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1. Introduction

KiswahiliisaBantulanguage.ItisclassifiedasbelongingtozoneG40“and

iscodedG42.”(Maho,1999,p.27).Bantuisalanguagefamilywithabout250
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asaLanguageofAfricanLiberation,UnificationandRenaissance,UniversityofDaresSalaam,

Tanzania,from 4-6October,2012.Ithanktheparticipantsatmysessionfortheiruseful

comments.IthankAhmadKipachaofMakumiraUniversityCollege,Tanzania,andAbdulaziz

Y.LodhiofUppsalaUniversity,Sweden,forverifyingthedata.Ithankalsotheorganizers

andJosephineDzahene-QuarshieoftheUniversityofGhanafortheirtechnicalassistance.I

thankmydepartmentforsupportfortheconference.Lastly,Ithanktheanonymousreferees

fortheirrelevantandinsightfulcomments.Allshortcomingsaremyown.
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languages.Thelanguagesinthegroupareknownasagglutinatingnounclass

languages.Matthews(2007,p.269)definesnounclassasfollows:

Usuallyinreferencetosystemsinwhichaclasstowhichanounis

assignedisreflectedintheformsthataretakenbyotherelements

syntacticallyrelatedtoit. Thusthesystem of*gender(1)inmany

Europeanlanguages:e.g.inGermandasMädchen'thegirl',theform of

thearticle('the-NEUT')reflectsthemembershipofMädchen'girl'inthe

classofneuternouns.[…].

InBantu,everynounbelongstoanounclasswhereithasaclassprefix

andeachofitsmodifyingforms,includingverbs,agreewithitbyattachingan

allomorphoftheclassprefixtoitsstem.Averbtakesoneortwoprefixes,i.e.

SM and/orOM.AnexamplefromKiswahiliiski-tiki-leki-zuriki-me-pote-a'Cl.

7-chairCl.7-thatCl.7-fineCl.7SM-RECENTPAST-belost-MOD,i.e.thatfine

chairislost.'Theprefix{ki}ofthenounisgeneratedintoallitsmodifierskile

'that',kizuri'fine'andtheverbkimepotea'itislost.'A rootorstem cannot

standonitsownasawordinsyntax,hence*kitikilekizurikimepoteaisnot

wellformed.Prefixes,asarule,attachtooragglutinatewithrootsorstemsto

formwords.Languageswithnounclassesarecalledclasslanguages.Kiswahili

shareswithotherBantulanguagessimilarfeaturesofphonology,morphology,

syntaxandlexicalmaterial.Thisstudyisprimarilyinterestedinthepatterns

ofagroupofwordsandtheirphrasescalledprepositions,which,inour

estimation,arenounsand nounphrases.Wedesignatenounsand noun

phrasesdescribed asprepositionsand prepositionalphrasesas'colonial

prepositions.'This is importantbecause the grammaralready has the

categoriesN/NPandP/PP.

2. Definitions of Some Terms

Inthisstudy,weusetheterm endocentricandexocentricinthesenses

definedbyCrystal(2003).Crystal(2003,p.161)definesendocentricasfollows:
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A term used in GRAMMATICAL analysis as partofa two-way

classificationofSYNTACTIC constructionsusingDISTRIBUTIIONALcriteria:

itreferstoagroupofsyntacticallyrelatedWORDSwhereoneofthe

wordsisFUNCTIONALLLYequivalenttothegroupasawhole(i.e.the

definable'centre'orHEAD insidethegroup,whichhasthesame

distributionasthewhole);itisopposedtoEXOCENTRIC.Constructions

which display endocentricity include NOUN PHRASES and VERB

phrases(astraditionallydefined),wheretheCONSTITUENT itemsare

SUBORDINATEtothehead,e.g.thebighouse,thecakewithicing,willbe

going,andalso(incertainanalyses)sometypesofCOORDINATION,e.g.

boysandgirls.

Wedefineendocentricityasthesituationinwhichaphrasehasa"definable

'centre'orHEAD."Crystal(2003,p.170)definesexocentricasfollows:

A term used in GRAMMATICAL analyses as partofa two-way

classification of SYNTACTIC CONSTRUCTIONS using DISTRIBUTIONAL

criteria:itreferstoagroup ofsyntacticallyrelated WORDS where

noneofthewordsisFUNCTIONALLY equivalenttothegroup asa

whole(i.e.thereisnodefinable'centre'orHEAD insidethegroup);it

isopposedtoENDOCENTRIC.ThustheEnglishbasicSENTENCEstructure

ofSUBJECT+PREDICATEdisplaysexocentricity,[…]asneitherpartcan

substituteforthesentencestructureasawhole,e.g.themanfell

cannotbereplacedbyeitherthemanorbyfellalone.Othertypes

include'DIRECTIVEconstructions',suchasPREPOSITION +NOUN PHRASE

sequences(e.g.on thetable),wheretheadverbialfunction ofthe

wholeisnotequivalenttoanyoftheparts;VERB+OBJECTsequences

(e.g.kicktheball);and'CONNECTIVEconstructions',whereaconnector

ELEMENTisfollowedbyanATTRIBUTIVEelement(e.g.seemedangry).

ThedefinitionsaregoodforEnglishbutdonotalwaysworkfornounclass

languages.InKiswahili,subject+verbisoftenanendocentricrelationship,i.e.

givenmtualianguka'a/themanfell',Valianguka'hefell'canreplacetheclause

because itanswersthe question Mtu alianguka? 'did a/the man fall?'
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Substitutionispossiblebecausethesubjectmarker{a}inVagreeswithand

referstoitsNheadmtu'man.'Likewiseverb+objectisoftenendocentric,e.g.

Upigempira'kicktheball'versusUpige'kickit.'Vhastheobjectmarker{u}of

itsN headmpira'ball'ofclass3MU2.

Crystal(2003,p.17)definesagreementasfollows:

Atraditionalterm usedinGRAMMATICALtheoryanddescriptionto

refertoaformalrelationshipbetweenelements,wherebyaFORM of

oneWORD requiresacorrespondingform ofanother(i.e.theforms

agree).[…].

Matthews(2007,p.13)alsodefinesagreementasfollows:

Syntacticrelationbetweenwordsandphraseswhicharecompatible,

inagivenconstruction,byvirtueofinflectionscarriedbyatleast

oneofthem.E.g.theseandcarrotsarecompatible,intheconstruction

ofthesecarrots,becausebothareinflectedasplural.Likewise,inthe

ItaliansentenceMariaeLuisasonoarrivate'Maryand Louisehave

arrived',sono(lit.'be-3PL')agreesinrespectofpluralnumberwith

arrivate('arrived-FEM.PL')andboth,orsonoarrivateasawhole,agree

withasubject,MariaeLuisa,whichreferstomorethanonewoman.

[…].

BothCrystal(2003)andMatthews(2007)areoftheview thatagreement

wasandisalsocalledconcordintraditionalgrammars.Thusgiventhewords

ndani'interior'andkwa'of'or'with,by,from',theformerisanounandthe

latterisanominalpreposition(P-n)ornominalpredicate(P-n).Thatistosay

ndaniagreeswithanominalmodifieroraverb,orboth,e.g.asentity

denoting N in ndani i-li-pak-w-a rangi 'Cl. 9-interior Cl. 9

SM-PAST-paint-PASS-MOD Cl.9-paint,i.e.theinteriorwaspainted(with)

paint',oraslocativedenotingNinndaniku-li-pak-w-arangi'interior-Cl.17/26

Cl.17b/26bSM-PAST-paint-PASS-MODCl.9-paint,i.e.in/attheinteriorwas

painted(with)paint.'Theagreement-takingprepositionkwa'of',byitself,

cannotagreewithamodifieroraverb,orboth.ItisintransitiveandBantu
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has no intransitive P. To be transitive, it requires a following

complement/objecttoform aPPorrequirestheagreementmarkerofits

complement/objecttolicenceittobeself-standing.Thus*kw-aku-li-pak-w-a

rangi'Cl.17b/26bSM COP-nofCl.17b/26bSM-PAST-paint-PASS-MOD Cl.

