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Lee, Hee-Doo(1995). A Study on the Modern
Japanse Honorific. Linguistics vol. 3. We mainly
investigated honorific behaviors, selection conditions of M,
Tz, structural characteristics which seem to be important
in Japanese honorific. Main elements influencing on
honorificbehaviors are based on the relations with superiors
and inferiors, comprehension, familiarity and so on. We
found out that in the selection conditions of M#,, =
native Japanese family languages have "#; Chinese
family languages have "Z jand we found this phenomenon
is general but not prevailing. We can recognize that
Chinese vocabulary related to female has gradually changed
from" &, to"Z,. We described the complexities of
Japanese honorific as one characteristic. Complexity means
that Japanese honorific system is complex and we have to
select appropriate words in each speaking situation. In
other words, this means that there is complexity not
because each honorific form exists in each vocabulary,
but because attachment form to normal word form is
complex.
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