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theEnglishSimplePastandPresentPerfectinControlledContexts.TheLinguistic

AssociationofKoreaJournal,21(4),119-145.ThisstudyinvestigatesadvancedKorean

EFLlearners’choicebetweenthesimplepastandthepresentperfectinacontrolled

condition.Datawerecollectedthroughawrittenelicitationtaskconsistingofthirty

varied contextsand in-depth interviewswith twenty learnersand ten native

speakers.Theirresponseswereanalyzedinlightoftheextantaccountsofthe

meaninganduseofthepresentperfect.Mainfindingsare:(1)Koreanlearnersof

Englishemploythetwotensesappropriatelyespeciallywhenthereareexplicit

lexicalcuessuchastimeadverbials;(2)theytendtooverusethesimplepastwhen

theydescribeaneventthatoccurredinthepastbutisbeingtopicalizedinthe

presentdiscourse,orwhenitoccurredatanon-specifictimeandmaypossibly

continueaftertheutterancetime;andfinally,(3)theyoverusethepresentperfect

with verbswhoselexicalaspectisofachievementtype,overgeneralizingthe

resultativeinterpretationruletothecaseswhereeventtimerequiresareferencetoa

definitepast.

KeyWords:KoreanEFLlearners,presentperfect,simplepast

1. Introduction

Theuseofatense/aspectmarkerisdeterminedbyamultitudeoffactors,
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includingnotonlythespeaker’slinguisticknowledgebutalsothecontextofthe

utteranceandthelistener’sinferentialabilitytointerpretthespeaker’sintention.

IthasbeenreportedthatKoreanEFL(EnglishasaForeignLanguage)learners

tendtooverusesimplepastwhileunderusingpresentperfect(Im,2008;Kang,

2003).Thisisinpartbecausethepresentperfectismoremarkedthanthesimple

pastwithregardtosemanticandmorphologicalcomplexity.Besides,theperfect

isnotproductivelyusedinKoreanasthepreteriteformofaverbcanconveya

presentperfectreading.Forexample,sentence(1a)maymeaneither(1b)or(1c)

dependingonthespeechcontext.

(1)a.나는        일을         끝냈다.

I-NOM work-ACC finish-PAST

b.Ifinishedmyworksometimeago.

c.Ihavejustfinishedmywork.

ThetwogrammaticalizedtemporalcategoriesinEnglishhavebeendescribed

intermsof(a)somethingstilltrueversussomethingnolongertrue,(b)

somethingrepeatedasanongoinghabitfrom thepasttothepresentversus

somethingthathappenedataspecifictime,and(c)anindefinitepasttime

versus a definite pasttime (e.g.,Biber et al.,1999;Celce-Murcia &

Larsen-Freeman,1999;Cowan,2008;Quirketal.,1985;Yule,1998).Inthe

classroom,theEnglishperfectisusuallytaughtinastructuredmanner.First,

fourdistinctreadingsofthepresentperfectareintroduced:(a)continuance―

whenthestatehascontinuedfrom thepasttothepresent,(b)completion―

whentheactionorstateisrecentlycompleted,(c)resultstate―theactionor

changeofstatethataffectsthepresentasaresult,and(d)experience―apast

experiencepertainingtothepresentstate.Second,prepositionsandadverbials

suchasever,never,for,just,andsincearetaughtasindicatorstotheperfectform

ofthemainverb.Then,studentsareprovidedwithlistsofsentencesandare

askedtochooseappropriateformswithlittlecontextualinformation(Kang,2003;

Pounds,2011).Thisinstructionalprocedure,however,often fallsshortof

addressingthecomplexinterplayofthetense/aspectformatives.

Thoughtherehasbeenextensiveresearchintothelinguisticpropertiesofthe

twotemporalcategories,adetaileddescriptionoferrorsmadebylearnersfrom
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differentfirstlanguage(L1)backgroundsandthecontextsinwhichtheerrors

ariseremainlargelyunexplored.Thisstudythusaimstorevealtheextentto

whichadvancedKoreanlearnersofEnglishcan(orcannot)makeajudicious

andmeaningfuluseofthepastandpresentperfect.Datawerecollectedthrough

aforced-choicequestionnairecomprisingavarietyofsituationsandin-depth

interviewswithtwentylearnersandtennativeEnglishspeakers.Drawingon

thefindings,weattempttoidentifythelinguisticandcontextualfeaturesof

errorsmadebyKoreanEFLleaners.

2. The Meaning of the Present Perfect

Thissectionpresentsinhighlyexcerptedform someofthemajortheories

aboutthemeaninganduseoftheEnglishperfect.Thepresentperfecthasas

manyasfourdistinctreadings,illustratedby(2)below(Kiparsky,2002).

(2)a.Existential:FredhasvisitedParisseveraltimes.

b.Universal:Ihaveknownhim since1960.

c.Resultative:Theyhaveprobablycaughtthesuspectbynow.

d.RecentPast:FerdinandhasbeenassassinatedinSarajevo.