9-paint,i.e.in/at-ofwaspaintedwithpaint'isungrammaticalbecausean

intransitivePorP-ncannotfunctionasasubjectorobjectofaverb.Ndanii

kwi-andanij'in/at/tointeriorofinterior'andkwi-andanij'(ti)ofinterior'are

grammaticalconstituentsthatcouldagreewithaverb.Forexample,ndanii

kwi-andanij kui-nadhahabu 'interior-Cl.17/26 Cl.17b/26b SM-COP-n of

interior-Cl.17/26Cl.17b/26bSM-COP-vbewithCl.9-gold,i.e.deepinthe

interiorthereisgold'isgrammatical.Theindexingbetweentheelements

showsthatndaniiagreeswithitsendocentricPorP-nkwa'of'anditsverb

kuna'thereis'.ItisanN andheadofthesubjectphraseofV,too.N chini

'bottom'orjuu'top',etc.,belongstothesamenounclassasndani.Thusone

could substitutendani'interior'with anyofthem withoutchanging the

agreement{ku}inkwa'of'orV.Thetreediagramsin§§4.-5.confirm the

relationshipanddifferencebetweenN andPinmodernlinguistics.

Cyrstal(2003,pp.473-474)definestransitivityasfollows:

AcategoryusedintheGRAMMATICALanalysisofCLAUSES/SENTENCE

CONSTRUCTIONS,withparticularreferencetotheVERB'srelationshipto

DEPENDENTelementsofstructure.Themainmembersofthiscategoryare

transitive(tr,trans),referringtoaverbwhichcantakeadirectOBJECT

(asinhesawthedogs),andintransitive(intr,intrans),whereitcannot

(asin*hearrivedaball).[…]Morecomplexrelationshipsbetweenaverb

andtheelementsdependentuponitareusuallyclassifiedseparately.For

example,verbswhich taketwoobjectsaresometimescalledditransitive

(asopposedtomonotransitive),asinshegavemeapencil.[…]Some

grammarians alsotalkabout(in)transitivePREPOSITIONS.Forexample,

withisatransitivepreposition,asitmustalwaysbeaccompaniedbya

NOUN phrase COMPLEMENT (object),and alongcan betransitiveor

intransitive:cf.Shearrivedwithadogv.*ShearrivedwithandShewas

walkingalongtheriverv.Shewaswalkingalong.
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Writing about 'heads in grammatical theory',Fraser,Corbett and

McGlashan(1993,p.1)refertoZwicky's(1985)"eightcandidatecriteriaforthe

identification ofa constituentasasyntactichead."Fraser,Corbettand

McGlashan(1993,p.2)concludethat,"[…]forexample,intheconstructionNP

+VP,VPisthemorphosyntacticlocus,thegovernor,andtheobligatory

constituent,butNPisthesemanticargumentandthedeterminantofconcord."

ThismeansthatwhileVPistheconstituentheadofNP,NPistheargument

headofVP.InBantu,anexternalheadistheNPofNP+VP,whichisthe

"semanticargumentanddeterminantofconcord",commonlycalledsubject.

Likewise,aninternalheadistheNPofV +NP,whichisthe"semantic

argument and determinant of concord", commonly called object or

complement.InBantuNPsyntax,anexternalheadistheNP,whichisthe

syntactic 'subject'and determinantofconcord in any agreement-taking

modifierincludingPP.Similarly,theinternalheadistheNPofP+NP,which

isthesyntactic'object'or'complement'ofPandapossibledeterminantof

concordinP.Adverbphrases,whichlackagreements,arelikelogicalsyntax

ofthetypex+y+z.Ifyisthepredicate,thenxistheexternalheadofyand

zistheinternalheadofy,evenifyis"thegovernor,andtheobligatory

constituent"headofxandz(Fraser,etal.,1993,p.2).

3. Prepositions in Linguistic Theory and in Bantu

Crystal(2003,p.368)definesaprepositionasfollows:

Atermusedinthegrammaticalclassificationofwords,referringtothe

setofitemswhichtypicallyprecedenounphrases(oftensinglenouns

orpronouns),toform asingleconstituentofstructure.Theresulting

prepositionalphrase (PP)(or prepositionalgroup)can then be

describedintermsofdistribution(e.g.theirusefollowinganoun,asin

themaninthecorner),orsemantically(e.g.theexpressionofpossession,

direction,place).Prepositionalsequencesofthetypeillustratedbyin

accordancewithareoftencalledcomplexprepositions.[…].
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Crystal(2003,p.368)continuesasfollows:

Manylinguistssubscribetoabroaderview ofprepositions.Toform a

prepositionalphrase,prepositionscancombinenotonlywithanNPbut

alsoaPP(e.g.sincebeforebreakfast),aclause(e.g.sincetheyfinishedtheir

breakfast)ornothing(e.g.Ihaven'tseenhimsince).Inthisaccount,itis

possibletotalkof'transitive'and'intransitive'prepositions.

Matthews(2007,pp.315-316)alsodefinestheprepositionasfollows:

Awordorothersyntacticelementofaclasswhosememberstypically

comebeforeanounphraseandwhichischaracterizedbyoneswhich

basicallyindicatespatialrelations:e.g.oninonthemat,behindinbehind

thesofa,throughoutinthroughoutAsia.Alsoonine.g.onSaturday,on

receipt,oron myhonour,wherethetemporalorothersensesare

secondary.Alsoe.g.duringinduringAugust,althoughthetemporal

senseisbasic.

Matthews(2007,p.316)definestheprepositionalphrase(PP)asfollows:

A phraseconsisting ofapreposition orsequenceofprepositions

followedbyanounphraseortheequivalent:e.g.byMonday,outofthe

kitchen.Inmostrecentaccounts,theprepositionisthe*headofthe

phrase,andthenounetc.its*complementor*object.

Thepreciseapplicationofthisterm dependsonwhatisclassedas

prepositionandwhatastheequivalentofanounphrase.E.g.after

breakfastisaprepositionalphrase;so,insomeaccounts,areaftereating

breakfast,sinceeatingbreakfast,orafterIhadeatenbreakfast.Alternatively,

thelastinparticularisaclauseintroducedbyafterintheroleofa

conjunction.

SeeAmidu (1980,1997,pp.343-361,2001,pp.264-269)forKiswahili

examples.Apreposition,then,isapredicate.ItmayoccurasasinglePora

sequenceofPs.RecallthatP(asasingleunitorasequenceofunits)takesa
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complement/objecttobetransitive,whetherornotitalsohasanexternalNP.

Whenitdoesnottakeacomplement/object,itisintransitive(seeAmidu,

2001,chapters2-5,fordetails).KiswahilidoesnothaveintransitiveP(see(3b)

below).WithindiscussionsoftheDP-hypothesis,nounphrases,e.g.possessive

NPs,havesubjectsandobjectsjustlikeclauses(CoeneandD'hulst,2003,pp.

1-33).Acomplement/objectisaninternalNP.AnexternalNPisasubject.We

note thatnouns,adjectives and prepositions have argumentstructure

(Haegeman,1994,pp.44-48,pp.98-99)."Theargumentsaretheparticipants

minimally involved in theactivity orstateexpressed by thepredicate."

(Haegeman,1994,p.44).Haegeman(1994,p.68)alsoobservesthat,

Theformaldifferencesbetween main verbson theonehand and

auxiliariesandthecopulabeontheotherarematchedbyasemantic

property:neitherauxiliariesnorthecopulabeassignthematicroles.

