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Goh, Gwang-Yoon. 2012. On the Alternation of the Three Prepositions Following
Different. The Linguistic Association of Korea Journal. 20(1). 193-210. Although the
alternation of different from, different than, and different to has been among the most
talked-about linguistic variations in English, few previous studies have provided a
thorough empirical analysis of the alternation, thereby letting the issue remain
mostly a matter of which choice is correct or more appropriate. This study discusses
the use of the three English prepositions occurring after different on the basis of the
relevant data from seven English corpora. The results indicate that the use of the
three prepositions with different varies with genre, regional differences, and
grammatical contexts. Thus, the traditionally less preferred #han and fo, which are
known to be quite common in American and British English, respectively, are most
frequently used in speech but least common in academic prose. The use of different
than, in particular, is approaching the level of the dominant different from in
colloquial American English and shows clear signs of increasing use, suggesting the
possibility of eventually threatening the dominant status of the standard form in
other genres. Grammatically, than tends to be more readily used when there is an
intervening element between different and the preposition. Further study is needed to
better understand the use of the three alternative prepositions, especially the roles

that other intra- and extra-linguistic factors play in their alternation.

FA|ol(Key Words): =3 ~(corpus), different, from, than, to, wA(alternation), H|=/ =
¢Jo](American/British English), ¢A}% WH3l(historical change), 4= (genre).
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(1) a. Neopagans, in contrast, like the Craft specifically because it is so

different from the Puritanical, ... (Frown D13 103)
b. The kitchen was as radically different from the rest of the hotel as the
dining room. (FLOB L16 89-90)

(2) a. There was no evidence that anything was different than it had been.
(Brown L10 0670)
b. These representations have a much different flavor than NLP
representations. (Frown ]33 14)
(3) a. Even when we came it was different to now. Babba’'s just poured
money into it. (LOB L06 78)
b. I think this is a lime one. They taste a bit different actually to the ones
we had. (BNC-Baby KP5: 2544)
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W A5 BAES nRoR g xHE Ur #dsto] A7|E 2 7HA 83 A
, B e % zﬁerentﬁorn«] ik 4@_%/‘1 7Yz} U]%"go%

AHE ElS e el g, wsrdold A AR AARAN Qe different ﬁomﬂr
different thano] AH8-FFe FAIARQ Al AU H L Ao o5 7 tA ¥3<] i
ol sko R ol wsleAl EA L WA teiAE =ejal Baa gk

AR B 201 Gols) FEN differents] $a] Al A 24 7

FEL wdel ge] 9T, 1B ot o) °

4% % 95k 4, Be GolnAEe) BUUEE THE GolabAEe 7
_ o !

o As =2 ol Al gk Hus &
different7} V1= thanol} to9} A 2ol= A7} &
%

WE WA R, B3] thane AL ol Mwﬂa 201 541 NP 4
¢ B AR ot JolgAE Alolo] Aeel B el &ie] AP
Zolt(all: Fowler 1908: 162, Bernstein 1965: 141, Bernstein et al. 1977: 62,

Partridge 1997: 246, Cutsinger 2004: 6, Garner 2009: 253). o] ¢+ TFHEH A Q1 73]

T AEAow FHEHA oML} &4 F247] A% A (academic guidelines)
o4 B3] WASE AAE Letole] BAss FBE dololy okl Ao|EEL FA0.
=2 433 da) 453 Y (ol Dr. Grammar, The Straight Dope, grammarErrors.