Onegenerallyacceptedexplanationisthat(a)thepresentperfectisusedwhen

talkingaboutaperiodoftimethatcontinuesfrom thepastuntilthespeech

time,(b)itisusedtogiveinformationortoannouncearecentevent,and(c)it

isusedforanactivitythathasrecentlystopped,sothereisaconnectionwith

thepresentmoment.Opinionsdifferon whetherthereadingsin (2)are

semanticallydistinct,orarepragmaticinterpretationsofabasicmeaning.Some

notableattemptstolinkthebasicmeaningoftheperfect(i.e.,eventtime

precedesreferencetime)withitspolysemoususagebyappealingtopragmatic

principlesincludeMcCoard(1978)andKlein(1992,1994),whoholdthatthe

presentperfectisusedwhentheoccurrenceofthepasteventissomehow

relevanttopresentconcerns.McCoard(1978)classifiestheaccountsofthe

meaningofthepresentperfectintothreekinds.1)

1)AnotheraccountknownasEmbeddedPastTheoryisexcludedherebecauseitdealswith
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(3)a.CurrentRelevance

Thecontinuanceoftheresultofapasteventintothepresent

b.IndefinitePast

Indicatinganeventthathappenedatanindefinitepasttime

c.ExtendedNow

An intervaloftimewhich beginsin thepastand includesthe

utterancetime,andhencethereisnodistinctionbetween‘then’and

‘now’

AccordingtoCurrentRelevanceTheory,whenaneventthatstartedinthe

pastcontinuesuptothepresent,speakersusethepresentperfect.

(4)a.Shehasinjuredherarm.

b.Sheinjuredherarm.

(5)Whereisyourkey?Idon’tknow.Ihavelostit.

Althoughtheeventin(4)occurredinthepast,(4a)impliesthatherarmhasnot

healedyet,whereas(4b)doesnotimplythemeaning.Insentence(5),the

speakerindicatesthatshedoesnothavethekeynow—thepresentperfect

entailsthattherearepotentialramificationsstemmingfrom thelossofthekey

inthecontext.Saurer(1984)summarizesthenotionofcurrentrelevancein

respectoffiveconditions:(a)therecencyofthepastaction,(b)present

existence,(c)continuanceofastateintothepresent,(d)anyunspecified

connectionwiththepresent,and(e)presentpossibility.

Meanwhile,IndefinitePastTheoryclaimsthatthepresentperfectmarksan

eventwhichhappenedbeforetheutterancetime,buttheeventtimeisnot

markedforaspecificpasttime.Onthecontrary,thesimplepastislocated

withinaspecificpasttime.Thus,thedifferenceliesinthatthepresentperfect

referstoanindefinitepastwhilethesimplepastreferstoadefinitepast.For

example,definitetimeadverbialscanbeusedonlyinthepastconstructions.

subordinateclauseswhicharenotofdirectconcerntothepresentstudy.
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(6)a.*HehasleftNewYorkyesterday.

b.HeleftNewYorkyesterday.

Asillustratedin(6),thepresentperfectcannotconcurwithadefinitepast

adverbiallikeyesterday.Inthisregard,simplepastandpresentperfectare

analogoustodefiniteandindefinitearticles(Leech,1971).

(7)a.Hehasreceivedherproposal;ittookusbysurprise.

b.A:I’vebeentoSeoulonce.B:Howdidyoulikeit?

In(7),simplepastisusedtorespondtothepriorpresentperfectsentence,

wherethelatterreferstosomeindefinitetimeinthepast.Klein(1992),building

onReichenbach’s(1947)referencepointtheory,proposesthreetimeparameters

inordertoaccountforthisphenomenon:timeofutterance(TU),topictime(TT),

andtimeofsituation(Tsit).Hearguesthatintheperfect,Tsitisnotthetime

aboutwhichtheclaimisbeingmade.However,inthesimplepast,TTandTsit

concur,andTsitisalsothetimewhentheclaim isbeingmade.Inthepresent

perfect,TTconcurswithTU.TTisdefinitewhileTsitisnot.Thisexplainswhy

definitetemporaladverbialscannotbeusedwiththepresentperfect.Healso

introducesthenotionof‘scopesolution,’whichpostulatesthatadverbslike

yesterdaycannotappearinapositionwheretheywouldhaveascopeonlyover

theVP.

(8)a.*Chrishasyesterdayarrived.

b.*ChrishaslastyearbeeninPontefract.

c.Chrishasjust/recentlyarrived.

d.*Just/
?
Recently,Chrishasarrived. (Klein,1992:529)

Thepositioninquestionisallowedonlyforexceptionalpastadverbslikejust

andrecently,asshownin(8c).Ifsuchadverbsappearedinsentenceinitial

position,theresultwouldbeodd.

Thenotionof‘extendednow’isalongerstretchoftimethanthemomentary

‘now’utilizedforconversationalpurposes(Portner,2000).Itisanintervalof

timewhichbeginsinthepastandalsoincludestheutterancetime.Toputitin
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anotherway,thepresentperfectisthepastincludingthepresentandthesimple

pastisthepastexcludingthepresent.Sothepresentperfecttellsussomething

aboutthecurrentstatusofaffairswithitsemphasisputonthepresenttense

have/has,sotospeak.

(9)*Lizhasarrivedlastweek.

Portnerarguesthatlastweekin(9)hasascopeovertheperfect,anditis

incompatiblewiththerequirementthattheextendednowincludestheutterance

time.Similarly,Zagona(2007)pointsoutthatsomeeventsinthepresentperfect

canbeunderstood ascontinuingintothepresentwhereintheeventtime

correspondstoapartoftheutterancetime.Therefore,sentencessuchas(10)

soundunnaturalbecausetheimpactoftheeventisnotconstruedwithinthe

extendednow.

(10)*Gutenberghasdiscoveredtheartofprinting.