InThecookisathief,thecookistheexternalNPofVisandathiefisthe

internalNPofV.Neitherthecooknorathiefisanargument.Thusanexternal

NPofVisasubjectandaninternalNPofVisanobject/complement,but

neitherisormustbeanargumentintheoryorprinciple.Asaresult,manyof

ourexampleswillhaveexternaland/orinternalNPsthatdonotimply

argumentstructure.

ThedefinitionsofCrystal(2003)andMatthews(2007)oftheprepositiondo

nottakeintoaccountBantuspecifictypesandpatternsofpreposition.For

example,they do notmention that,in languagessuch asKiswahili,a

prepositiondoesnotjustprecedeanoun.Itmay,inaddition,requirean

externalNPtobeinaclassagreementrelationshipwithit,explicitlyor

implicitly.A preposition thatagreeswithan externalN isadependent

modifierofitsN head,butitisnotanadjective.Itismerelyadjectivalin

function.Wecallitanominalprepositionorpredicate(P-n).Inthisregard,it

isnotliketheprepositionsofmanyIndo-Europeanandotherlanguages.

Amidu (1980)pointsoutthattherearetwo typesofpreposition in

KiswahiliandBantu.Thesearea)autonomousprepositionsandb)dependent

prepositions(seealsoAmidu,1997,2001,2004,2010,2011a,b,2012).Some

autonomousprepositionsareendocentricpredicatesofthetypeP-n/COP-n,
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e.g.katika'in,on,at'in(1)-(2).

(1)Wa-tu wa-ko

Cl.2-man Cl.2SM-(COP-vbe)-Cl.17b/26bOM

katika ny-umba hi-i.

Cl.17/26P-nin Cl.9-house this-Cl.9

'Peopleareinthishouse.'

(2)Katika ny-umba hi-i

Cl.17/26P-nin Cl.9-house this-Cl.9

ku-na wa-tu.

Cl.17b/26bSM-COP-vbewith Cl.2-man

'Inthishousetherearepeople,lit.inthishousearepeople.'

PkatikageneratestheOM {ko}intoitscopulaverbwako'they-are-there'in

(1)andtheSM {ku}intoitscopulaverbkuna'there-iswith/have'in(2).Itis,

therefore,aP-nanditsphraseisaP-nP/PP.Otherautonomousprepositions

areexocentricpredicates.Welabelthetypeanadverbialpredicate/preposition

(P-a/COP-a),e.g.tangu'since'in(3).AP-a/COP-adoesnottakeanagreement

markerofanykind.

(3)a. Wa-toto wa-me-lal-a

Cl.2-child Cl.2SM-RECENTPAST-sleep-MOD

tangu m-chana.

Cl.0-since Cl.3-daylight

'Thechildrenhavesleptsincedaylight.'

*b.Wa-toto wa-me-lal-a

Cl.2-child Cl.2SM-RECENTPAST-sleep-MOD

tangu.

Cl.0-since

'Thechildrenhavesleptsince.'

(3a,b)areintransitiveclauses.(3a)hasasubjectwatoto'children',aPC

wamelala'theyhaveslept'andanadjunctphrasetangumchana'sincedaylight.'

Theheadoftheadjunctphraseistangu'since.'Ithasnorealizedorpotential

agreementwithitsPC/VorSoranynominalitem.ItisanexocentricP,
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henceaP-a.(3b)isungrammaticalbecauseitsPcannotfunctionwithouta

complement/object.Kiswahili,therefore,doesnothavetheequivalentof

Crystal's(2003)Ihaven'tseenhimsince.

APinKiswahiliorBantumay,therefore,beeitheraP-norP-aandaPP

maybeeitheranominalpredicatephrase(P-nP)oranadverbialpredicate

phrase(P-aP).1)

InotherBantulanguages,locativeclassmarkers,namelyclass16pa'at,by,

near',class17ku'to,from,around',andclass18mu'in,within'areregularly

describedandcalledprepositions.Thesemorphemeslooklikeautonomous

prepositionsonlywhentheyareusedlikewordsorwhentheyareincorrectly

writtenseparatelyfrom theirwordstems.Walusimbi(1996,pp.29-30),writing

aboutLuganda,hastheexamples(41a,b,c,d)and(43a,b),whichwe

renumber(4)-(5).

(4)a. Entebe e-li-ko ebitabo.

Chair Ag-be-on books

'Thechairhasbooksonit.'

b. Entebe n-yonjo.

Chair Ag-clean

'Thechairisclean.'

c. Kuntebe ku-li-ko ebitabo.

Onchair Ag-be-on books

'Therearebooksonthechair.'

d. Kuntebeku-yonjo.

OnchairAg-clean

'Itiscleanonthechair.'

Thedata,theirglossesandtranslationsbelongtoWalusimbi(1996).(4a,b)

1)PandPParevagueinKiswahili.We,therefore,useP-nfornominalpredicate/preposition.

Itisalsoanominalcopula(COP-n)inthegloss.P-n/COP-nimplythesametypeofP.We

useP-aforadverbialpredicate/preposition.Itisalsoanadverbialcopula(COP-a)inthe

gloss.P-a/COP-aarethesametypeofP.P-nPisanominalpredicate/prepositionalphrase

andP-aPisanadverbialpredicate/prepositionalphrase.P-nPandP-aParespecificPPs

foundinKiswahili,thefirstofwhichmaynotbefoundinalllanguages.
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arehis(41a,b)and(4c,d)arehis(41c,d).Walusimbi(1996,p.29)writesthat,

In(41c)and(41d)theverb-li'be'andtheadjective-yonjo'clean'

obligatorily takethe prepositionalagreementku.The noun entebe

'chair'in(41d)doesnotcontrolthesubjectagreementasitdoesin

(41a)and(41b).

Firstly,Walusimbi(1996)says"Thenounentebe'chair'in(41d)doesnot

controlthesubjectagreementasitdoesin(41a)and(41b)."Alookathis(41c,

d),renumbered(4c,d)above,revealsthatthenounisnotentebebut'kuntebe'.

Secondly,byself-evidentimplication,hedistinguishesentebeasanounofclass

9N from 'kuntebe',apossiblenounorphraseofclass17KU.Thirdly,he

indicatesthatthelattercontrolsthesubjectagreement{ku}in(4c,d),and

impliesthatitisdifferentfrom thesubjectagreements{e}and{n}controlled

byentebeinhis(41a,b)or(4a,b)above.

Observehow,in(4c,d),Walusimbi(1996)writestheprefix{ku}ofclass17

KUofhisnounseparatelyfromitsstem{ntebe},hencekuntebe,believingthat

thestem isthesameasthenounentebe'a/thechair'ofclass9N.Notethat

hedoesnot,byanalogy,writeNentebeasentebe.Walusimbi(1996)doesnot

takeintoaccountthefactthathisstringin(4c,d)iskuntebe'onchair'and

not*kuentebeor*kuentebe.Hedoesnotalsotakeintoaccountthefactthat

entebe'chair'in(4a,b)isanentity-denotingnounwhilehiskuntebe'onchair'

in(4c,d)isalocativedenotingNorphrase.Hiswritingconventionalsoleads

him toaligntheprefix{ku}withhisEnglishtranslation'on'andthestem

{ntebe}withhisEnglishtranslation'thechair.'ItproducesaPPinLuganda,as

hisglossingshows,eventhoughthestringkuntebefunctionsasthesubjectof

itsverbsjustlikeentebein(4a,b)functionsasthesubjectofitsverbs.Consider

(43a,b)inWalusimbi(1996,p.30),renumbered(5a,b)below.

