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Koo Jong-Nam. 2000. On the Morphology and Syntax of ‘P'uni’.
Linguistics 8-2, 197-216. 'P'uni’, the negative polarity item, acts like a
postposition. The purpose of this paper is to examine the morphological
structure of 'p'uni’ and to discuss the syntactic problems of the sentences
which involve 'p'uni’. In this paper 1 verified that 'p'uni’ derived from the
structure 'p'un{only) + i-(copula)’ by gramaticalization, and argued that the
real subjects or objects are the expressions which represent the sister
members of NP to which ’'p'uni’ attaches('p'uni’ implicates the sister
members semantically). And I proved that 'p'uni’ - not the covert element
‘amoodo(nobody)’ - is the real negative polarity item in fact. In addition
the reasons why the ’‘puni’ sentences are restricted in imperative and
suggestive sentences are discussed. (Chonbuk National University)
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