Ithasbeenfurthersuggestedthattheacquisitionofmorphologicaltenseand

aspectmarkersisinfluencedbytheinherentsemanticpropertiesoftheverbin

use.Onewidelyacknowledgedattempttoclassifyverbsintermsofsituation

typeisVendler(1967)(seealsoSmith,1991forfurtherelaboration).According

tohim,verbscomeinfourvarietieswithrespecttotheirlexicalaspect:state(no

dynamicssuchassee,love,andknow),activity(durationandhomogeneitysuch

asrun,sing,anddance),accomplishment(durationwithaninherentendpoint

suchaswalkamileandreachaplace),andachievement(singlepointintimesuch

asfind,finish,andnotice).Intheuseofthepresentperfectwheretheverbis

stative,thereisanimplicationthatthepre-existingsituationsbeingdescribed

willcontinue(Yule,1998).Katz(2003)alsoproposesthattherestrictiononthe

temporalmodificationofthepresentperfectisaconsequenceofthemodal

presuppositionsassociated with the perfect.Thatis,the presentperfect

presupposesitispossibleforthedescribedeventtooccuratatimeafterthe

utterancetime,givenwhatthespeakerandhearertaketobethecase.Consider

(11)forexample.
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(11)a.HehasbelievedinAllahallhislife.

b.WehaveknownFredformanyyears.

c.Shehashatedhim sinceshefirstmethim. (Yule,1998:66)

Stativeverbshavepotentiallyunlimitedduration.Therefore,thesentences

canbeinterpretedasdescribingpaststatesthathavelasteduptothemomentof

speakingandmaylastinthefuture.Moreover,activityverbsdescribeanaction

involvingachangeofstateoveranunboundedperiodoftime.Theperfectof

theseverbsimpartsthemeaningofcompletionwhichisoftenenhancedbythe

timeexpressionsofduration.

(12)a.Thevalueofthehousehasdoubledoverthepastfewyears.

b.Herconditionhasimprovedconsiderablyinthelastthreedays.

Ontheotherhand,achievementverbsinpresentperfectexpressarecently

completedaction.

(13)a.Theteam hasreachedthepeakoftheMountEverest.

b.Herflighthasarrived.

While achievement verbs denote actions that occur instantaneously,

accomplishmentverbsexpressanactionthatoccurredatanunspecifiedtime

andhascurrentrelevance.

(14)a.Hehasreadalloftheauthor’snovels.

b.Billhaswrittenanewnovel.

Languageacquisitionstudiesshow thatchildrenaresensitivetolexical

aspectintheencodingofpastevents(Antinucci&Miller,1976;Bloom,Lifter,&

Hafitz,1980;Bronckart&Sinclair,1973).Anearlyversionoftheso-calledaspect

hypothesisstatedthatinbeginningstagesoflanguageacquisition,onlyinherent

aspectualdistinctions are encoded by verbalmorphology,nottense or

grammaticalaspect(Andersen,1991).Itisthenreasonabletoassumethat

languagelearnerswillalsobeinfluencedbytheinherentsemanticaspectof
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verbsintheacquisitionoftenseandaspect(Andersen& Shirai,1994).For

example,Bardovi-Harlig(1992a)foundthatachievementverbsshowedmore

frequentuseofsimplepastthanstateoractivityverbs.

Basedonthetheoriesbrieflyoutlinedintheforegoing,itispresumedthat

KoreanEFLlearnerswouldlikelybeaffectedbythesametheoreticalconstructs,

i.e.,currentrelevance,indefinitepast,extendednow,andverballexicalaspect,

intheiruseofthepresentperfect.Inreferencetosuchconstructs,thisstudy

addressesthequestionofwhereexactlythelearnersarecapableofusingthe

presentperfectappropriatelyandwhatlinguisticandcontextualfactorsleadto

confusionbetweenthesimplepastandthepresentperfect.

3. Methods

TennativespeakersofEnglish(NES)andtwentyadvancedKoreanlearners

ofEnglish(KES)participatedinthisstudy.TheNESweresevenAmericans,two

CanadiansandoneAustralian.TheKESwereallgraduatestudentsmajoringin

EnglishwhoseTOEICscoreswereabove800.TheyhadstudiedEnglishoverten

yearswithexperienceoflivinginEnglish-speakingcountriesforatleastone

year.

Atthepreliminarystage,wehadcreatedtwelvesententialcontextsand

askedparticipantstojudgewhethertheuseoftenseandaspectineachsentence

iscorrect.However,thegrammaticalityjudgementtaskinaminimaldiscourse

contextdidnotprovidemuchinformationabouttheprocessesandreasons

leadingtotheirdecisions.So,wemadeuseofthirtythreewrittenmonologues

anddialoguesinmeaningfulcontextsandaskedparticipantstochooseeitherthe

simplepastorthepresentperfect.ApilottestwasconductedwithtwoNESand

fiveKESinordertocheckthefeasibilityofthetest.Throughthisprocess,three

itemswereeliminated,andwordsorexpressionsthatmightcomplicatethe

readers’understandingofthegivensituationswerereplaced.Thefinalized

versionwascomposedofeightmonologuesandtwentytwodialogues.After

havingcollectedandanalyzedthedatafromthequestionnaire,wecontactedthe

participantsagainandinterviewedfiveNESandsevenKESaboutthereasoning

behindtheirchoices.
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4. Results and Discussion

Thoseitemschosenbyover80percentofeachgroupwereclassifiedas

strongpreferenceandtheothersasnoorweakpreference.Theoverallresults

from thetwogroupsarepresentedinTable3.