(5)a.Tuula ku-ntebe ku-e n-daba ebitaba.

sit on-chair on-which I-see books

'SitonthechaironwhichIseebooks.'

b. Tuula ku-ntebe gi-e n-daba-ko ebitabo.

sit on-chair which I-seeon books

‘SitonthechaironwhichIseebooks.’
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Walusimbi(1996,p.30)writesconcerninghis(43a,b),i.e.(5a,b),that,

Givón (1972a)furthernoticesthatin Chibemba alltheembedded

modifiersfollowingaprepositionalheadmayagreewitheitherthenoun

genderorthe prepositionalgender,and "the alternation makesa

consistentsemanticdifference".ThisdoesnotholdforLuganda.[...]in

Luganda,thesentences(43a)and(43b)aresemanticallyidentical.

Firstly,(5)containsthesamesequenceofelements{ku}and{ntebe}found

in(4c,d).Observehoweverthat,whileitiswrittenasaPPin(4c,d)and

glossedas'onchair',itiswrittenasasyntacticNku-ntebein(5)andglossed

as'on-chair.'Oneofthetwodescriptionsandglossescannotbeamotivated

descriptionofthesamestringinthesamenounclass.Oneoftheanonymous

refereesofthispapersuggeststhat,"whenamorphemeisgiveninfrontofa

nounasin'kuntebe'or'kuntebe'itwouldbeimpossibletotellwhetheritis

aprefixorstem ofaseparatewordwithoutknowingit."Thesuggestionis

goodonlyifwewishtoassertthatLugandaandmanyBantulanguages

cannotdistinguishbetweenNPandPP,especiallyinthelocativeclasses.That

is,asequenceofunitslike{ku}and{ntebe}orallegednounslikentebederive

PPkuntebeandNPkuntebe,bothofwhichhavethesamemeaningandagree

withthesamemodifiersandverbs.Ifweendorsethestatusquo,weendorse

acircularwritingconvention,too.Thecircularityarisesfrom PP⟶ NPand

NP⟶ PPanditisevidenceofagrammarwithsomeindiscerniblecategory

distinctions.ThismaywellbethecaseinsomeBantulanguages.Itisnotthe

caseinKiswahili.Thus,ifNPandPPareindiscernibleintheselanguages,it

supportsourclaim thatcolonialPslikekumakeitimpossibletodistinguish

betweenthetwocategoriesNPandPPinsomeBantugrammars.Secondly,

observethatkuntebekulikoisglossedas'onchairAg-be-on',kuntebeku-yonjo

isglossedas'onchairAg-clean'andku-ntebeku-eas'on-chairon-which.'Note

thatthestringsconsistofnounsfollowedbydependentmodifiers,namely

verboradjectiveorrelativeunit.TheconstructionsaresaidtobePstrings

suchthatamodifier“obligatorilytakestheprepositionalagreementku”,while

theotheristheprepositionalhead and genderNP.ThusasyntacticN

allegedlyhasaprepositionalmarkerku(Walusimbi1996,p.29).Alternatively,
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saysWalusimbi(1996,p.30),“alltheembedded modifiersfollowing a

prepositionalheadmayagree[…]with[…]theprepositionalgender,[…].”In

hisdescription,prepositionalnoun gendersareprepositionalheads.The

embedded modifiers ofhis prepositionalheadspresumably agree with

prepositionalnoungendersandhaveprepositionalagreementmarkers.The

seriesofprepositionwordsinhisdataabovehavelittleincommonwiththe

definitionsofprepositiongivenbyCrystal(2003)andMatthews(2007).

Aprepositional(P)head,bydefinition,isaconstituenthead.Itisfollowed

byacomplement/object,whichisaninternalsyntacticNorclause,oranother

PPorP.Inourview,therefore,prepositionalheadsarenotsyntacticNsthat

are modified by prepositional adjectives, prepositional demonstratives,

prepositionalrelativeunits,prepositionalverbs,and soon,asWalusimbi

(1996)andGivón(1972)claim.AconsequenceofWalusimbi's(1996)studyis

thattwoso-calledprepositionalelementscananddoagreeviatheirexternal

prefixes,e.g.ku-ntebeku-e,glossedas'on-chairon-which',where{ku}ofku-e

agreeswith{ku}ofku-ntebeinclass,gender,personandnominativecase.This

typeofagreement(agr)pattern,i.e.agri-P1+ agri-P2,between so-called

sequencesofprepositionalunitisungrammaticalexceptwhenP1functionsas

theS-structureheadofP2intheabsenceoftheircommonN head(see

(13)-(14)and (26)).In Walusimbi(1996),however,prefixes are called

prepositions,nounsarecalledprepositionalheadsandtheirmodifiersarealso

called prepositionalmodifiers.Theresultproducesso-called prepositional

constructionsthatareprepositionalNPsorprepositionalclauses,asituation

notfoundinanyotherlanguage.Thepracticealsomakesitimpossibleto

distinguishprefixprepositionsinnouns,e.g.ku-ntebe'on-chair',from lexical

prepositionsinallegedPPs,e.g.ku'on'ofPku+N ntebe,andagreement

prepositionsinmodifiersofnouns,e.g.ku-yonjo'Ag-clean'andku-e'on-which',

etc.Observealso how Walusimbi(1996)isunableto glossku-yonjoas

'on-clean'becauseitwouldbemeaninglessinEnglish.He,however,glosses

therelativemodifierku-eas'on-which'becauseitismeaningfulinEnglishto

doso.Is'Ag'intheglossofku-yonjoequivalentto'on'intheglossofku-e,

since“[…]alltheembeddedmodifiersfollowingaprepositionalheadmay

agreewith[…]theprepositionalgender”(Walusimbi,1996,p.29)?Itisalso

clearfrom(4)-(5)thatalltheelementsinthesamenounclass17KUhavethe
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samemorphologicalmarker{ku},whichisfurthercalleda'prepositionprefix.'

Inourview,itisparticularlyunhelpfultocallmorphologicalclassprefixes

prepositionsinthesamewayassyntacticprepositions.Wearenotawarethat

anylanguageoftheworldallowssub-lexicalmorphemestobewrittenasor

likeindependentlexicalwords,e.g.*bakedforbaked,*singingforsinging,*king

domforkingdom,*predominantforpredominant,etc.Thefailuretodistinguish

betweenunitsofsyntaxandsub-lexicalmorphemesleadstoasituationin

whichNPsandclausesarealsoPPsinLugandaandChibemba.Itgivesrise

to'colonial'prepositionsinBantuandconfusion,too.Thismaybeadirect

consequenceoftransferring English categoriesin translationsinto Bantu

syntax.Letusconsider(6)-(10)from Kiswahili.

(6) Pete na ki-dole.

Cl.9-ring Cl.0COP-nwith/and Cl.7-finger

'Aringanditsfinger,lit.ringwithfinger.'

(7) Pete na-cho ki-dole.

Cl.9-ringCl.0COP-nwith/and-Cl.7OM Cl.7-finger

'Aringanditsfinger,lit.ringwith-itfinger.'

(8) Wa-toto kwa wa-zee.

Cl.2-child Cl.0COP-nwith/and Cl.2-oldperson

'Childrenandoldpeople.'

(9) Wa-toto kwa-o wa-zee.

Cl.2-child Cl.0COP-nwith/and-Cl.2OM Cl.2-oldperson

'Childrenandoldpeople,lit.childrenwith-them oldpeople.'

(10) Tena na tena.

Cl.0-again Cl.0COP-awith/and Cl.0-again

'Againandagain.'

(6)-(10)illustratethataPmaybeusedasaconjunction.In(6)-(9),Pna

'with,by,and'andPkwa'with,for,by,and'aresemi-transparentlexical

wordsbecausetheycannottakeexternalagreementmarkersoftheirNheads.

Theycan,however,takeinternalagreementmarkersoftheirinternalNheads,

asshownin(7)and(9).Theoptionalagreementmarkers{cho}and{o}signal

the endocentricfunction ofeach P.The unitsnaand kwa,asPsor
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conjunctions,canalsofunctionasexocentricP-aitems,asin(10),wherethe

externalandinternalheadsofna'with,and'aretheadverbtena'again.'