B9, olgk e FRENA QAN B SIE ) 4254 AES Ut 7%
o

b B S
AR AN differentsh 5 AN 292 GoIFAT) AT HAL AGIHE 2
2 7&ste 1 w7dk ApEo] g AAAth(dl: Jespersen 1949: 11.45, Wilson 1993:

140, Gilman 1994: 341-343, Quirk et al. 1985: 1131, 1222, Huddleston & Pullum

1) Dr. Grammar (http:/ /www.drgrammar.org), The Straight Dope (http://www straightdope.
com), grammarErrors.com (http://www.grammarerrors.com).
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2002: 1144, Tottie 2002: 174, Peters 2004: 153, Swan 2005: §115.2). ol AR5
A2 AA T kA Ug o Fd 4 Qlh AA, differentol I 2ol AAAIRA =
fromo] 7174 AWbA AN than3} toTe 747} wl=rejolel Jmrdolol Al & ] sro]al glo
1, £3] Peters(2004: 153)0] w2, o]2|3k ¥o|(variation)= B %] 9] olojwzh
& Alo] ol 16M| 717458 Alsleh Tt B2 A7hEe] 24l A B0} gtk Flo]
o B4, &3] FEAlR EEE thand 2 AN fromol tods TS BAME &
A& Holzd, ofle] 017 Swan(2005: §115.2)9] dolA & 4= 3= FAAH, 53] Ao
v Aol Ao T4 o]l $44 A9 7 A, olf e 5 wlaredoo A
ooy} ool Am ri AR REE = Alo|th2)

(4) a. The job’s different than I expected.
b. The job’s different from/to what I expected.

HGA differentst 54 AN AF BAAAS A =elsh AFES Ag) A}
99 F A4 %Y ke Skl 49Tk ofF A9 @PEL /RA0R ARk Wag
B30 HgoR T Qo) 17 RAZe| UF HEdE 493 BIY gt TR AT
Stk SAY, o) ATEL AP HAEY a9l UiF N9 A} B 9Eehe
797k ol oA SlelA e whsh ol At JOLART 2] AT Yol
we RPN F4L BAAL ALENA0R T AEPFS ALs o] 43S
AESE el TA o), AITH 0w wrk A i =elE ARS Qi Foln]

7 ol$- olele Aol
H 50, ZHAE Jgko g 3

o A7 FAE

s el s 27 27180

=
gho] So{ e different from3}F L 7 Al ¥ 2oL FHA BAS Jdo R K} A
T Al AFHeE A== CSPAE(Corpus of Spoken Professional American
English, 1994-1998)¢] B4 nlgo 2 g Iyeiri et al.(2004) A Jhd Ao AFE A
o]tk lyeiri et al.(2004)9] Ao] waW wxgoleA A= iAlsle] AHGHE

2) AR} from YA thano] 2ole AL, UHo| Jespersen(1949: 11.85)0] AFHPe AXH, FLA}
different7} MW A “AXL anys} much 5 HnFS A8 FAle] £48 Wevkd: Is he any
happier, any different?)= A3 WA Bo] e =it}

3) CSPAEE #& 8 (academics) 2 AX|(politics)9} #AF #E7 ¢ 37 (professional settings)
ol Al oF 4007 9] ghAtel & o] ol g2 i3} &2 vlEo R £E3 oF 2008 Tl R =y
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different from3} different thane] 2:9lo] wigtel A4 33t Adle] ut} 89 2o
(stylistic and gender differences)= H oItk gt} 53], A4S zHe(formal) Ta}3)
(cll: Aok 7148 )M Q] thshde(el: 71418 A8 BLel)ol A st different
than) Aol RS Aol Qlom, cgBAEe A HABAZ A ol e
o) 1] 3lajh Zlelth ol2lg Iyeir et al(2004)9] T3z A A7t o AFET
2] whesh daEd] MEA] ok tishdsta Al S 2 Ao 9915 T UiA|
wale) 4183} ol | Blo] QoA A2 0 FHEA D wAsThe HolA Aang I
B2 % Qo el BPEL o5 A7E ue ARA 54 2 doldnue
wioR @ RO HelA olge AT
wEA 2 QA Beke A2e 1wy Fsde 9ol Taiad AL e A7)
A9 #Ad AFEA AR o AA ke vhe ARE el Helliaa gtk A
differents X338l A 744 bt &l digh 7129 A3 £4L dlT TS5 AA
29l deht A wkedsta glevR =4, Y RHEEY AR v AR
(register)el 2} o Aol Holn Qow, 1 Aol} jshe vke LR A, A
7HA ok 13 7kl B4 33o) duse A97E ek asvhd Teigk A o
e mAE Rl TR UiA, lolfiste] AHA Al 7hA] tighA FH e 2293 B
oF kARl Feoh Heh HAIA9 el Alo]e] FAOR E o), g FHEY tHEA>
A oW RS A J=7R T g fste] tellAs ofd dFo] 7hserl? B
=i U A B A= AFAR I A5 EAES vgoR F7 o] 2 AR
Helual mEgo 2 tefel tighA oJojrdES 293} IE Alele Add] digh B}
WA Ao =elE FHWelaa g,

