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Park, Hyonju. 2003. The Relationship between Risk-taking and EFL
Learners’ Achievement. The Linguistic Association of Korea Journal.
11(2), 289-308. This paper aims to examine the effects of risk-taking on
language learners’ achievement with focus on two variables: instructional
environment and gender. In this study, risk-taking is classified into
voluntary classroom participation, new expression risk-taking, risk-taking
with peers, and risk-taking with teachers. The major findings are as
follows: Risk-taking in general is positively correlated with learners’
achievement. Interestingly, conversation courses have a stronger positive
correlation than reading courses. Female students show significantly higher
risk-taking on new expression, while male students show significantly
higher risk-taking with peers and teachers. Voluntary classroom
participation has the most significant influence on learners’ achievement,
followed by risk-taking with teachers and peers. The implications of this
research for English education is that educators and learners should consider
risk—taking as important factors in foreign language classrooms and be
aware of their effects in English learning process. Therefore, teachers should
design classroom procedures and activities in a way that will contribute to
enhancing and encouraging learners’ risk-taking behaviors in classrooms.
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