AdverbscannotagreewithnaorwithanyPorconjunctionormodifieror

PC/V orSorO.Thewordsnaandkwasatisfythedefinitionsforbeing

prepositions.

InKiswahili,twoprepositionalroots,namely-a'of'and-enye'having,

with',obligatorilyagreewithexternalN headsviaagreementmarkers.The

former,butnotthelatter,canalsoagreewithaninternalN headthatisa

personalpronoun(oritsappositionNP)(Amidu,2009).See(11)-(14)below.

Both-aand-enyeP-rootsderivetransparentendocentricPlexicalwords.There

arenopostpositionsinthelanguage.

Recallthat,inBantu,twosequentialPscannotdisplayagreement(agr)of

theform agri-P1+agri-P2,unlessonePheadsandcontrolstheotherP'sagr

atS-structureonbehalfoftheircommonunderlyingNhead(see(13)-14),(26)

anddiagram 3).Amidu(2001,pp.268-269)suggeststhatdoublePsmay

displayagreementbetweenthem.ThisrefersonlytoP1-agri+agri-P2,i.e.

internalagreeingprefixofP1withtheexternalagreeingprefixofaP2ina

followingPPwhoseP-rootis-aor-enye.

(11) M-pishi a-li-pig-w-a

Cl.1-cook Cl.1SM-PAST-hit-PASS-MOD

na-yei mwi-enye

Cl.0COP-nby-ProCl.1/3OM Cl.1SM-COP-nwith

n-devu.

Cl.10-beard

'Thecook washitby (man)with a beard,lit.[…]by-himi

hei-withbeard.'

In(11),agr{ye}ofP1naye'by-him'agreeswithP2mwenye'he-with'of

P-nP/PP mwenyendevu viaagr{mw}becausetheP-nP/PP functionsas

governorofP1onbehalfoftheircommonN headmtu'man'atS-structure.

ToblockP1-agri+agri-P2,theN headoritstracemustbeinsertedintothe

description.(12)issimilarto(11).
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(12) M-pishi a-li-ka-a (ti)

Cl.1-cookCl.1SM-PAST-stay-MOD (t)

kwi-a-kej wj-a

Cl.17b/26bSM-COP-nof-PossProCl.1/3OM Cl.1SM-COP-nof

kw-anza.

Cl.15-first

'Thecookstayedatthefirst'shome,lit.cookstayedati-of-hisj

hej-offirst.‘

P1kwi-a-kej'there/at-of-his'andP2wj-a'he-of'oftheP-nP/PPwakwanza

agreeviaagr{ke}andagr{w}atS-structureandtheircommonunderlyingNP

ismtu'man.'

NotethattwosequentialendocentricP-nPs/PPs,i.e.PP1andPP2,could

agreewitheachother,ifthefirstisavicariousNheadthatfunctionsinplace

oftheunrealizedN headofbothP-nPs/PPsand,thus,governsPP2,asin

(13)-(14).

(13) Mwi-enye n-devu wi-a

Cl.1SM-COP-nwith Cl.10-beard Cl.1SM-COP-nof

Kariokoo a-na-imb-a.

Kariokoo-Cl.17/26 Cl.1SM-PRESENT-sing-MOD

'(Theman)withabeardfrom Kariokooissinging,lit.hei-with

beardhei-ofKariokoohe-sings.'

(14) Wi-a kw-anza mwi-enye

Cl.1SM-COP-nof Cl.15-first Cl.1SM-COP-nwith

n-devu a-na-imb-a.

Cl.10-beard Cl.1SM-PRESENT-sing-MOD

'Thefirst(man)with a/the beard issinging,lit.hei-offirst

hei-withbeardhe-sings.'

ThusP-nPs/PPswiththeP-roots-a'of'and-enye'with'agreewitheach

otheratS-structurewhentheirexternalN headisnotovert,asin(13)-(14).

Note,however,thatinasequencesuchasP1wa'of'+P2mwenye'with',P2

doesnotagreewithP1atS-structure.Thus(mi-toto)wi-amwj-enyendevu,'lit.
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(Cl.1-child)Cl.1SM-COP-nofCl.1SM-COP-nwithCl.10-beard'derives

from anNPlike(mi-toto)wi-a(mj-pishi)mwj-enyendevu'(childi)of(cookj)with

beard'(seediagram 3).From (3),(10)and(13)-(14),welearnthatifaPofa

PPhasnoactualorpotentialagreementwithanNPandwithV,itisan

exocentricP,i.e.aP-a/COP-a(Amidu,2010,2011a,2012).Dictionariesdonot

distinguishendocentricPsfrom exocentricPs.

4. ‘Colonial’ Prepositions in Kiswahili

OnprepositionsinKiswahili,Ashton(1947,p.195)writesthat,

InSwahilitherearenoBantuwordswhicharebasicallyprepositions,but

thereareafew wordsbasedonthe-AofRelationshipwhichmaybe

termedso.Theseare:

kwa bymeansof,by,with,through,for,to,at,from

na with,by

P.C.+-a of,for.

Tobeginwith,theclaim totheeffectthat"InSwahilitherearenoBantu

wordswhicharebasicallyprepositions[…]"isfalsebecause,aswehaveseen

above,theP-roots-a'of'and-enye'with'derivePwords.Ashton(1947,p.

195)furtherstatesthat,

Therearealsonumerousphrases,i.e.compoundprepositions,basedon

kwa,naand-a.

kwahabariya about,concerning chiniya below

kwasababuya becauseof juuya on,over

kwaajiliya forthesakeof kablaya before(time)

karibuna near mbeleya before(place)

mbalina farfrom baadaya after(time)

pamojana togetherwith nyumaya after(place)
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mahalipa insteadof ndaniya inside

njeya outside

katikatiya among

katiya between

zaidiya morethan.

Usingdiagram1,wediscoverthatmwenyendevuandwakwanzain(13)-(14)

arePPs.Inaddition,kwahabariya'lit.from newsof',kwasababuya'lit.from

causeof',andkwaajiliya'lit.onaccountof'inAshton's(1947)listare

compoundP-nPs/PPs.

Diagram1:AsimplePPstructure.

Mwi-enye nj-devu

Kwai habarijyj-a

*Chinii yi-a

*Pai-moja naj

wi-a kwj-anza

Ashton's(1947)otherexamplesareungrammaticalunderdiagram 1.For

example,chini'lowerpart,bottom,under'agreeswithP-root-a'of',whichwe

haveseenabovemustagreewithanexternalNPexplicitly,hencechiniiyi-ax

'bottomofx'ThePya'of'cannot,therefore,betheNP,whilechiniitsexternal

NPisaP.Indeedtheagreement{i}inya'of'togetherwiththecoindexesof

chiniandyasuggestthatchinifalselyappearsunderthePnodeindiagram 1

asaP.Inaddition,aP-item doesnotgenerateagreementintoafollowingP

thatrequiresacomplementx,e.g.gari'car',tocompleteitssyntax,asinchinii
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yi-agarij'lit.under/bottomofcar.'OnlyanNcangenerateanagreementinto

theexternalpositionofaPitem.Thusapartfrom threephrases,Ashton's

(1947)dataarenotcompoundPPs.TheyareincompleteNPs(Crystal,2003,p.

368,Amidu,2004,Mkude,2005,p.153).Recallthat,given acommon

underlyingN head,asin(13)-(14),aPP2canagreewithaPP1.

Finally,observethatwakwanza'offirst'fitsunderdiagram 1asaPP.

Thatis,the unitwa'of'isa P and kwanza'first'isitsobjectNP.

Paradoxically,diagram 1revealsthatthePitemswa'of'andya'of'receive

differentstructuraldescriptionsintraditionalmodels,namelywhilewa'of'

appearsasaP,ya'of'appearsasanNP.Thecontradictoryfunctionofthe

sameP-root-a'of'revealshow inadequatetraditionalmodelsare.Ashton

(1947)overlooksPya'of',whenshealignsNPswithPPsorPsinher

translatedoutput,e.g.chiniya='below',gari='thecar'⟶ 'below thecar.'