o] B4z ~(specialized corpus)O]E} o] ¥ A= Brown AL} LOB myA¢ke] B|wE fo|dt
Al 3k7] A3l b oF 1005 Dol =91 2719 319 A= A e, shube w43 9(faculty
meetings) % Ad ##H 91943 2F(committee meetings)S, T2 sl wokd 7)218 A (White
House press conferences)s vl&2o.2 ala lthhttp://www.athel.com/corpdes.html).

ANAF 7L 3 Bo] mmA ARS 243 @3 APATEA Lee(2009)7} 9}%% AR a2y
Lee(2009)= ©3] COCAS} BNColl 291 dlg FHE] ixs} 2 714 &S (differents) AAA7}
P gl gk AR £4& A3 theau A &

'
=

@0z 28 AT D) Ak 92 84
7] whie] Aahelol i@ wslolA] ALt B, Lee(2009)0l4] differentsh AAA7} 422
A8 SPAANA B AL T2 A9 WA AW Aow HANAR differentsh 7} NG AANNE,
£ 29 4104 Agstn g st gol, Fe] B advh 495l sl A7 1S B ME

of A&HQ AR TN AL 4 G5 olele delolet A



3. BARE U a7y

3.1. 32
HApdMe #2, 271 BA 5, A7|E A7EAe 24 #dd 29059 H43
E%% Aa olg) 7HA] beksh dtholo] IHAS BAo F89th B AFoae] A
A dujojo] I as BE 77RAQMH], 4719 Brown AlE F#2(F, Brown 32X,

Frown 3%, LOB 92, FLOB =), BNC-Baby, COCA(Corpus of
Contemporary American English), COHA(Corpus of Historical American
English)7} #}2 Z171E|th5)

mxﬁ, Brown 32, Frown 92, LOB 9|2, FLOB v} 279 A4} ojo]
¥~ Brown I¥AES R Ao} TE 379 ZuA7} +&2H 715 &3] Brown
d #Z3A(Brown family of corpora)@til dZojA =, 72t FZ¥|A7} 5 2000 THol
7heke] Fol BlAE 500702 o] Fol Al ¢F 1004k tro] Fre] Hrfejo] wu otk o5 H
Zb2F 1960 2 1990t 9] ml=medolol Jmdol s twlehs ABARA AR
b AAE AW QLo A Wl EA w87 Ao duA Gk & A
= AR AP #E o5 ol AuA] S el Al 7hA] dighE] 139 /‘}
| wl=dolel daredoldal ofF ApolE HolFe=A] dolH At sl

E4], BNC-Baby= 1 7527} oF 19 tho] 7}ak¢l BNC(British National Corpus)

el % H}E‘*j gHEolzl oF 4007 o] f e} Arfjedaiedo] wuieltt. o] AHAE
247k 1007 wo] gree] 1Rl 47)9] 319) AR o]FolA] glom, 7} 31y AHAE
019 47}11 F8 A=9l AA(fiction), Al (newspaper), U8} (conversation), 3H&At
(academic prose)2 ¥ HHIIEE HoJQthe) H Ao M= o] ZyAg HA
3 T2 HEAL differente} $5E = A tEA AAAR] ARGHFo] A 2ol whe o] zho
£ HoleA AunA & el

