

‘*Miaroastedthemeatandfish,andatethem.’

‘*Miaroastedthefish,andateitwiththeuncookedmeat.’

‘*Miaroastedthefish,andthenonlyatethemeat.’
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Therearethreeplausibleinterpretationsin(15)iftwoobjectsareallowed.

Onemeaningisthat‘bothtwomeatandfisharetogetherroastedandeaten’.

Anotherthingisthat‘thecookedfishiseatentogetherwiththeuncookedmeat’.

Thefinalmeaninggives‘onlytheingestionofthemeatevenifthefishis

roasted’.Thisambiguityofthesentencein(15)supportstheideathattheonly

oneobjectisrequiredinSVC.

TheobjectinSVCcanbeconnectedonlytooneoftwoverbs:

(16)Mary-ka hakkyo-ey ppang-ul [kwu-e ka-ess-ta]

Mary-NOM school-OBLbread-ACC [bake-COMPgo-PAST-DECL]

‘Marybakedthebreadandwenttoschool.’

In(16),theobjectppang‘bread’istheargumentofthefirsttransitiveverb

kwu-‘bake’whiletheobliqueargumenthakkyo-ey‘toschool’isselectedonlyby

thefinalverbka-‘go’.Inaddition,in(17a)onlythefinaltransitiveverbkenne-

‘cross’cantakeanobject:

(17)a.Mia-ka kang-ul [heyemchi-e kenne-ess-ta]

Mia-NOM river-ACC[swim-COMP cross-PAST-DECL]

‘Miacrossedtheriver,swimming.’

b.Mary-ka hakkyo-ey [heyemchi-e ka-ess-ta]

Mary-NOM school-OBL[swim-COMPgo-PAST-DECL]

‘Marywenttoschool,swimming.’

Inthecaseof(17b),thesubjectissharedintwoverbs,buttheoblique

argumentislinkedonlytothefinalverbka-‘go’.

(18)a.Mia-ka John-ekey chayk-ul [sa-a cwu-ess-ta]

Mia-NOM John-DAT book-ACC [buy-COMPgive-PAST-DECL]

‘MiaboughtthebookandgaveittoJohn.’

b.John-i namwu-luljip-ey [olmki-e sim-ess-ta]

John-NOM tree-ACChome-OBL[shift-COMP plant-PAST-DECL]

‘Johnshiftedthetreetohomeandplanteditathome.’
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Thetwoverbsin(18a)sharethesamesubjectandobject,butthefinalverb

cwu-‘give’needstrivalenceincludingthedativeargumentJohn-ekey‘toJohn’.In

(18b),twotrivalence-verbs,olmki-‘shift’andsim-‘plant’,bringthesharingof

thesubject,object,andobliqueargument.From thesefactswecannoticethat

theexternalargumentissharedwhereasthecomplementsinSVCarerequired

byselectivelybothoroneoftwoverbs;thismeansthattheargumentsharingis

flexible.

2.1.5TheScopeofNegationandAdverbialExpressioninSVC

Wecan alsonoticeotherinterestingsyntacticand semanticissue:the

ambiguityofthenegationandtheadverbialexpression.Inthecaseofthe

negation,theshortnegativeform ancannotseparatethetwoverbsinSVC:

(19)a.John-i sakwa-lulan [kkak-a mek-ess-ta]

John-NOM apple-ACCNEG [peel-COMP eat-PAST-DECL]

‘Johndidnotpeelandeattheapple.’or‘Johnatetheapple,butdidnotpeelit’

b.*John-i sakwa-lul [kkak-aan mek-ess-ta]

John-NOM apple-ACC [peel-COMPNEG eat-PAST-DECL]

Negativeitem onlyprecedesthetwo-verbSVC asexemplifiedin(19a).

Accordingtothescopeofthenegation,itcanbethewidescopeforthewhole

twoverbsoritcanaffectonlythefirstverbkkak-‘peel’.

Ontheotherhand,theadverbialphrasecanbeinsertedbetweentwoverbs

inSVC:

(20)a.ku-ka tamcang-ulshwipkye [ttwi-e nem-ess-ta]

he-NOM wall-ACC easily[jump-COMPpass-PAST-DECL]

‘Heeasilyjumpedthewallandpassedit.’or‘Hejumpedthewall

easily,andpassedit’

b.ku-ka tamcang-ul[ttwi-e shwipkye nem-ess-ta]

he-NOM wall-ACC[jump-COMPeasily pass-PAST-DECL]

‘Hejumpedthewall,andeasilypassedit.’
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Contrastwiththescopeofthenegation,theadverbeasilyin(20b)is

positionedbetweentwoverbs,givingthemodificationforthefinalverbnem-

‘pass’.Inaddition,thesentencein(20a)conveysthescopeambiguityofthe

adverbeasilywhichmodifiesthewholecomplexpredicateoronlythefirstverb

ttwi-‘jump’.Thisadverbialinsertion impliesthattwo verbsofSVC are

consideredastheverbphrasewhichconsistsofoneverblexemeandtheother

headverblexeme.