TABLE 1 Overall Comparison between English and Korean Speakers

Group Choice
Strong

Preference

NoorWeak

Preference

NativeEnglishSpeakers

(N=10)

SimplePast 8
4

PresentPerfect 18

KoreanEFLSpeakers

(N=20)

SimplePast 8
12

PresentPerfect 10

TheNESagreedontheuseofthepresentperfectmoreoftenthantheKES

did.TheNESshowedstrongpreferencesforthesimplepastoneightitems,for

thepresentperfectoneighteenitems,andwithnoorweakagreementonfour

items.Ontheotherhand,theKESshowedstrongpreferencesforthesimple

pastoneightitemsandforthepresentperfectontenitems.Theydidnot

convergetoeitheroptiononasmanyastwelveitems.

Inwhatfollows,wetakeacloselookatthetwogroups’responsepatterns.

Insection4.1,wefirstlookattheitemsthathaveproducednoconsensus

amongtheNES.Theseitemssuggestthatthegivencontextsareinherently

ambiguousorthatthetwotensesinquestioncanbeusedinterchangeablywith

nosignificantdifferenceinmeaning.Insection4.2,thosethathaveeliciteda

similarpatternofresponsefrom thetwogroupsarediscussed.Theseitemsare

consideredtohavebeenacquiredbytheKEStotheextentcomparabletothe

NES.Finally,section4.3examinesthecontextsinwhichthetwogroupsshowa

substantialdegreeofdifferenceinresponserates.Atotalofelevenoutofthirty

itemsfellinthiscategory,amongwhichnineitemsinducedtheKoreanL1

speakers’overuseofthesimplepastinplaceofthepresentperfect,andtwodid

theotherwayaround.
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4.1 Items Producing Mixed Responses

TherewerefouritemsinwhichtheNESgavemixedresponses.Among

them threeitemsdrew acompatiblepatternfrom theKESaswellwhileone

item foundagreatvariation.

(15)A:Doyouthinkwewillbeabletoplaybaseballtoday?

B:Idon’tthinkso.It(rained/hasrained)alottoday.Thegroundwill

beallwet.

TABLE 2 Results from Item 15

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 50% 50%

KES 45% 55%

In(15),thedistinctionbetweenthetwotensesappearstolieincurrent

relevance.Sinceitisunknownwhetheritisstillrainingornot,eithercouldbe

used.Afew NESmentionedintheinterviewsthatbothwouldworkbecause

theydon’tknowifitisrainingorithasstopped.TwoKESwhohadchosenthe

presentperfectsaidthatthefollowingsentence,thegroundwillbeallwet,gives

acluetothecontinuanceofrainingatthemoment.AnotherKoreanparticipant

assertedthatthesimplepastwouldbemorenaturalbecausetheadverbtoday

referstoapointoftimewhichisnormallyusedwiththesimplepast.

(16)Parliament(asked/hasasked)someofthenation’stopscientiststo

determinewhethermobilephonesposeahealthhazardtochildrenwho

regularlyusethem.

TABLE 3 Results from Item 16

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 50% 50%

KES 55% 45%

Thepresentperfectinthiscontextmakesitfeelmoreformalandrecent.It
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mayalsoimplythatthequestioningisstillopenwithnoreferencetoafinal

answer.However,ifoneconstruestheaskingasanactionthathappenedinthe

pastandtheanswerwasalreadygiven,thesimplepastwillbeused.For

example,anNESstatedintheinterview“it’scurrentnews,sointhebodytext

isgoingtobethepresentperfecttomakeitfeelmorenow.”AnotherNES,

however,replied,“parliamentaskedinthepastandthenstudieshavefound,

therefore,simplepastismorenaturalinthissentence.”WhiletheEnglishL1

speakers’choiceofthepresentperfecthasmoretodowiththenotionof

extendednow,manyoftheKESconsidertheuseofthepresentperfectas

indicatingarepeatedactionofaskingupuntilnow.

(17)A:Rachel(was/hasbeen)ontelevision!

B:Really?WhenwereyouontelevisionRachel?

C:Iwasonagameshowlastyear.

TABLE 4 Results from Item 17

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 40% 60%

KES 95% 5%

In(17),almostalltheKESchosethesimplepast,buttheNESweredivided.

OneoftheNESwhofavoredthepresentperfectsaidthatthesimplepastcould

beusedincolloquialEnglish,buttheinformationprovidedbyspeakerAis‘hot

news’whichcomestobetopicalizedinthecurrentdiscourse.Inotherwords,

peoplewouldusethepresentperfectwhentheysaysomethingunexpected,

unknown,and marked,orwhenthesituationispertinenttothepresent.

Becausethesituationspokenofisunexpected,thepresentperfectismore

appropriate.ThisstatementisconsistentwithKatz’s(2003)account―therelevant

pragmaticcontextfora‘hotnews’perfectisoneinwhichthespeakerthinksthe

hearerisawarethataneventofthegiventypemightoccur,buthedoesnot

knowthatithasoccurred,andthespeakerexploitsthispresuppositiontocreate

thehotnewseffect.