AR, COCAE nl= 224 tlgH(Brigham Young University)®] Mark Davies
Wb TEF Avirlaredo] Ay AR T qFRIE @A) oF 49 25005 Hojo] o2 #sE
gk 7HE o] s 2oltk 56 o] digfR ¥ A 1990 E 2011He] o] 27
7HA) i 2700k go] o] BIAES Wol 2314 0.1, oi(spoken), A4 (fiction), U]
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5) 7} zH2d 3 A4 HHE O3-S FEsek Brown AlY ZHXA (http://www.helsinki.fi/
varieng/CoRD/corpora/, http://129.177.24.52/icame/manuals/), BNC-Baby (http://www.
natcorp.ox.ac.uk/ corpus/babyinfo.html), COCA (http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/), COHA
(http:/ /corpus.byu.edu/coha/).

6) olel# A= ¥5ol talA: BNCS 429 gAE §3E AF Lee(001)9 T3} 7o) vx4
o] EHAMQ Biber et al.(1999) 55 =3t



Different from/than/to2] ZMHA 7|8t 2A | 199

A (popular magazines), Al (newspapers), 2144 d(academic journals)< ¥ 33}
50e) 2 Az PAsl Q7] die] Aujuiwdole] 44 Bx F4 A2
Homt 28 (330 BAD) BAH AZIAE 239 5 s dl5e 0% 44
HA L Aol M]3t o] Avjiolth B A= COCAS Fgato] A2 ZAA
o S

24

fr ofN

>

[¢30
-

Tl B 5= Qe different from3} different thano] 7015 XLk nj=ojole] £Q #

A oH ARg e HolFmA uFeA & Aolrh

opA|Eto 2, COHAE COCAS} np7iA 2 )7 tigte] Mark Davies w7}
3k oF 49 0% TR Arinedo] su 2], 18109H 20091714 9] wEedo] )
ER THEolAl dfe] EA Zu2(diachronic corpus) @A ] 10dritle] Wels #a
o QR FAEC Uk o3, ¥, Adnl, A T ole] vk Rl 27 A
HAS Aulls 4 les dFs COHASY 42 Sl | dA7oMs F2 nl=goldA
different from3} dzﬁerent than] thglo] dAtq o ojH HAHS AREA Aena, o
2 % R4 e guel o9 s 2 A nuaA 2 Aol

3.2, BMED ¥ A7

b

H Ao e 919f #o] Aeld tefel o] Fujxe] B4S
TTE AT Ao R AMEEITE Brown A4 FuA EAS
Tools 5.0 A-4-8}91 21, BNC-Baby<] 7Z--al (3]F Zuj2e] =
XairaE, COCA% COHAS 754l ald 32 Alo|ETF Algsles AAl A Auxs
gtk g, 7 usoA AL 13 A Te] Bier 274 BAS el H
Kol uzt WordSmlth ToolsZ H7}A 07 Alg-3-9th

EEREEE PR
Y= WordSmith
 AeE) A HAdz

'D'_IL_L_

@9, 1 Ao S0l AEE 7709 Aoldo] mal oA differents) 2 T4 A
A} from, than, to= 01201 Al 717 AL QPEA Heh A% FL AR Auge F
Fesich 59, 90 U3 99 JIA difirentsh Y A} dA 02 i
A W ol differentst AR Aold] TE HolSe] AR A% A5 ¢ BF X
HAES AR ol o) 248 2kES AL +AYE B4 AYo] LRI A
Al BAGAE Ausgon, A5H0e A48 A Ul B AA A vow Y
EAE AGUFS B 1 BAI} AV guE Agsen g
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4.1, LUy Y