2.1.6SVC&AuxiliaryVerbConstruction&CoordinationVerbConstruction

ThelastpointisthatSVCisdifferentfrom AuxiliaryVerbConstruction

(AVC)(Choi2003;Pyoun2011).Theybothlookverysimilareachother,butSVC

holdseachfullmeaningofthetwoverbswhileinAVCtheargumentsand

lexicalmeaningofthefinalverbarebleached3):

(21)John-i sakwa-lul [kkak-a tay-ess-ta]

John-NOM apple-ACC [peel-ASM supply-PAST-DECL]

‘Johnkeptonpeelingtheapple.’

Thefirstverbkkak-‘peel’in(21)givesthemainlexicalmeaningtothe

predicatewhilethesecondoneexpressestheauxiliarymeaningof‘continuity’.

However,thefinalverbhasthetenseanddeclarativemarkerasasyntactic

headness.TheAVCdoesnothavethescopeambiguityofthenegationand

adverbialitem incontrastwithSVCasfollows:

(22)John-i sakwa-lulan/shwipke[kkak-a tay-ess-ta]

John-NOM apple-ACCNEG/easily[peel-ASM supply-PAST-DECL]

‘Johndidnotkeeponpeelingtheapple./Johneasilykepton

peelingtheapple.’

Asseenin(22),thenegationoradverbdoesnotmodifythefirstverbkkak-

‘peel’,butconfinesthewholetwo-verbofAVC.Anothersimpletestfor

3)ASM meansAuxiliarySuffixMarker.
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distinguishingSVCandAVCiswhetheritisallowedtoinsert–se‘andthen’in

betweentwoverbs:

(23)a.John-i sakwa-lul[kkak-a-semek-ess-ta](SVC)

John-NOM apple-ACC[peel-COMP-SUFFIX eat-PAST-DECL]

‘Johnpeeledtheappleandthenateit.’

b.*John-i sakwa-lul[kkak-a-setay-ess-ta](AVC)

John-NOM apple-ACC[peel-ASM-SUFFIXsupply-PAST-DECL]

Theungrammaticalityin(23b)impliesthatthesuffix–se‘andthen’triggers

thefinalverbtoproduceitslexicalmeaning;itisacceptableinSVCwhileitis

notinAVC.

SVCisalsodifferentfrom CoordinationVerbConstruction(CVC).Thetwo

verbsinCVCareconnectedwiththeconjunction–ko:

(24)a.John-i sayngsen-ul[kwup-ess-ko mek-ess-ta]

John-NOM fish-ACC [broil-PAST-CONJeat-PAST-DECL]

‘Johnbroiledthefishandateit.’

b.John-i sayngsen-ul an [kwup-ess-koanmek-ess-ta]

John-NOM fish-ACC NEG [broil-PAST-CONJNEGeat-PAST-DECL]

‘Johnneitherbroilednoratethefish.’

Asexemplifiedin(24a),thefirstverbaswellasthesecondoneinCVC

containsatensemarker.Eachshortnegativeformin(24b)ispositionedinfront

ofthefirstandthefinalverb,contrastwithSVC.

2.2 Three-Serialized Verb Construction 

2.2.1SyntacticHeadnessin3v-SVC

A second oneworthy noteisaboutthree-serialized verb construction

(3v-SVC)(Pyoun2011;Son2006).EvenifIsearched400verbtypesincorpus

data,Ionlyfoundthe32examplesabout3v-SVC.Basedonthissmallamountof
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data,Iwilllookintoitinthatanysurveyhasbynomeansexhaustedallthe

possiblewaysofconsidering itsinteresting issues:headnessand relation

betweenthefirstverb(V1),thesecondverb(V2),andthethirdverb(V3).The

mostnaturalorderingof3v-SVCisasfollows:

(25)say-ka hanul-lo[nal-a ol(u)-aka-ess-ta]

bird-NOM sky-OBL[fly-COMPmoveup-COMP go-PAST-DECL]

‘Thebirdwentuptothesky,flying’

TheV1andV2areattachedwiththecomplementizer-a/erespectively.The

firstverbshowsmanner,theV2ispath,andthefinalverbcarriesmotion.These

verbsrepresentoneeventlikethecomplexpredicate.Thefinalverbalso

containsthepasttense,honorification,andquestionmarker:

(26)a.halabeci-kkeyse pang-ey [kel-(*si)-e tul-(*si)-e ka-si-ess-ta]

grandfather-HON(NOM)room-OBL [walk-COMP enter-COMP

go-HON-PAST-DECL]

‘Grandfatherwentintotheroom,walking.’

b.halabeci-kkeyse pang-ey [kel-(*ni)-e tul-(*ni)-e ka-si-ess-ni]

grandfather-HON(NOM) room-OBL [walk-COMP enter-COMP

go-HON-PAST-QUE]

‘DidGrandfathergointotheroom,walking?’