Anotherintervieweewhohadchosenthesimplepastremarkedthatwas

wouldimplythattheeventinquestionhappenedataspecifictimelike‘last
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night’whilehasbeenwouldmeanthatithappenedatsomeindefiniteprior

periodintime.Thatis,thesimplepastindicatesthattheoccurrenceoftheevent

wasrecentandonetime,butthepresentperfectindicatesonetimeormoreat

anon-specifictime.Sincethepersonin(17)isexcited,itissupposedtobe

recent,hencemorelikelytobeunderstoodashavingoccurredatadefinitetime

point.Interestingly,theNESthemselvesdifferintheiropinionsastothe

primaryuseorfunctionofthepresentperfect,viz.,somegiveprioritytocurrent

relevanceoverindefinitepastwhileothersgiveprioritytoindefinitepastover

currentrelevance.

(18)A:How’sJack?

B:Idon’tknow.He(seemed/hasseemed)kindofoddeversincehe

camehomefrom work.He’sstaringatawallnow.

TABLE 5 Results from Item 18

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 30% 70%

KES 25% 75%

HerethemajorityoftheNESandKESalikechosethepresentperfect.Their

judgmentsseem tobebasedonthesubordinateclauseheadedbysincewhich

suggeststhatthebehaviorstartedinthepastandcontinuesintothepresent.

Nonetheless,aconsiderablenumberofparticipantschosethesimplepastin

spiteofthepresenceofsince.OneEnglishL1intervieweementionedthathas

seemeddoesn’tfeelnatural;itseemsunnecessaryandformal.Thisintuitioncan

beattributedtothesemanticpropertiesofseem whichimpartthespeaker’s

perspectiveadditiveto,ratherthandirectlycombinedwith,themainproposition

andwhosestativeaspectsignifiesalastingstateoveraperiodwithoutbeing

overtly(andsomewhatredundantly)markedbytheperfectform.Another

noteworthyremarkwasmadebyanEnglishL1speakerontheusageofthe

presentperfectwithsince:

Thepresentperfectfeelsbetterashehasbeendoingitsincehisreturnfromwork.

Butworkherewouldmeanseasonalorlongshiftworklikeoilrigworkerswhogo
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awayformonthsonendandthenhavelengthyperiodsoffreetimeoff;itwould

notmeananormaldayjobbecausehasseemedimpliesalongerpassageoftimethan

anormal9to5jobwouldentail(JM,personalcommunication,May,2013).

4.2 Items Producing Similar Response Patterns

TheNESandKESrespondedtofourteenitemsinmoreorlesssimilarways.

4.2.1L1-L2ComparableUseoftheSimplePast

Fiveitemshavepromptedtheparticipantstochoosethesimplepastoverthe

presentperfect,asseenin(19)~(23).

(19)A:Howwasyourweekend?

B:MygirlfriendandIwenttoseeamovieyesterday.Wereally

(enjoyed/haveenjoyed)watchingTom Cruise.Howwasyours?

TABLE 6 Results from Item 19

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 100% 0%

KES 100% 0%

TheNESandKESunanimouslypickedthesimplepastinthiscontext.Since

theeventandreferencetimeintheconversationkeepstothepastthroughout,

thesimplepastistheobviouschoice.ItappearsthatKoreanEFLlearnerscan

acquirethisbasicfunctionofthesimplepastwithoutanydifficulty.

(20)Atfirst,ice-cream tastedgood,butwhenmymotherboughtmeice

cream forthesixteenthtime,I(started/havestarted)tofeelsickand

hadtorunoutofthestudio.Ihaven’teatenicecream sincethen.

TABLE 7 Results from Item 20

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 100% 0%

KES 90% 10%
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AlltheNESandthemajorityoftheKESchosethesimplepastinthis

context.Theeventhappenedatthemomentwhenthespeakerateicecreamfor

thesixteenth time.Itwasobserved thattwoKorean learnersofEnglish

mistakenlyappliedthetensesequencerulenotjustwithinthesentencebut

acrosstheneighboringsentences.Forexample,oneofthetwomentionedinthe

interview thatshehadchosentheperfectform becauseofhaven’teateninthe

following sentence.Thissuggests,albeittentatively,thatsomeKorean L1

speakersdrawupastrategytokeepatenseindiscoursal,ratherthansentential,

context.Ofcourse,howKoreanspeakersrelateeventsbymeansofasequence

oftenses in narrative and conversationaldiscourse and how itdiffers

cross-linguisticallyremaintoberesearched.

(21)A:Whyaren’tyouhungry?

B:I(ate/haveeaten)fourpizzasthisafternoon.

A:Youshouldn’teatthatmuch.

TABLE 8 Results from Item 21

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 90% 10%

KES 90% 10%

Intheinterview,theonlyNESwhohadchosenthepresentperfectreplied

thatspeakerAisemphasizingtheresultofhisaction,andthereforethepresent

perfectismorenatural.Yet,theothernineNESchosethesimplepast,which

meansthattheyconstruedtheactofeatingasahistoricfactthatwasnot

ongoingbeyondthereferencetime,i.e.,sometimethisafternoon.Quiteafew

KESwhohadchosenthesimplepastsaidatewouldbeproperbecauseofthe

temporalexpression,thisafternoon.Thisindicatestheytakeitmoresensicalthat

theeventofthespeaker’seatingfourpizzasoccurredduringonespecificperiod

oftimethisafternoonratherthanithascontinued(orextended)tothemoment

ofspeaking.MostKoreanparticipantsarealsoawarethataresultativereading

inthiscontextisawkwardbecausetheresultstateofbeingfullisaninference

from theevent,notanentailmentofit.
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(22)A:What’ssointeresting?

B:Oh,I(didn’thear/haven’theard)youcomein.I’m thinkingof

investingintheshoppingcentergoingupnearTiburonBeach.