LA} dlﬁerentd &8 XA from, than, to7} HolFE tiobA] 229)3} 1 Wol=
HAA o7 QA3 AWR7] Ao HA g FAESS 2ole AxHo 7 2R, o]
A AR RG] B NG TES] A Aol Aslzk A Aol Arel <l
Anh} 2 B Esx) {Er%] AAGNREE s)7) oL o) & HSH Brown #3> Al
Q1 471e] Jmledo] Zu 2o A different ... from/than/to9] B o F M3 Aok 4
THo]t}7)
I 1. Different from/than/to2| AFZE (Brown family)
i P different from different than different to
Brown 43 (49.4%) 8 (66.7%) 0
Frown 44 (50.6%) 4 (33.3%) 0
2 A (Mo 87 (100%) 2 (100%) 0
LOB 36 (41.9%) 2 (100%) 5 (38.5%)
FLOB 50 (58.1%) 0 (0.0%) 8 (61.5%)
2A(%590) 86 (100%) 2 (100%) 13 (100%)
oA AYATLE Fee 22804 A uke} 2o, differentst 3| 2ol tjetA A3
AHEe) 2:90d] el e 45 Gl AuA A4 Jhgd shbs g duAe 139
from T ml=rdolo| A= thano), o=tedolol A& to7} B 2 2ol A RE 1 ATA B0l
B Sonl ) o5 thane] GOl 2ol G o} siF Al 2ol A3

ZEUE Zlolt{Huddleston & Pullum 2002: 1144; Gilman 1994: 341-343, Tottie
2002: 174, Peters 2004: 153 ). o]2lgh FA o} 9143 #dsle], $) Fo] F A
A% Avuw 0)7golst JRooldn BT dzﬁ‘erent frome) 74 Asl Aelol
different than3} different to®] (44 A e 242y oF 1/73 1/6 A9

7) HAAS Y= WordSmith Tools 5.09] Concord 2138 A3}yl om, 73Mu)ito](search
word)w different, E71%|(context word) NE FAAAL 7 ZHRALe] Fr]ZZ(context search
horizons)& “L0 to R5”(= 7HMo|E 7|&o 7 FZ07 ( o], 2207 5 o] Alojd dd HAAL7}
o AT Aslel EAG AT AAA} A%A9 ASE BE BASH0E Yehte A%
Nad nE TR g

8) Peters(2004: 153)q] Eﬂr# A, ulZgolol s 29l fromi} thand] AMEH|E-S (CCAE, Cambridge
International Corpus of American English 7]52.=) 4:1, =0l from3} foe] AL&H|&
(BNC 71722) 61 Axo|tk.
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% 4 f&‘:}”ﬂ A ﬁﬂ% Sl dotek ygo] AAl 18-E 2wl o ojAl
ek BAE Adoa Bole ol Alojth
SHA, BEAL differente} $4: AR AN digh M =oEo] T4 B ¢ 7bA F8ek
2 different7} o] AAAkg} F 718l H(collocate)e] FAIS AAT 0]
%, G7gdolut mmodolute] EAl) HlEol EHA gRle] ufg- Fagh A4S gtk 4
th &, A0 R thand fromoL} to9} & FIEWS 7[A =, 53]
02 £EH o7l FHEE Aol ol 2010 TR 97} ojeh than
golgl= Zlo|tiQuirk et al. 1985: 1226, Peters 2004: 153) 2209 than9)
1o 99 499759 olak e S 45408 F21 500 2 5 A2 o
ool 7] 93] 4719 Brown Ald =349 BNC-Babydl| 291 different than] 2E o
2070(A 7 14709} 77N, <F 1>3 <3 2> #x)E HEel] & A3, ol dlofA QC’L%L T
U= AAE, A9 e ool A Mo} Ao AZE A o4 4 Q= o)
thano] $-&:5o] MPAFE9] ik T4 o] Abd & Rifele 3102 Jesith