Thehonorificmarker–siisusedonlyinthefinalverbof(26a)whereasthe

questionsuffix-niin(26b)cannotexistatthefirstandsecondverb.Thisimplies

thatthefinalverbisthesyntactichead.

2.2.2Verbsin3v-SVC

Theverbsin3v-SVCallow anyvalenceverbs,butitishardtofindany

instanceconsistingofthreetrivalenceverbsin3v-SVC:
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(27)CompositionofVerbsin3v-SVC

V1 types per ct.(n=32)

one-valence 28.13%

bivalence 46.88%

trivalence 25.00%

Incorpusfinding,thereistheflexibilityonputtinganyvalenceverbsinthe

V2andV3of3v-SVC.Inparticular,thebivalenceverbisthemostfreelyused

intheV1,markedas46.88%in(27).However,ifthetrivalenceverbintheV1

isfollowedbytwotrivalenceverbsintheV2andV3,thesentencemeaning

doesnotmakesenseasshownin(28d):

(28)a.John-i club-ey [kel-e tulega-a chwumchwu-ess-ta]

John-NOM club-OBL[walk-COMPgointo-COMP dance-PAST-DECL]

‘Johnwentintotheclub,walking,anddanced.’

b.Mia-ka sakwa-lul[kkak-a coliha-e mek-ess-ta]

Mia-NOM apple-ACC [peel-COMPcook-COMPeat-PAST-DECL]

‘Miapeeledtheapple,cookedit,andateit.’

c.John-i talk-ulsot-e[neh-e salm-a mek-ess-ta]

John-NOM chicken-ACC pot-OBL[put-COMPboil-COMPeat-PAST-DECL]

‘Johnputthechickeninthepot,boiledit,andateit.’

d.*Mia-kakapang-lulJohn-ekeyse [pili-ecwu-e twu-ess-ta]

Mia-NOM bag-ACC John-from [borrow-COMPgive-COMPput-PAST-DECL]

‘Miaborrowedthebagfrom John,gaveit(whom?),andputit

(where?)’

Thesentencein(28a)hasone-valenceverb,bivalenceverb,andone-valence

verbintheV1,V2,andV3respectively.Threebivalenceverbsoccupy3v-SVCin

(28b)while one trivalence verb exists in (28c).The case of(28d)is

ungrammaticalinthateachcwu-‘give’and -‘put’lacktherecipientand

locativeargument;threetrivalenceverbsof3c-SVCgivetheabnormalmeaning.

Anotherremarkablepointincorpusdataisthattheverbtypesarealso
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non-stativeverbswhichareidenticalwithSVCasexemplifiedin(28):activity,

achievement,andaccomplishment.Ialsolookedattheeventrelationbetween

threeverbsin3v-SVCasfollows:

(29)3v-SVCEventTypes

Relation per ct.(n=32)

Consequential 56.25%

Simultaneous 43.75%

Among32examples,theoccurencefrequencyofconsequentialrelationis

higherthanoneofsimultaneous.Theinterestingpointisthattheeventtypeis

determinedbytherelationoftheV2andV3,notbytheV1whichisnota

crucialfactor,butjustamodifier:

(30)a.John-i club-ey [kel-e tuleka-a chwumchwu-ess-ta]

John-NOM club-OBL [walk-COMPgointo-COMP dance-PAST-DECL]

‘Johnwentintotheclub,walking,anddanced.’

b.John-i club-ey [tuleka-a huntul-e chwumchwu-ess-ta]

John-NOM club-OBL[gointo-COMP wave-COMPdance-PAST-DECL]

‘Goingintotheclub,Johndanced,waving.’

Thesentencein(30a)providesthetemporalordereveniftherelationofthe

V1andV2showsthesimultaneousaction.Ifanotheractivityverbisreplacedas

huntul-‘wave’intheV2of(30b),theorginalrelationof(30a)ischangedintothe

simultaneousevent.

2.2.3StrongRelationbetweenV2andV3

Atthispoint,Iproposethatthesecondandthethirdverbarestrongly

interrelated,givingoneevent,whereasthefirstverbexpressesextrabackground

informationtotheeventwhichshowsthesimultaneousactionorthetemporal

orderbytheV2andV3:
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(31)a.say-ka hanul-lo [nal-a ol(u)-a ka-ess-ta]

bird-NOMsky-OBL[fly-COMPmoveup-COMPgo-PAST-DECL]

‘Thebirdwentuptothesky,flying’

b.Mary-ka John-eykey ppang-ul [sa-a ponay-e cwu-ess-ta]

Mary-NOM John-DATbread-ACC[buy-COMPsend-COMPgive-PAST-DECL]

‘Maryboughtthebread,andsentandgaveittoJohn.’