TABLE 9 Results from Item 22

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 100% 0%

KES 80% 20%

(23)Scottistenandhasdreamsofbecomingfamous.Justlastweek,he

(appeared/hasappeared)inanice-cream commercial.Scotttalkedto

Blockbustersmagazineaboutthisexperience.

TABLE 10 Results from Item 23

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 100% 0%

KES 80% 20%

AlltheNESchosethesimplepastin(22)and(23).HoweverfourKESchose

thepresentperfect.TheNESagreedthat‘hearingsomebodycomein’and

‘appearinginacommerciallastweek’areactionsthatoccurredatadefinitepast

time.Itisworthnotingthatsomeoftheadvancedlearnersmightnotinternalize

thegrammaticalconstraintthatrequiresdefinitepastadverbialslikejustlast

weekin(23)tobeusedonlywiththesimplepast.Onthefaceofit,theyarenot

awarethatthepresentperfectimposesthesenseofindefinitepast. An

intervieweewhohadchosenthepresentperfectin(23)said,“Ithinktheperson

hasappearedrepeatedlyintheTVcommercial,andheislikelytobeseeninthe

commercialinthepresenttimebecauseitjuststartedlastweek.”Thissuggests

thattheinterviewee’sjudgmentwasmadebyherinferentialunderstandingof

thegivensituationonthebasisofworldknowledgeinsteadofthelinguistic

contextconfinedtothesentence.

4.2.2L1-L2ComparableUseofthePresentPerfect

AlmostalltheitemswheretheKESoptedforthepresentperfectinclude
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temporaladverbialssuchasyet,since2o’clock,fortwodays,inmonths,andsoon.

Theyseem totakethoseadverbialsasstrongcluestothepresentperfect.Asa

matteroffact,manyEnglishgrammarbooksinKoreaputemphasisonthe

pairingofsuchtemporaladverbialsandthepresentperfectconstruction.For

example,adverbialssuchasever,never,before,andoncearesaidtocoincidewith

thepresentperfectinexistentialmeaning,andjust,already,andyetinrecent

completionmeaning.Thisrule-basedinstructionintheclassroom mightexerta

profoundeffectonthelearners’initialconceptualizationofthepresentperfect.

Consider(24)and(25)forexample.

(24)A:Someonebrokethewindowinmyhousetoday.Ithinkitwasyour

children.

B:Itwasnotthem.They(were/havebeen)homesince2o’clock.

TABLE 11 Results from Item 24

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 0% 100%

KES 20% 80%

(25)A:Lastnight,IfinallytoldLisahowIfeelabouther.

B:Whatdidyoutellher?

A:ThatI(felt/havefelt)thiswayforaverylongtimethatIreally

careabouther.

TABLE 12 Results from Item 25

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 0% 100%

KES 20% 80%

Whenthereisanexplicittimeexpressionlikesinceandforalongtime,the

NESandKESalikechosethepresentperfect,althoughtherewereasmall

numberofKESwhodidnotgraspthemeaningassociationofthepresent

perfectandthetemporaladverbials.
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(26)Icanbarelyrememberlifewithouttelevision.I(spent/havespent)

20,000 hours ofmy life in frontoftelevision.Notallmy

contemporarieswatchedsomuch,butmanydid.

TABLE 13 Results from Item 26

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 0% 100%

KES 25% 75%

Inthiscontext,havespentwouldbeusedwhenthespeakerisstillaTV

watcherandspentiftalkingaboutaperiodofone’slifethatisboundedand

finished.FiveKESwhohadchosenthesimplepastinvariablysaidthatthe

speakerhadalreadyspent20,000hoursinfrontoftelevisioninthepast,andnot

anylongerinthepresent.TheNES,however,allconsentthatthesimplepast

readingwouldbeoddwhentalkingaboutaform ofentertainment.Forthem,

watchingTVisregardedasafrequentandcontinuousactionsothatthepresent

perfectismorenatural.

(27)A:Really?Didyoucallaplumber?

B:Yeah.Hewassupposedtobeherehalfanhourago,buthe(didn’t

showup/hasn’tshownupyet).

A:Don’tworry.I’llbehomesoon.

TABLE 14 Results from Item 27

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 20% 80%

KES 20% 80%

TwoNESwhohadchosenthesimplepastsaidthattheconversationdoes

nottalkabouthim stillnotshowingupbutjustthathedidnotinthepast.

HowevertheotherNESwhohadchosenthepresentperfectrepliedhalfanhour

isatimeperiodinwhichitisstillpossible(soisexpected)thathemight

appear,soisrelevanttothecurrenttime.
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4.3 Items Producing L1-L2 Different Response Patterns 

4.3.1L2Learners’OveruseoftheSimplePast

NineoutofthirtyitemsinducedaconsiderablenumberofKEStochoosethe

simplepastwheretheNESgenerallyfavoredthepresentperfect.Itcanbesaid

thatthesearethepropertiesofthepresentperfectthatconstitutebarriersto

KoreanEFLlearners’fullmasteryofitsusage.

(28)A:Doyoulikethispoem?

B:ThisisapoemwhosemeaningIcan’tunderstand,although(Iheard

itbefore/Ihavehearditbefore).

