A
(F3ehsta)

Kim, Daesung. 2003. A Study on the Sound Values of the Other I,
E, O in Ancient Japanese. The Linguistic Association of Korea
Journal, 11(2), 157-183. This paper aims at reconstructuring the sound
values of the other I, E, O in Ancient Japanese which had eight vowels
in Nara period (A.D. 710-794). In the case of the other I, I examined the
sound value of Ancient Chinese medials in division I and IV which
Bernhard Karlgren, Chinese and Japanese scholars had assumed, and
proposed my own, because the other I depends on the medials.
According to the Nihongi (Chronicles of Japan from the Earliest Times
to A.D.697), Manyou kanas or Japanese phonetic alphabet that belong to
the rimes Hai (%) and Hui (JKX) were very much used to represent the
other E, which made me to investigate the two rimes to figure out the
sound value of the other E. The result is that the other E , like the
other I, is a diphthong. As the sound value of the other O is determined
by one of the rimes Yu (f1) and Deng (%) that is most likely similar
to it, I made it clear that Yu is the main rime and the other O's value
is a [e] based on five grounds. We arrive at the conclusions that the
other I is [#] including Hil, E [31] including [3e], O [s].
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“Here the Korean loans give us valuable aid. In Table E this
ancient source distinguishes in Div.I between rime 45 and rime 46.
The former is written —ai(long a), the latter —di(short d) — both
are now pronounced —@ but the conservative writing keeps them
well apart...”(Bernhard Karlgren, 1963, p. 242)
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