TheV1givesitsadditionallexicalmeaningtotheeventformedbytheV2

andV3;itoccursatthesametimewiththelasttwoverbsin(31a)whilein(31b)

theactiongivenbythefirstverbprecedes‘sentandgaveittoJohn’.Wecan

verifythisideaasdeletingtheV1:

(32)a.say-ka hanul-lo [ol(u)-a ka-ss-ta]

bird-NOM sky-OBL [moveup-COMP go-PAST-DECL]

‘Thebirdwenttothesky,movingup’

b.Mary-ka John-eykey ppang-ul[ponay-e cwu-ess-ta]

Mary-NOM John-DAT bread-ACC [send-COMPgive-PAST-DECL]

‘MarysentandgavethebreadtoJohn.’

Contrastwiththesentencesin(31),eveniftherearenotthefirstverbs,

nal-‘fly’andsa-‘buy’,respectivelyin(32),bothsentencesin(32)makesense.

However,ifweeliminatethesecondverbof3v-SVC,theoriginalmeaningwill

becomesounddifferently:

(33)a.say-ka hanul-lo [nal-a ol(u)-a ka-ss-ta]

bird-NOMsky-OBL[fly-COMPmoveup-COMPgo-PAST-DECL]

‘Thebirdwentuptothesky,flying’

b.say-ka hanul-lo [nal-a ________ ka-ss-ta]

bird-NOM sky-OBL [fly-COMP ________ go-PAST-DECL]

‘Thebirdfliedtothesky.’

Theclausein(33a)expresses‘thebirddefinitelystayedinthesky,goingup

higherandhigher’whileonein(33b)givesthemeaningof‘thebirdintendedto
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flytothesky,butnobodyknewthatitactuallyfliedinthesky;itcouldstayin

thegroundorintheair.’

AnothersimpletestfordistinguishingtheV1from theV2andV3isthe

insertionof–se‘andthen’andsentencere-ordering:

(34)a.say-ka hanul-lo[nal-a-se ol(u)-a(*-se) ka-ss-ta]

bird-NOMsky-OBL [fly-COMP-SUFFIXmoveup-COMPgo-PAST-DECL]

‘Thebirdfliedandthenitwentuptothesky’

b.say-ka nal-a-se hanul-lo [____ ol(u)-a ka-ss-ta]

bird-NOM fly-COMP-SUFFIX sky-OBL [ ____ move up-COMP

go-PAST-DECL]

‘Thebirdfliedandthenitwentuptothesky’

Asseenin(34a),thesuffix–seislinkedonlytothefirstverb,notthe

secondverb.TheV1in(34b)canbeextractedfrom thecomplexpredicate,

givingthesamemeaningwiththesentencein(34a).Moreover,whenauxiliary

verbconstruction(AVC)iscombinedwithanotherverb,thereisnounification

betweenthreeverbs(Choi2003):

(35)John-i sakwa-lul[kkak-a mek-e tay-ess-ta]

John-NOMapple-ACC[peel-COMPeat-ASM supply-PAST-DECL]

‘Johnpeeledanappleandkeptoneatingit.’

Theverbkkak-‘peel’isseparatedfromAVC,anditcannotbeadjoinedtothe

secondverbmek-‘eat’inthatthesecondandfinalverbstogetherexpressa

singleeventuality.

2.2.4TheScopeofNegationandAdverbialExpressionin3v-SVC

InasimilarveinwiththedetachmentoftheV1,thescopeofthenegation

andadverbialitem alsosupportstheideaofthestrongrelationbeweentheV1

andV2:
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(36)a.say-ka hanul-lo an/shwipkye [nal-a ol(u)-aka-ss-ta]

bird-NOM sky-OBL NEG/easily[fly-COMPmoveup-COMP

go-PAST-DECL]

‘Thebirddidnotgouptothesky,notflying’/‘Thebirdwentup

tothesky,notflying’

‘Thebirdeasilywentuptothesky,flying’/‘Thebirdwentupto

thesky,easilyflying’

b.say-kahanul-lo [nal-a an/shwipkye ol(u)-aka-ss-ta]

bird-NOM sky-OBL [fly-COMP NEG/easily moveup-COMP

go-PAST-DECL]

‘Thebirddidnotgouptothesky,flying.(=Thebirdflied,butitdid

notgouptothesky.)’

‘Thebirdeasilywentuptothesky,flying.(=Thebirdflied,andit

easilywentuptothesky.)’

c.say-ka hanul-lo [nal-a ol(u)-a*an/shwipkye ka-ss-ta]

bird-NOM sky-OBL [fly-COMP moveup-COMP NEG/easily

go-PAST-DECL]

‘Thebirdeasilywenttothesky,movingupandflying.

(=Thebirdflied,itmovedup,anditeasilywenttothesky.)’