Shetranslatesbothchiniandchiniyaas'below,under'onp.127,apractice

stillenvogue.RecallthatifchiniyaisaPPandchiniisaP,thelatter

wouldnotgenerateanagreement{i}intoitsPcomplementya'of'because

*agri-P+*agri-PdoesnotexistinKiswahiliandBantu.Ashton(1947)calls

NPs,suchaschiniyax,juuyax,kablayax,etc.,PPsbecauseofher

Englishtranslations.Ashton(1947,p.195)furtherwritesthat,

Notethatnaisfollowedbypersonalpronouns,whilekwaand-aare

followedbypossessiveforms,inthePersonalClasses.

Pamojanami.Togetherwithme. Chiniyangu.Underme.

Mbalinasi.Farfrom us. Mahalipetu.Insteadofus.

Kwake.Throughhim.

ThedescriptionsinthequotationareinaccuratebecauseeachP-norP,e.g.

na'with',isprecededbyanNP,whichmakeseachphraseanNPratherthan

aP-nP/PP.Forexamplepamojanami(mimi)'lit.it-one(place)with-me(me)'

doesnotfitunderdiagram 1becausetheexternalitem pamoja'one'isan

adjectiveofclass16/25PAorMA2.ItsunderlyingNheadismahali'place/s'

(seediagram2and(20)).Inaddition,Pnaisassignedthefirstpersonsingular

pronounagreement{mi}'me'byitsimplicitfirstpersonsingularpronoun
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complementmimi'I,me.'AphrasethathasexternalandinternalNsisnota

compoundPP.Ashton(1947,pp.195-196)alsostatesthat,

InadditionafewBantunounandverbformsareusedasprepositions

andsomearewordsborrowedfrom Arabic.

mpaka till,asfaras hata till

kutoka,toka,tokea from bila without

kama like

Someformssuchasna,hata,kama,arealsousedasconjunctions.

Ashton's(1947,p.195)statementtotheeffectthat"InadditionafewBantu

nounandverbformsareusedasprepositions[…]"isnotaccurateinmodern

linguisticdescriptions.Thisisbecause,theoretically,nonounorverbcanbe

usedasPunlessitchangesitsform class.Itfollowsthatanitem intheform

classofNorVmustchangetotheform classofPbeforeitcanfunctionas

aP.ThusP-ampaka'until'evolvedfrom thenounmpaka'boundary'ofclass

3MU2but,asP,itisnotthenounmpaka.Likewise,Pkutoka'from'evolved

from theinfinitiveverbkutoka'tocome/goout'ortheinfinitivenounkutoka

'coming/goingout'ofclass15KU but,asP,itisneithertheverbnorthe

nounkutokaduetoitsform class(Amidu,1980,1997,p.83,pp.145-151).

Changeofform classwithoutchangeofform oftengivesrisetohomophonic

lexicalitems,e.g.anounmpaka'boundary'andaprepositionmpaka'upto,

until.'

4.1. Modern Kiswahili scholars and 'colonial' prepositions 

The'colonial'legacyofdescribingnounsasprepositionscontinuesin

modernworks,suchasPolomé(1967,pp.126-130),Maw (1969),Heineand

Reh(1984,p.101),Abdulaziz(1996),Mkude(2005,pp.152-153),Buell(2007),

tonamejustafew.Theworksreferredtoabovedonottakeintoaccountthe

factthat-a'of'and-enye'with,having'generallyderivePsandconjunctions

thatmustagreewithexternalNPs.Incontextswheretheexternalagreement
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slotofaPbecomesopaqueorhasafossilizedform,anexternalNP,ifovert,

cannotassignitsclassagreementmarkertotheP.In(6)-(9),peteofclass9NI1

andwatuofclass2WA donothavetheirclassagreementmarkers{i}and

{wa}inna'with,by'andkwa'for,with,by.'Incontrast,theinternalNPsof

naandkwain(7)and(9)easilyassigntheiragreementmarkers{yo}and{o}.

Thisgivesusnayo,'lit.with-it'andkwa-o'lit.with-them.'Ashton(1947)does

notmentiontheP-root-enye'with,having'inherlistofprepositionsabove.It

appears,however,onpage63ofAshton(1947)(Schadeberg,1992,p.19).

Abdulaziz(1996,p.82)containsthedatum andtranslationin(15).

(15) Hamisi a-li-ku-ingi-a

Cl.1-Hamisi Cl.1SM-PAST-Cl.17b/26bOM-enter-MOD

ndani y-a ny-umba.

Cl.9-interior Cl.9SM-COP-nof Cl.9-house

'Hamisiwentinto(it)thehouse.'

Theparsingand literalglossesaremine.Ourglossesrevealthatthe

complementndaniyanyumba'interiorofhouse'belongstoclass9NI1.Asa

result,itisanNP.ItgeneratesalocativeOM {ku}intoitsPC/V.Thusitis

usedasalocativedenotingNPratherthananentitydenotingNP.Abdulaziz

(1996),however,writes,onthesamepage,that,"[…]ndaniyanyumba(a

prepositionalphrasemeaning'inthehouse')[…]."Weseethat,eventhough

thephraseisnotaPPthatisrepresentedbydiagram 1,Abdulaziz(1996)

describesitasaPPbasedonhisEnglishtranslation'inthehouse.'Heignores,

thereby,itsBantu internalsyntax 'interiorofhouse'in favourofthe

translationmodelinheritedfrom Ashton(1947)andothers.Heoverlooksthe

factthat-ingia'goin,enter(into)'istransitiveandtakesanOM {ku}ofan

objectNPndaniyanyumbain(15),whereya'of'agreeswithNndani.Mkude

(2005,p.153)statesthat,

Themostcommonlyusedsimpleprepositionsare'katika','kwa'which

canbeglossedas'in'and'to'respectively.Mostcomplexprepositions

in useareformationsfrom eitherverbsornouns.They include

'kutoka/toka'(from),mpaka/hadi(till/until),mbeleya(infrontof),
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nyuma/kablaya(before),juuya(ontopof),chiniya(under),kushoto

(left),kulia(right),pembeni(ontheside),etc.Suchprepositionscanbe

usedforbothanimateaswellasinanimatenouns.

Mkude(2005)adoptsthecolonialmodelthatturnsNPsintoPPs.Thisis

becausehedescribesNPstructures,e.g.chiniya'under',juuya'ontopof',

etc.,ascomplexPsformedfrom nouns.HealsoassertsthatNs,suchas

pembeni'(on)theside',form complexPPs(see(22)).Moderndictionaries,such

asTUKI(2004),Kiango,Lodhi,IparaandNassir(2007)andBAKIZA(2010),

alsodescribeNsasPsandNPsasPPs.

5. Towards a Modern Grammar without its Colonial Prepositions

Diagram2:AcomplexNPstructure.

Chinii kwi-a chinij

Ndanii kwi-a ndanij

ti mwi-enye nj-devu

ti wi-a Kariokooj

Mahalii pi-e-tuj sisij

Pembe-nii mwi-a chj-umba
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AnNPoftheform 'xofy'alwayshasthestructuralrepresentationin

diagram 2.

(16)Juui kwi-a juuj.

Overhead-Cl.17/26 Cl.17b/26bSM-COP-nofoverhead-Cl.17/26

'Wayoverhead,veryhighabove,lit.topoftop.'

(17)Baadai yi-a kazij.

Cl.9-posterior Cl.9SM-COP-nof Cl.9-work

'Afterwork,lit.posteriorofwork.'

(18)(ti) pi-enye uj-rembo.

(t) Cl.16/25SM-COP-nwith Cl.14-beauty

'(Place)with/havingbeauty,i.e.aplaceofbeauty.'

