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Choi, Sunghwa. (2019). The inanimate subject honorification of the pre-final ending '-si- and its strategic usage
related to the politeness theory. 7he Linguistic Association of Korea Journal 274), 37-51. The main purpose of
this study is to investigate the acceptability of the emerging phenomenon of the Korean pre—final ending '-si—', in
which '-si—' seemingly respects inanimate subjects, with the experimental method widely used in the areas of
experimental syntax. In experiment 1, participants rated the acceptability of various sentences, including inanimate
subject sentences with or without the honorific marker '—si—". Results in experiment 1 showed violation effect on the
use of '—si—' in sentences with inanimate subjects comparing to human, respectable subjects. This result suggests the
possibility that Korean speakers have not accepted this new usage of '-si—' as grammatical. We also tested the
hypothesis that the inanimate subject honorific '=si—' is used for pragmatic reasons, specifically, face—saving motives in
Brown and Levinson's politeness theory. In experiment 2, the acceptability of the use of '—si—' in inanimate subject
sentences in face—threatening contexts is tested. The findings of this experiment show that the ungrammatical usage of
the ending '-si—' is likely to be a strategic usage to preserve the face between conversation participants.

FH0{(Key Words): Aot oju] ‘~A]-"(pre—final ending ‘-si~), AF& FA| =% (inanimate subject honorification), =z}
=%U(hearer honorification), 84 T acceptability judgement), & S}W(refusal speech act), AHH ¥
P (face threatening act), 3<*J(politeness)
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dlg o), (67 o] AT L FESH ARl ofn] Fulapt Usks Zlo] AsiA gla Age] TS &
W] Sl 1AL 95T Bast i) wel T2 we) Agier chA) wA0) RS Sids ghong Ae B -
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SR 2 Qe AGE BAES % HeAs B BRomd, i e ol B0
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olgfet AoAg gt thell FAAE FolidS 2Rlobr] flofl A =3a 9 2 (Linear mixed effect modeD)S ©]&
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Al-e] EA AR)'E 14 Q%l(fixed factor) 02 Sl SAA AAS Aok 2+ 1 8l F AJSAEO] A
(coefficient), EE 22}, 95% Al=77to] & 29 7 30 AX|=3ict.

B2 59 70| 273 b &9 30| 27i0] £84 T 40| BF BV B 24 Z}
b SE P 95% CI
4w ~0.07 0.08 0391 0.2 0.09
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b SE P 95% CI
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B 20 EW, £ o] 277 H] £4 Fol 2 Fol {F T FTA £Y Al AT A8 aarh EARES
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