Inthesentencein(36a),theshortnegativeform andadverbialexpression

canhavethewideornarrowscope;thewholethreeverbsortheonlyfirstverb

nal-‘fly’ismodified.However,in(36b)thenegativeandadverbialcanbe

insertedbetweentheV1andV2,andtheymodifytheeventoftheV2andV3;

thisfactsupportsmyproposalthattheV1isdetachedfrom theV2andV3

sequence.Furthermore,theadverbeasily,notanadverbialnegativenot,exists

betweentheV2andV3,givingthemodificationforthefinalverbka-‘go’in

(36c).Ithinkthisscopeambiguitysupportstheideathat3v-SVCisanalyzedas

theverbphrase,consistingofthefirstverblexemeandthelasttwo-verbphrase

whichcanbeexplainedbySVC.

2.2.5ArgumentSharingandCompositionin3v-SVC

InlikefashionwesawtheargumentsharinginSVC,thesubjectin3v-SVC
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isalsonecessarilyshared:

(37)say-ka hanul-lo[nal-a ol(u)-a ka-ess-ta]

bird-NOM sky-OBL [fly-COMP moveup-COMPgo-PAST-DECL]

‘Thebirdwentuptothesky,flying’

Thethreeintransitiveverbsin(37)havetheidenticalsubjectaswellasthe

obliqueargumenthanul-lo‘tothesky’.Theobjectcanalsobethecomplement

sharedbythreeverbs:

(38)Mary-ka cipwung-wi-ey kong-ul [tenci-e oli-e ponay-ess-ta]

Mary-NOM roof-on-OBL ball-ACC [throw-COMP raise-COMP

send-PAST-DECL]

‘Marysenttheballontotheroof,throwingitontotheroof.’

Threetrivalenceverbsin(38)needtheidenticaltheobjectkong‘ball’andthe

locativeargumentcipwung-wi-ey‘ontotheroof’.Thedativeargumentcanbe

connectedwithtwoditransitiveverbsin(39):

(39)Mary-ka John-eykey ppang-ul [sa-a ponay-e cwu-ess-ta]

Mary-NOM John-DAT bread-ACC [buy-COMP send-COMP

give-PAST-DECL]

‘Maryboughtthebread,andsentandgaveittoJohn.’

However,ifanyverbsin3v-SVCarenotlinkedtoitsownarguments,the

ungrammaticalitywilloccurasfollows:

(40)*Mia-ka kapang-ulJohn-ekeyse [pili-e cwu-e twu-ess-ta]

Mia-NOM bag-ACC John-from [borrow-COMP give-COMP

put-PAST-DECL]

‘Miaborrowedthebagfrom John,gaveit(whom?),andputit

(where?)’
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Thesentencein(40)isnotgrammaticalbecausecwu-‘give’andtwu-‘put’

needstherecipientandlocativeargumentrespectively.Thispropertyof3v-SVC

impliesthattheargumentsharingandcompositionarequiteflexible.

Inthissection,wehavelookedintothegrammaticalpropertiesofSVCand

3v-SVC;theirsyntacticheadisatthefinalverb,andtheyarequiteflexiblein

the argument sharing and composition.Non-stative bivalence verb is

productivelygeneratedinSVC.SVCalsoexpressesthesimultaneousactionor

causaleventuality,holdingthefullmeaningofeachlexicalverbitem;the

activityverbisfrequentlyusedinthesimultaneousevent.Thefirstverbin

3v-SVCisdetachedfrom theV2&V3relation,anditgivesextrabackground

informationtotheeventformedbythesecondandfinalverbs.Inthenext

section,wewillreviewthepreviousliteratureaboutKoreanSVC.

3. A Constructional Perspective

3.1 Sign-Based Construction Grammar

InSign-BasedConstructionGrammar(SBCG),alanguageisconsideredasan

infinitesetofsignswhichareanalyzedasFeatureStructures(FSs)thatspecify

values for the five features: PHON(phonology), FORM(morphology),

SYN(syntax),SEM(semantic),andCNTXT(context)(BoasandSag2011;Michaelis

forthcoming).Theexplanationforthefeaturesisgivenasfollows:

(41) 

(42)a.SYN describesthegrammaticalsign.ItsvaluesareCAT(egory)

whicharegrammaticalcategories,andVAL(ence)thatspecifiesan

expression’ssyntactic-semanticarguments.

PHON    -

FORM   -

SYN      -

SEM      -

CNTXT -  

phon obj

morph obj

sign syn obj

sem obj

context obj

é ù
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê úë û
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b.SEM bearsthemeaningofasign.ItsINDEX identifiesthe

referentofanexpression,andFRAMESisusedtospecifythelist

ofpredications.

c.FORM givesthemorphologicalpropertiesofagivensign.

d.CONTEXTisusedtospecifyfeaturesofcontextualelements.