(19)Mi-toto wi-a mj-pishi.

Cl.1-child Cl.1COP-nof Cl.1-cook

'The/achildofthe/acook;the/acook'schild.'

(20)Mai-hali pi-e-tuj

Cl.16/25-placeCl.16/25SM-COP-nof-PossProCl.2/1OM

sisij.

ProCl.2/1us

'Ourplace,or(in)ourplace,lit.placeit-of-ourus.'

(21)Miongo-nii mwi-a waj-tu.

Midst-Cl.17/26 Cl.17c/16cSM-COP-nof Cl.2-person/man

'(In)themidstofpeople.'

(22)Pembe-nii mwi-a chj-umba.

Corner-Cl.17/26 Cl.17c/16cSM-COP-nof Cl.7-room

'(In)thecorner/sideoftheroom.'
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Diagram3:AcomplexPPstructurewithasequenceofP.

Sincei beforej breakfastk

?Mpakai kwj-enye kik-tuochabasi

?Vyi-a kwj-a BaMkwek

AcomplexPP,inwhichPprecedesaPP,hasthestructuralrepresentation

indiagram 3,whetheritsdatacomefrom KiswahiliorEnglish.Sincebefore

breakfastisfrom Crystal(2003,p.368).VyakwaBaMkwe'lit.they-ofthere-of

BaMkwe'isfrom Shafi(2003,p.21).Indiagram 3andin(23)-(25),wesee

how twosequentialPshaveiandjindexesand,therefore,cannothavean

agreementrelationagri-P+agri-P.

(23) (Vii-tuko) vyi-a (tj)

(Cl.8-horror) Cl.8SM-COP-nof (t)

kwj-a BaMkwek.

Cl.17b/26bSM-COP-nof Cl.9-BaMkwe

'ThehorrorsatBaMkwe,lit.(horrors)ofatBaMkwe.'

(24) Mpakai (tj)kwj-enye kik-tuo

Cl.0COP-aupto(t)Cl.17b/26bSM-COP-nwith Cl.7-stop

chk-a basip.

Cl.7SM-COP-nof Cl.5-bus

'Uptothebusstop,lit.till(place)withstopofbus.'
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(25) Bilai hataj wasiwasik.

Cl.0COP-awithout Cl.0COP-aeven Cl.14-worry

'Withoutanyworries,lit.withoutevenaworry.'

(26) (ti) mwi-enye (agri)-na sigaraj.

(t) Cl.1SM-COP-nwithCl.0COP-nwithCl.10-cigarette

'(Theman)with/havingcigarettes,lit.having/withwithcigarettes.'

(13)-(14)wouldnotfitunderdiagram 3becausewhentwoPPsagreewith

eachotheratS-structure,i.e.agri-PP1+agri-PP2,theydonothavesequential

Ps.Inaddition,(13)-(14)belongunderdiagram 2orunderamorecomplex

diagramwiththestructure[NP,PP[P,NṔ]]becausemwenye'having/with'or

wa'of'hasanunderlyingNhead,e.g.mtu'man.'Whenwelookat(23)-(26),

weseethattheyhavesequencesofP,butonly(25)-(26)havegenuine

sequencesofP.In(23)-(25),thesequencesofPdonotagreebecauseP1and

P2havenon-agreeingheads.ThistypeofP-sequenceisa'pseudo-sequence.'

Thusvya'of'andkwa'at'(23)havedifferentNheads,namelyvituko'horrors'

andnyumbani'attheresidence.'In(24),mpaka'upto'isaP-awhilekwenyeis

aP-n.Theycannotagreewitheachother.Pmpaka'upto'hasnoexternalNP

whilePkwenyehasanunrealizedexternalNP,e.g.mahali'place.'Anothertype

ofP-sequence,e.g.(26),hasan overtcommon N head oritstraceat

S-structurebutP1andP2agreeindependentlywiththeirNheadbutnotwith

eachother.In(26),P2hasnoovertagreeingprefixbecausetheexternal

agreementslotofna'with'isopaque(see(6)-(7)).Strictlyspeaking,(23)and

(26)arebestcapturedbydifferentkindsofcomplexNPprojections,suchas

[NP,PṔ[P,NṔ[NP,PṔ[P,NP]]]]and[NP,PṔ[P,PP[P,NP]]].

Wehaveshownin(11)thattwosequencesofP,e.g.na-yemw-enye'by-himi

hei-with',candisplayinternalagreementandexternalagreementofthesame

implicitNP.(26)suggestsandconfirmsthattwosequentialPscanagreewith

eachotheronlyiftheirN headoritstraceisnotpresentatS-structure.It

followsthat,strictlyspeaking,apartfrom (26),sequencesofPitemsthat

appearunderdiagram3donothaveco-indexesi…iinKiswahiligrammar.In

(26),thetraceofNPdoesnotallow mwenye'with/having'andna'with'to

operateagri-P1+agri-P2.IfmwenyefunctionsastheS-structuresyntactichead

governingthecomplementP-nP/PPnasigara'withcigarettes'andrepresents
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theircommonN headortrace,thenP-nP/PPnasigarawouldagreewithit.

ThedifficultywiththisP-sequenceisthattheagreementmarkeronPna

wouldbeimplicitandwouldnotpercolatetoS-structure.Thisparticular

implicitagreementisproblematicbecause,withinaclasssystem,itishardto

demonstratetheform oftheexternalclassagreementofna,*mna/*ana/*yuna

'he-with',inU-structurebeforeitfailstopercolatetoS-structure.Thispattern,

ifaccepted,isarareexampleofagri-P1+agri-P2.Othersmighttreatitasa

non-genuineagri-P1+agri-P2type.

Diagram 3furtherrevealsthatwhenphrasessuchaschiniikwi-achinij'lit.

atthebottom ofbottom',mi-beleyi-awaj-tu'lit.(in)frontofpeople'and

miongo-niimwi-awaj-tu'lit.(in)midstofpeople'appearunderit,theresultsare

strangebecausean alleged non-adnominalP1,e.g.chini'under',would

generateanagreementmarkerintoaP2,e.g.ya'of'orkwa'of'andintoa

verb,asin(28),whenithasnoNPheadinthegrammartomotivateagri-P1

+agri-P2.Thereisnogrammarintheworldwiththistypeofrelationship

betweenallegedsequentialPsandwithaV(see(28)).Indeed,P-sequences

thatagreewith each othermustshareacommon externalNP.Alleged

P-sequenceslikechinikwachini'atbottom ofbottom'haveneitheracommon

externalNP noranobjecttolicencethem.Theyareneithersimplenor

complexPPs.Finally,anyclaim totheeffectthat,forexample,mbeleyawatu

'(in)frontofpeople'consistsoftwoPPs,namelyPP1mbeleya'before'(i.e.P1

mbele'front'plusP2ya'of')(see§§4.-4.1.)andPP2yawatu'ofpeople'(i.e.P

ya'of'pluscomplementwatu'people')isuntenablebecause,asanylinguist

knows,bothclaimscannotbeadequatedescriptionsofthesamephrasembele

yawatu.Wereject,therefore,descriptionsthattreatjuu'up',chini'under',

mbele'infront',andsoon,asnon-adnominalPs.Theyarenouns.

5.1. The open-ended character of colonial PPs

Thissectionillustratesjusthow impracticabletheuseoftranslationsin

Indo-EuropeanlanguagestocategorizeNs/NPsasPs/PPsisinKiswahili.
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(27)M-kaguzi a-li-kagu-a n-jia

Cl.1-surveyor Cl.1SM-PAST-survey-MOD Cl.10-road

z-a chini

Cl.10SM-COP-nof bottom-Cl.17/26

kw-a chini z-a

Cl.17b/26bSM-COP-nof bottom-Cl.17/26 Cl.10SM-COP-nof

London.