TABLE 15 Results from Item 28

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 0% 100%

KES 60% 40%

Inthisexample,alltheNESusedthepresentperfectwhereasonly40%of

theKESdidsoandtherest60%chosethesimplepastinstead.TheNESseem

toagreethattheeventisinboththepastandpresentandthatthetopictimeis

hereandnow.Theuseoftheverbhearsuggeststhepoemisbeingrecitedlive,

andbecausethespeakersaretalkingaboutcomprehension,thereissomesense

thatithasbeenthoughtaboutbutnounderstandingwasforthcoming.Asone

English L1intervieweeputit,thepresentperfectsuggestssome“greater

familiaritywiththepoemandthesimplepastless.”Asitwere,thesimplepast

foregrounds the past time when the speaker heard the poem while

backgroundingitscurrentcontext,butthepresentperfectforegroundsthe

speaker’sexperiencein connection with thepresentdiscoursetopicwhile

backgroundingtheinformationaboutthetimepointoftheexperienceinthe

past.

(29)A:What’swrongwithit?

B:Thismilk(went/hasgone)bad.
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TABLE 16 Results from Item 29

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 20% 80%

KES 70% 30%

ThemajorityoftheKESchosethesimplepastunliketheNESwhofavored

thepresentperfect.Inthiscontext,usingthepresentperfectstressesthecurrent

stateofthemilk.OneEnglishL1speakerwhohadchosenthepresentperfect

said,“milk,soured,isnotfordrinkingandsohasacertainperiodforawhile

(say,beforeitgoesalmostsolid)inwhichitisstilldeemedtobemilk,and

duringthisperiodusingthepresentperfectalertsustoitsstatus.”Similarly,

anotherintervieweementionedthepresentperfectisappropriatebecausethe

speakertalksaboutaperiodoftimethathascontinuedfrom thepastupto

now.Moreover,itwaspointedoutthatthequestionisaskedinpresenttense,

andsoitdemandstheinterlocutertoanswerincorrespondencetothereference

time.

(30)A:Whatistheproblem?

B:I(had/havehad)somanyproblemswithmyprojectthatIdecided

tostartover.

TABLE 17 Results from Item 30

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 10% 90%

KES 50% 50%

(31)Myspouseisagoodmanwhenitcomestomyexperimentationinthe

kitchen.OvertheyearsI(had/havehad)somedismalfailures,andhe

hasalwaysacceptedthesemealswithgoodgrace.

TABLE 18 Results from Item 31

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 0% 100%

KES 40% 60%
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(32)A:Thisisnotagoodtimetobuyahouse.Youknow therecession

(began/hasbegun).

B:Right.Beforewemakeourdecision,whatelsedowehavetothink

over?

TABLE 19 Results from Item 32

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 10% 90%

KES 35% 65%

In(30),mostNESconsidertheproblemstohaveoccurredfrequentlyand

recently.Asthereisnoindicationofcompletionoftheproject,suchproblems

maypossiblyoccurinthefutureaswell,andhencearestillrelevanttopresent

concerns.Onthecontrary,theonewhohadchosenthesimplepastnoted,“if

speakingtoahighersuperiorinaworksituation,thussomeonenotbeing

connectedwiththeproject,youcouldusethesimplepastasforthem itisa

questionoffactsmoresothanhavingtodealwiththedetails.”

In(31),theNESchosethepresentperfectbecauseitevokestheideathatthe

spouseisstillmakingmistakesandthepresentperfectmakesitfeelmore

ongoing.ThisisagainconsistentwithKatz(2003)whoarguesthatthepresent

perfectpresupposesitispossibleforthedescribedeventtooccurbeyondthe

utterancetime.Itturnedoutthat40%oftheadvancedlearnersdidnotacquire

thisaspectofthepresentperfect(i.e.,indefinitetimeboundary).Likewise,the

recessionin(32)startedinthepastbutishappeningnow.Thus,hasbegunisthe

betterchoiceforarecessionislikelytogoonforyears;itimpliesweexpectit

tocontinueforsometime.Theonlypersonwhohadchosenthesimplepast

said,“hasbegunmakesitsoundveryformal,likewewereexpectingit,butit’s

somethingthatjusthappened.”

(33)A:Whatisthemostinterestingfoodyouhaveevereaten?

B:I(ate/haveeaten)octopus.

A:Really?Wasitdelicious?

B:No,Ididn’tlikeitatall.
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TABLE 20 Results from Item 33

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 10% 90%

KES 40% 60%

Itgoeswithoutsayingthatthepresentperfectwouldmatchthetenseform

inthequestion.Itisusedtodescribeanactionthathashappenedsofar.

SpeakerA asksaboutone’sexperience overan indefinite time period,

demandingaresponsethatrelatestothecurrentsituation.Asaninterviewee

putit,“we’retalkingaboutanongoingstatus,it[octopus]wasn’ttheweirdest

inthepast,butitstillistheweirdest.”

(34)Eachofus(probablywanted/hasprobablywanted)toliveanotherlife,

evenifonlyforabrieftime.Itisnotamatterofbeingdissatisfiedwith

ourownlives,butitismoreacuriosityabouttheroadnottraveled.

TABLE 21 Results from Item 34

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 20% 80%

KES 35% 65%

Thepresentperfecthereishighlightingthenotionofcurrentrelevance;the

situationispertinenttothepresentstatusofaffairs.Usingsimplepastwould

makeitmoreofahistoricalnarrative,changingthemeaningconsiderably.One

EnglishL1speakerremarked,“itprobablyhappenedtopeoplebeforeandthey

willprobablydoitagaininthefuture.Stillwehaveourownlife.Thesimple

pastsoundslikethey’reinthefuneral.”Anotherintervieweepointedtothe

irrealismodalityofthesituation,saying“it’shypothetical,notsomethingjustin

thepasttruly.