Signsareused tomodelphrasesaswellaswords.Inparticular,the

lexical-classconstructiondescribesthepropertiesofsetsofwordsandlexemes

whereasthecombinatoricconstructionexplainsthehead-daughterrelation.The

typesfordeterminingFSsarealsohierarchicallystructured;forexample,ifa

typeBisasubtypeofatypeA,thetypeBinheritsfromthetypeA.Thismeans

thattheFSofthetypeBmustfollowallconstraintsthatsatisfythetypeA.

InKorean,Subject-PredicateConstructionlicensessimpledeclarativeclauses:

(43)Subject-PredicateConstruction(BoasandSag2011:140):

ThisconstructionsaysthatthesecondsignVPcombineswithitssubject,and

theSYN valuesofmotherand head daughterareidentified.Inaddition,

PredicationalHead-ComplementConstructionexplainsthatallcompelements

excepttothesubjectarerealizedwithintheVP.Iprovideitinthewayof

Koreangrammarasfollows:

MTR       SYN   ! VAL 

VF    

CAT    INV   -
DTRS   , : SYN  : 

AUX  -

MRKG    unmk

VAL     

HD-DTR     

fin

subj pred cl X Z

X

Z

Y

Y

é ùé ùé ùë ûë ûê ú
ê úé ùé ù
ê úê úê ú

é ùê úê úê ú
ê úê úê úê ú
ê úê úê úê ú- - Þ
ê úê ê úë ûê ú

ê ê úê ú
ê ê úê ú
ê ê úê úë ûë ûê
ê
êë û

ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
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(44)PredicationalHead-ComplementConstruction:

Thecomplementsprecedetheverbduetohead-finallanguage,whichis

differentfrom English.Thesesimplerulesexplainsthephrasalconstructionin

Korean.

3.2 Head Lexeme Expression: Serial Verb Construction  

IproposethatKoreanSVCisanalyzedasHead-LexcialConstruction,built

by two lexemes,asshown in (45).The two lexicalitemsare notin

complementaryrelation;althoughthereexistsahead,theotherlexemeisnotthe

complementofthehead:

(45)Head-LexicalConstruction

Koreanverblexemeisdistinguished intothemainand auxiliaryverb

accordingtowhetheritcanbeusedindependently:[AUX±](Kim 2004).The

main verb hasalso two sub-categories:stativeverb [STATIVITY +]and

non-stativeverb[STATIVITY-].Thenon-stativeverbisagainclassifiedinto

one-valence,bivalence,andtrivalenceverb.Atthispoint,wecanrememberthat

MTR           SYN   ! VAL 

DTRS               

CAT    XARG  HD-DTR     : 
SYN  : 

VAL     

:

word
pred hd comp cxt

X

nelist Z

Z
X

Y

L

Y

Y L

é ùé ùé ùë ûë ûê ú
ê úÅ
ê ú
ê úé ù

- - - Þ ê úê ú
é ùé ùê úê úë û
ê úê úê ú

Åê úê úê úë ûë û
ê ú
ë û

[ ]

[ ]

MTR        
LEX    + 

DTRS     LEX + ,  H

HD-DTR   H: LEX +

phrase

hd lex cxt

é ù
ê ú

é ùê ú
ê úê úë û- - Þ

ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê úë û
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[ ]

- -

XARG        1
SYN 

VAL 1 GCASE  A B

IND    1MTR                

-
SEM 

FRAMES  SIT         2 

SIT         3

nonstative v lxm

nom

S

nonstative fr

S

S

hd svc

é ù
ê ú

é ùê ú
ê úê ú
ê úÅ Åê úë û

ê ú
é ùê ú
ê úê ú

é ùê úê ú
ê úê úê ú
ê úê úê ú
ê úê úë ûê úë û

ê ú
ë û

-

- -

VFORM     /

SYN XARG         1  

DTRS         ,VAL     1 A

-
SEM | FRAMES  

SIT      2

- -

VFORM     

SYN 

HD-DTR     :

nonstative v lxm

a e

nonstative fr

S

nonstative v lxm

f

H

H

é ù
ê ú

é ùê ú
ê úê ú
ê úê ú
ê úê ú

Åê úê úë û
ê ú

é ùê ú
ê úê ú
ë ûê ú

ê úë û

AUX            -

XARG        1
     

VAL     1 B

-
SEM | FRAMES  

SIT      3

in

nonstative fr

S

é ù
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê
ê
ê
ê
ê
ê
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ê úê

é ùê úê
ê úê úê
ê úê úê
ê úê úê
ê úê úê
ê úÅê úê ë û

ê úê
ê úé ùê
ê úê úê

ë ûê úê
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ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú

theverbsofSVCarenonstative;itrepresentsaction,eventorprocessrather

thanstate.Therefore,theverbsinSVCaredefinedas[STATIVITY-].Fromthis

explanation,KoreangrammarintroducesHead-SVCasfollows4):