(5) a. There was no evidence that anything was different than it had been.
(Brown L10 0670)
b. This is a different team than it was last time.
(Frown A15 179)
c. It is no more possible to pass between the dates which compose the

different domains than it is to do so between natural and irrational




numbers. (BNC-Baby CTY: 732)
(6) a. Records sound like records because they provide a different sort of
experience than live music. (Brown E04 1130)
b. That's what I mean by things being different for you than for me.
(BNC-Baby GOY: 3561)
c. I think you do have a totally different approach to life than before.
(BNC-Baby A7W: 1158)

StA T, different from3} T-EE different than] SAM L3} #Aste] diF-29 A
g AT % ] et §le F8.¢ 54c] sht slevl 24l P84 different} F4 A
A} Ajolel the 50 A1) 9L A%, A B)oh (@l Qi el algeln o
9 4 A= A, dlﬁefenf thano] ALg-= 7hsAo] ml¢ ths slolth AAlz 479

Brown Alg Zu| 20| 2291 different from<] alli- 173719} different than9] <& 14715 4

23] B 23} % o] Alold] 4HE 847} Qi A9t 27t 39M(22.5%) 7 11W(78.6%)
o Vet F7miglae #4457} EFe) e v S DA o) 98 4
o W

a8vhd, AuE different from3 2] different thano] o]H 3+ SAME Fulo]M A5y
olf= Fold7R old] el ofe] 7hA] Tk Ano] Al=d 4 QAo FoluT)
0% Ad(linguistic distance)<} 71134 Azl(conceptual distance)= 7Id3} AF3]
145 #Ho] Qe o7 HetHHaiman 1980, 1983, Thompson & Koide 1987,
Newmeyer 1998, Yule 1998). Haiman(1980, 1983) 5ol Wz, F o] Alo]9] ofof 4]
Ade BE E Alold & dofut $49 2 24 4 gled, o B4 e & 84S
Atole] EAletE 1014 A7t 245 & Atold] BAE ATl SlolA B & a4 A
Y7k EAGTL Gk dE S, ol (7)) Fold F EAS Avinm, Fejst ov] W

A9 fAME B8l F B4 T2 FAE BARSE A9t HA ol mA= o
e AroA T8 A Zfolg AL Qg2 & 4 led, olelgt X}O]L T+ 4
oAl EAkel HA o] Ateld] ¢lo|A Ael Hlglels NdA Al zfold] HhgS Far itk

nAEE 5 9E Aelnk

U rz rr

A

[}
B4

(7) a. 1 shot the sheriff.
b. 1 shot at the sheriff.

9) ¢, BNC-Babyol ZAMH different than?] A& 770 7k&d VIS At 6709 oll&o] differents}
than Alolo] Th2 84V AYH A9
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olAl olefgt M H A S & t] FAsle] Aol AdE wlldd A9 A A B o}
Udl 875w sl9HFsl(subcategorization) 4 Fele dAGHE WA #o]
Aohal 7Rgal R o] A e Aol At doldgE MEA AR B oo F &
A Abole] ERA AR o e BRA AAA o] HolA Al "kl B 4 3ls Alo|th
o= different thane] 73-5-o -G Ww, LAl differents} T4 AXAL Alold] TRE @4
7F AtgsEo] AdojA Ayl WoiAW A FHEAE $4 AR AL Ul 8elE st

AAA Aot "old REY frome] Algdl U @7 oFel A= dhE HAE than

-2 o A §U= 0 different thans AH4-sle 4971 Solvke Zlolgia AWE 4

A

4.2. 328 NEYY

A7 AN $2E Brown A9 Zolo) o] BAEUE EGET ) we) o5
928 BALS FellX different from3h F oHA] ®H Q] 2101 AAA R T SIA
20317} ol Rt A ARSI Bol Bame] Bao] AL o9 2o gAE 3
29 4 Qe 14 £48  7heY B ol BAES wRa o 7 o 4
o Harg 215 TP IS B B4 4L Jelh BN 2 Apelas
A 7HA RS Al AR EE HuR] 98] ddjgsedol 29l BNC-Baby s #
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