Cl.9-London

'ThesurveyorinspectedtheroadsintheundergroundofLondon.'

(28)Chini kw-a chini

Bottom-Cl.17/26 Cl.17b/26SM-COP-nof bottom-Cl.17/26

kw-a ndani y-a

Cl.17b/26bSM-COP-nof Cl.9-inside Cl.9SM-COP-nof

mi-godi ku-na dhahabu

Cl.4-mine Cl.17b/26bSM-COP-vbewith Cl.9-gold

ny-ingi.

Cl.9-much

'Intheundergroundoftheinsideoftheminesthereisalotofgold.'

(27)-(28)containthephraseszachinikwachiniza'lit.ofthebottom of

bottom of'andchinikwachinikwandaniya'bottom ofbottom ofinteriorof.'

TheyaredescribedinKiswahiligrammarascompoundorcomplexPPs.If

thesePPclaimsareallowedtostand,(27)wouldhave5P-sequencesand(28)

would have6P-sequences.Ifpembeni'(in/on)thecorner/side'formsa

complexPP,asMkude(2005,p.153)assertsabove,thentheP-sequencesin

(27)-(28)canbeextended,asfollows:

(29)M-kaguzi a-li-kagu-a n-jia

Cl.1-surveyorCl.1SM-PAST-survey-MOD Cl.10-road

z-a chini

Cl.10SM-COP-nof bottom-Cl.17/26

kw-a chini

Cl.17b/26bSM-COP-nofbottom-Cl.17/26

kw-a ndani y-a
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Cl.17b/26bSM-COP-nofCl.9-inside Cl.9SM-COP-nof

pembe-ni mw-a mi-godi.

side-Cl.17/26 Cl.17c/26cSM-COP-nof Cl.4-mine

'Thesurveyorinspectedtheroadsintheundergroundoftheinside

ofthecorners/sidesofthemines.'

(30)M-kaguzi a-li-shuk-a

Cl.1-surveyor Cl.1SM-PAST-descend-MOD

chini kw-a chini

bottom-Cl.17/26 Cl.17b/26SM-COP-nof bottom-Cl.17/26

kw-a ndani y-a

Cl.17b/26bSM-COP-nof Cl.9-inside Cl.9SM-COP-nof

pembe-ni mw-a mbele

side-Cl.17/26 Cl.17c/26cSM-COP-nof Cl.9-front

y-a mi-godi.

Cl.9SM-COP-nof Cl.4-mine

''Thesurveyordescendedtotheundergroundoftheinsideofthe

frontcorners/sidesofthemines.'

Firstly,observethattheso-calledcomplexPPin(27)hasbeenextended

from 5to9P-sequencesin(29)viathecolonialgrammarapproach,i.e.asza

chinikwachinikwandaniyapembenimwa'lit.ofbottom ofbottom ofinsideof

in/onside/cornerof.'

Secondly,observethattheso-calledcomplexPPin(28)hasalsobeen

extendedfrom 6to10P-sequencesin(30),i.e.aschinikwachinikwandaniya

pembenimwambeleya'lit.bottom ofbottom ofinsideofin/onside/cornerof

frontof.'

Thecolonialmethodofcategorizingprepositionsleadstoanuntenable

open-endedseriesofprepositionalsequences.Asfarasweknow,thereisno

languagethathassuchlongheavysequencesofP.Withinmodernphrase

structure,onlythephraseszachinikwachinizain(27)andzachinikwachini

kwandaniyapembenimwain (29)arecomplex PPs,albeitstructurally

incomplete.TheyarecomplexbecausetheinitialPza'of'functionsasthe

headofeachphrase,i.e.ifweoverlook,foramoment,theNheadnjia'roads'

ofPza'of',whichisthegeneratoroftheagreement{zi}intotheP-root-a'of',
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hence{zi}+{a}⟶ za'of.'EachlastP,i.e.ya'of',ormwa'of'requiresits

object,Londonormigodi'mines',tocompleteitsPPstructure.

Turningtochinikwachinikwandaniyain(28)andchinikwachinikwandani

yapembenimwambeleyain(30),wediscovertheyareNPs,albeitstructurally

incomplete.TheyareNPsbecauseN chini'bottom'functionsastheheadof

eachphraseand,in(28),agreeswithitsVkuna'thereis.'ThelastP,i.e.ya

'of'ofeachphraserequiresitsobjectmigodi'mines'tocompleteitsNP

structure.In (27)-(30),N chinifunctionsasalocativeN and generates

agreement{ku}intoP-root-atogivekwa'of',whiletheembeddedN ndani

'interior'functionslikeanentitydenotingN andgeneratestheagreement{i}

intotheP-root-ain(15)and(28)-(30),togiveusya'of.'

Recallthat,in diagram 3,wecameacrossgenuine-PP and pseudo-PP

compoundsorcomplexes.Forexample,aPṔ hastwosequentialPs.Further

complexPPs,withthestructurePṔ´consistingofthreeP-sequences,canbe

foundinthegrammar.Forexample,atS-structure,onefindskwa-enyena'lit.

for/towith/havingwith',andothersequences(Amidu,2001,pp.264-283).A

depth ofthreesequentialPsisoften themaximum onecan get.Heavy

sequentialPsdonotexistinKiswahili.

6. Conclusion

Thetradition ofthepioneersofKiswahiligrammaticaldescription is

embodiedinStandardKiswahili,whichhasbeendisseminatedathomeand

abroad.Ithasmanyfollowers,whostillattempttoturnNsintoPsandNPsinto

PPs.Over50yearsafterindependence,wecontinuetousetheoldmethod

knownas'translationequivalentinaformercoloniallanguage'todescribe

P-categories.ThishasturnedNsintoPsandNPsintoPPs.Thetimehascome

toreplacetheoldapproachandmethodwithmodernonesthatadequately

reflectthesyntaxofKiswahiliandBantuphrases.
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Listofsomeabbreviations

AFX affix

Agr,agr agreement

Cl. class

Cl.16/25MA2 Mahali/pahaliclass,with agreementmarkerpa-for

sg./pl.;traditionallyclass16

Cl.17/26NI3 locativeclass,withthreeallomorphicagreementmarkers

(a)pa-,(b)ku-,(c)mu-;traditionallyclasses16-18PA-,

KU-andMU-

COP-a adverbialcopula(alsocalledP-a)

COP-n nominalcopula(alsocalledP-n)

COP-v copulaverb

MOD moodmarker,modalicmarker

N noun

NP nounphrase

O object

OM objectmarker

PASS passive

PAST pasttense

P-a adverbialpredicate,adverbialpreposition (alsocalled

COP-a)

P-aP adverbial predicate phrase, adverbial prepositional

phrase(seePP)

P-n nominal/adnominalpredicate,nominalpreposition(see

COP-n)

P-nP nominalpredicatephrase,nominalprepositionalphrase

(seePP)

P.C. pronominalconcord(Ashton,1947,p.54),alsocalled

agreement

PC predicateconstituent,equivalenttoverb(seeVbelow)

PRESENT presenttense

ProCl. personalpronounclass(1/1=inCl.1,1stperson,1/2

=inCl.1,2ndperson,1/3=inCl.1,3rdperson;2/1

=inCl.2,1stperson,2/2=inCl.2,2ndperson,2/3=
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inCl.2,3rdperson)

PossProCl. possessivepronounclass(1/1=inCl.1,1stperson,1/2

=inCl.1,2ndperson,1/3=inCl.1,3rdperson;2/1

=inCl.2,1stperson,2/2=inCl.2,2ndperson,2/3=

inCl.2,3rdperson)

PP prepositionalphrase(withsubtypesP-nPandP-aP)

S subject

SM subjectmarker

t tracesymbolstandingfortheunrealizedN headofa

modifier

V verb,equivalenttopredicateconstituent(seePCabove)
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