(46)Head-SerialVerbConstruction

4)⊕ denotestheoperationcalled‘sum’,appendingonelistontoanother(Sagetel.2003)

GCASEisgrammaticalcasewhileSCASEmeanssemanticcase(Kim 2004).
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Asspecifiedin(46),twoserialverbsarenotinaselectionalrelation;two

verbsinSVCdonottakeeachotherascomplement.EachsituationS2andS3of

twoverbsbecomeslikeacomplexpredicaterepresentingoneevent(S1).Two

lexicalitemsformingoneverbphrasearenon-stativewhichallowsone-valence,

bivalence,andtrivalenceverb.Thefirstverbhastheverbformof–a/e,andits

valencevaluesarethesubject[GCASEnom]andA.Ontheotherhand,thefinal

verbisheadandfiniteaswellasnon-auxiliary.Thefinalpointtomentionis

thatthereistheargumentsharingandcomposition.Eachnon-stativeverb

generallyhasthesharedsubject,taggedas1[GCASEnom]andXARG1.The

remaining complementsoftwo verbsare composed ofA plusB.This

constructioncanexplainthefollowingsentencementionedalreadyabove:

(47)Mary-ka hakkyo-eyppang-ul [kwu-e ka-ess-ta]

Mary-NOM school-OBLbread-ACC[bake-COMP go-PAST-DECL]

‘Marybakedthebreadandwenttoschool.’

Thefirstkwup-‘bake’hasthesubjectandobjectwhileka-‘go’needsthe

identicalsubjectplustheobliqueargument.Accordingtotheconstructionin

(52),thetwoverbsin(47)sharethesubject,andtheremainingobjectand

obliquecomplementarecombinedeachotheratthemothernode.

AnotherissueistolookintohowtoexplaintheobjectsharinginSVC:
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(48)Head-Object-SerialVerbConstruction

[ ] [ ]

- -

XARG        1MTR               
SYN 

VAL 1 GCASE  2 GCASE A B

- -

VFORM     /
DTRS           

SYN XARG        1  

VAL     1 2 A

nonstative v lxm

nom acc

nonstative v lxm

a e

hd obj svc

é ù
ê ú

é ùê ú
ê úê ú
ê úÅ Å Åê úë ûë û

é

é ù
ê ú
ê ú- -
ê ú

Å Åê ú
ë ûë

,

- -

VFORM     

AUX            -HD-DTR         
SYN 

XARG        1

VAL     1 2 B

:

nonstative v lxm

fin

H

H

é ù
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú

ùê ú
ê úê ú
ê úê ú
ê úê ú
ê úê ú
ê úê ú
ê úûê ú

ê ú
é ùê ú
ê úê úé ùê úê úê úê úê úê úê úê úê úê úê úê úê úê úê úÅ Åê úê úë ûë ûë û

(49)Miyoung-i cwul-eul [cap-a tangki-ess-ta]

Miyoung-NOMrope-ACC [draw-COMP pull-PAST-DECL]

‘Miyoungpulledarope,drawingit.’

Thesentencein(49)islicensedbytheconstructionin(48);Idonotspecify

thesemanticinformation herebecausethishead-object-SVC inheritsfrom

Head-SVC.Theobjectisfeaturedas[GCASEacc]sharedbytwoverbs.

AnotherexamplewelookedatisthesharedobliqueargumentinSVC:
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(50)Head-Oblique-SerialVerbConstruction

[ ] [ ]

- -

XARG        1MTR               
SYN 

VAL 1 GCASE  2 SCASE A B

- -

VFORM     /
DTRS           

SYN XARG        1  

VAL     1 2 A

nonstative v lxm

nom dir

nonstative v lxm

a e

hd obl svc

é ù
ê ú

é ùê ú
ê úê ú
ê úÅ Å Åê úë ûë û

é

é ù
ê ú
ê ú- -
ê ú

Å Åê ú
ë ûë

,

- -

VFORM     

AUX            -HD-DTR         
SYN 

XARG        1

VAL     1 2 B

:

nonstative v lxm

fin

H

H

é ù
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú
ê ú

ùê ú
ê úê ú
ê úê ú
ê úê ú
ê úê ú
ê úê ú
ê úûê ú

ê ú
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(51)Mary-ka hakkyo-ey [heyemchi-e ka-ess-ta]

Mary-NOM school-OBL[swim-COMP go-PAST-DECL]

‘Marywenttoschool,swimming.’

Thisconstructionin(50)specifiesthedirectionalargumentaswellasthe

subjectsharedbythetwoverbs,sothislicensesthesentencein(51).