4.3.2L2Learners’OveruseofthePresentPerfect

Incontrasttothecasesabove,therearecontextsinwhichtheKESoveruse

thepresentperfectinplaceofthesimplepast.
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(35)A:Doyouhaveyourphoneonyou?

B:Ohno!Myphoneisinmypurse,andI(left/haveleft)mypurseat

home.

A:Ohthat’sterrible.Let’sgobackandgetit.

TABLE 22 Results from Item 35

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 90% 10%

KES 75% 25%

(36)A:Canyouhelpme?I(lost/havelost)mycontactlenses.

B:I’m sorry,Ican’t.Iam inahurry.

TABLE 23 Results from Item 36

SimplePast PresentPerfect

NES 80% 20%

KES 55% 45%

Asmentionedbefore,KoreanlearnersofEnglishareroutinelytaughtthe

presentperfectintermsoffourinterpretationrules.Itisnotuncommonthat

learnersovergeneralizetheruleswithouttakingintoconsiderationthesemantic

andpragmaticfactorsinvolvedintheuseofthepresentperfect.Forexample,

oneoftheacceptedteachingpracticesintroducestheresultativereadingofthe

presentperfectasfollows:‘Johnhaslosthiskey’impliesthathedoesnothave

hiskeynow,but‘Johnlosthiskey’tellsonlythathelosthiskeyatsometime

inthepast.GiventhatthisgrosslysimplifiedinstructioniswidespreadinKorea,

itisnotsurprisingthataconsiderablenumberoftheKESadoptedthepresent

perfectinthesecontexts.

In(35),simplepastisusedtodescribeaneventthathappenedinthepast,

astheconsequencehasbeenstatedintheprevioussentence.Itcanbeascribed

inparttothelexicalaspectoftheverb.Toleavesomethingisaninstanceof

achievement—oneleavessomethingbehindortakeit,notbothorpartially.An

EnglishL1speakerputit,“Youcan’tkeepleavingaphone.Youcanonlyleave
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itonce.Theactionisfinished.”Anotherintervieweealsomentioned,“It’san

actionfrom thepast.I’m notstillleavingit,whichdoesn’treallymakesense.”

Inasimilarvein,theactionoflosingthelensesin(36)wasfinished.

However,itseemsthatthechoicedependsontheimmediacyintimeand

importanceofthelens.Ifthespeakerneedsacontactlensandcan’tseewithout

it,thenpresentperfectmightbethebetterchoice.Inthiscase,thesituationfeels

ongoingbecausethespeakerisintheprocessofsearching.“ifitwerepresent

perfect,thentheimplicationwouldbethatyouhelpthepersonfindit.Ifit

weresimplepast,itmightmeanyouaretellingtheotherpersonthereisa

problem andsosomethingelseneedstobedone,likebuyingnewones,etc,”

saidoneoftheNES.OneofthetwoEnglishspeakerswhohadchosenthe

presentperfectsaid,“eithermaybefine.ButifIobserveorIam withyou

whenithappens,themomentithappens,weusethepresentperfect.”Between

thesimplepastandthepresentperfect,thereseemstobeaveryfine-grained

decisionmakingprocessforthespeakertoarriveatachoice.Thecomplex

interplayofthetwotensesarehardlylearnablewithoutrecoursetoaplethora

ofinputsituatedinauthenticcontexts.

To sum up,Korean learnersofEnglish can employ thetwo tenses

appropriatelyespeciallywhenthereareexplicitlexicalcuessuchastemporal

adverbials;theytendtooverusesimplepastwhentheydescribeaneventthat

occurredinthepastbutisbeingtopicalizedinthepresentdiscourseorwhen

theeventoccurredatanon-specifictimeandispresupposedtooccuragain

afterthespeakingtime;andfinally,theyoverusepresentperfectwithverbs

whoselexicalaspectisofachievementtype,overgeneralizingtheresultative

interpretationruletothecaseswheretheeventtimerequiresareferencetoa

definitepointinthepast.

5. Conclusion

ThefindingsofthisstudyshowthattheuseoftheEnglishtenseandaspect

dependsnotonlyonlexicalsemanticsbutalsoonpragmaticsituations.Korean

learnersofEnglishseem toattendmoretolexicalcuesthantocontextual

settings.Teachingandlearningthesubtlenuancesproducedbyacomplex
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interplayofmultipleparametersinvolvedintense/aspectexpressionsisoneof

themostchallengingareasintheEFLclassroom.Theycanonlybelearnable

whenthelearnersareprovided with sufficientinputwhich containsrich

informationabouttheconversationparticipants’sharedconstrualoftheeventor

situationbeingdescribed.

Althoughthispaperhasdiscussedinwhatlexicalorpragmaticcontexts

KoreanEFLlearnersarepronetomisusetheEnglishpastandpresentperfect,

thirtywrittenquestionsaresurelyinsufficientforacomprehensivepictureof

theirperformanceerrors.Itwouldbedesirabletomakeuseofmoresystematic

andcontrolledtaskstodisclosetheprecisenatureofL2learners’useofthe

targetgrammar.Furthermore,sinceKoreanlearnersofEnglishhavedifficulty

mostlywiththepragmaticaspectsofthepresentperfect,subsequentstudies

havetoinvestigatewhysomefeaturesofthepresentperfectarenoteasyto

learnintheEFLenvironmentandhow instructionalmaterialsandprocedures

canbebetterdrawnupbasedonthefindings.
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