Wealsosaw thecausalityrelationinSVC,soIuse[FIRST±]featureto

denotethetemporalorder.Thefeatureisusedinthefollowingconstructionthat

three-valencevaluesaresharedbythetwoverbsofSVC:
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(52)Head-Object-Oblique-SerialVerbConstruction

[ ] [ ] [ ]

- -

XARG         1   MTR                
SYN 

VAL 1 GCASE 2 GCASE 3 SCASE 

- -

VFORM     /
DTRS         

SYN XARG         1  

VAL     1 2 3

nonstative v lxm

nom acc dir

nonstative v lxm

a e

hd obj obl svc

é ù
ê ú

é ùê ú
ê úê ú
ê úÅ Åê úë ûë û

é

- - -
Å Å

,
 

- -

VFORM     

AUX            -
HD-DTR     SYN      

XARG        1  

VAL     1 2 3

SEM | FRAMES | FIRST    -

:

nonstative v lxm

fin

H

H

é
ê
ê
ê
ê
ê
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ê ú

û

(53)a.John-i namwu-luljip-ey [olmki-e sim-ess-ta]

John-NOMtree-ACChome-OBL [shift-COMPplant-PAST-DECL]

‘Johnshiftedthetreetohomeandplanteditathome.’

b.

Theconstructionin(52)showstheconsequentialrelation,sothefeature

[FIRST-]isgiventothefinalverb.Thislicensesthesentencein(53a)whichis

structuredin(53b).Thetwoverbssharethesamearguments:thesubject,object,

andoblique.Forreference,allofKoreanSVCsentencesarelicensedbythe

Subject-Predicate&PredicationalHead-ComplementConstructionsaswellasthe

Head-SVCconstructions.

In thispart,Ihavetried to explain SVC asproposing hd-svc.This

non-movementapproach solves the argumentsharing and consequential

relation.Inthenextsection,Iwilloffertheexplanationfor3v-SVC.
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3.3 Three Serialized Verb Construction  

Asexplainedintheprevioussection,thethreeserializedverbconstructionin

KoreanconsistsofV1,andV2& V3relation;V1givesextrabackground

informationtotheeventformedbythesecondandfinalverbs.Atthispoint,I

propose3v-SVC:

(54)Head-3v-SerialVerbConstruction

[ ]

- -

XARG       1    
SYN 

VAL 1 GCASE  A B C

IND    0MTR                
-

SEM 
FRAMES  SIT         1

SIT         2 

3

nonstative v lxm

nom

S

nonstative fr

S

S
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-
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H
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(55)say-ka hanul-lo [nal-a ol(u)-a ka-ss-ta]

bird-NOM sky-OBL [fly-COMP moveup-COMPgo-PAST-DECL]

‘Thebirdwentuptothesky,flying’  
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Thenoteworthythinghereisthattheheaddaughterin(54)isalready

licensedbytheHead-SVCin(46);ascombiningV2withthefinalheadverb

(V3),twosituations(S3andS4)representoneevent(S2).Theheadfeaturevalue

ofV3isidenticalwithoneofthisheaddaughterin(54)byHeadFeature

Principle;thereisalsotheargumentsharingandcompositioninthehead

daughterascombining1withAandB5).Thisheadlexemephrasefinallymeets

thefirstverb(V1)atthemothernode.Thesetwo-verblexemesarenotina

selectionalrelation;theydonottakeeachotherascomplement.Allverbsare

non-stative,andtheysharethesubject[GCASEnom].Inthissection,Ihave

provided3v-SVCbrieflybasedonthenon-movementapproach.

4. Conclusions

Inthiscasestudy,IsearchedKoreanserialverbconstruction,basedonthe

293examplesofSVCandthe32instancesof3v-SVCfrom SejongPOS-tagged

Corpus.Thenon-stativebivalenceverbisproductivelygenerated in SVC,

representingoneeventlikeacomplexpredicate.Thefinalverbisgenerally

consideredastheheadwithtense,moodandaspect.ThetwoverbsinSVCalso

show thetemporalorderorsimultaneousevent;theactivityverbfrequently

occursinthesimultaneousaction.Inaddition,welookedattheargument

sharingandcomposition:subject,objectandobliqueargument.3v-SVCalsohas

asimilarpatternwithSVC;itsfinalverbisheadanditshowstheargument

sharing.Theinterestingpointin3v-SVCisthatthefirstverbisdetachedfrom

theV2andV3relation,givingtheextrabackgroundtotheeventformedbythe

V2&V3.

ThepreviousapproachesforSVC haveanunresolved issue:argument

sharing.BasedonSign-BasedConstructionGrammar,IproposedHead-SVC

construction;itisthehead-lexemeexpressionwhichlettwolexemesbecomeone

phrase.3v-SVCinKoreaninheritstheconstraintsfromSVC.Thisnon-movement

providestheplausibleexplanationforthegrammaticalpropertiesofSVCand

3v-SVC.

5)HeadFeaturePrinciple(HFP):inanyheadedphrase,theHEADvalueofthemotherand

theHEADvalueoftheheaddaughtermustbeidentical(Sagetal.2003)
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