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1. Intreduction

The concepts of cotplement, adjonct, and attribate as the elements
of 8 plrase have been widely discussed (see Chomsky 19B1 and
Hapgerrman 1991), While the difference bebween an adjunct and an
atkrikbote lies in their position, the difference between s complement and
gt adjunct lies (o their seneretict, & completnent 5 semoeokicalls
selected (s-selected) ber the head and s thecefore, base-generated swhile
atn adjunet 15 generally oot s-selected ke the head and iz oot
base-generated,

cemmntically, & cotmplement and an adjunct also show different
functions, [n an adjective phrase (AF), & complement shews the person
of thing to which a state is dicected, like in (1) and (&),
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(17 John s angry with his sister,
(2} The answer is oot relevant be the guestion,

The FFs pdh his sicper in (1) and po the guestion in (2) are the
cotnplements of grgry and releocer tespectively, With ki séper shows
the person to whom the anger (s dicected, and po the guestéon shows
the thing to swhich the answer & related, Different Erom 8 complement,
atn adjunct ooly gives information such ss on the plece and time of &
state, like o (3) and (4],

(31 John wes angry in the meeting,
(4} The film (5 good ab the beginning,

The PPs én the meering in (3) and or the Degdandng in (1) are adjuncts
of aogey and good respectively, fn the meeting shows the place where
Jobn wes angry, and o the begiwndg shows the place of the good part
of the Filr

Categorically, an &F rmay take a preposition phrase (PP, bo-infinitive
werky and  clause both o ss 8 complement and sn adjunck, A5 &
cotrplernent and  an adjonct are  different in their  generation and
cetrmntic fonction, a PP, to-infinitive weck, and  claose which function
g5 8 cotplement show s synkactic behesvior which (s different from
those which fonction as an adjunct, & PP, to-infinitive werh, and claose
which function 8 completnent maey ondecge sotne syatackic processes
which 8 PP, ro-infinitive werkb, and clavse which funckion as an adjunct
cannet underge, Similacly, 8 PP, to-infinitive weckh, and clavse which
functicn as sn adjonct may onderge some synbactic processes which a
PP, to-infinitive werk, and clavse which function as a8 complement
cantet uodergo,

The asyrmetries of an adjective cotnplement and adiective adjunct
has an important consegquence in the developtment of & theory on the
gereration and stroctore of 8 phrase, &5 8 complement and  adjoock
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svrtactically  behawe  differently, 8 plrase theory  which  does oot
distinguish the twe elements cannet capture the netore of 8 phrase, and,
hence, does oot have a strong grouond,

2. Preposition Phrase

&n oadjective may teke a PP oas ity complement and adjunck, The
complernents of the adiectives aagrp o (1) and refesoer i (2) which
are rewritten as [6) and (B) respectively below, are the FPs n+#h Ris
sizper atud fo the gquestion respectivelsy,

(8} John is angry with his sister,
(6} The answer is oot relevant be the guestion,

[n (3 and (1) which are rewtitten as (70 and (B) kelow, the adjunct
of the adjective magry (5 the FP & the meering, and the adjunct of the
adjective good is the PP ab the beginning.,

(77 Johh wes angry in the meeting,
(B} The film is good at the beginning,

When an adijective takes a PP oas its complement, the preposition
which becotmes the head of the PP is fized, & certain adjective toay
ctily take s PP headed by 8 cectaln prepesition as its complement, The
BEPCEEEIONE fid of cembitfous for, augrp withor oavdous ebor, bored
with, different from, ford of good &, releomer to atid worred whout BCE
cotbinaticns of adjectives and the prepositions which head the PPs
which function as cotnplements,

&n adjective deoes nob specify the prepesition which becotnes the head
of its sdjunck, The cheice of the prepesition depends on the types of
information which the adjunct conveys,

(9) The TV programs are good in the morningfon Saturdasys,
(10} John wes only quiet in the meetingfduring the trip,
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In the moming and on Separdoes are the adjuncts of good and én the
ereeting and durfng the meerdng ale the adjuncts of gufer The cheice
of én ol or in (B) and én of dudg o (100 depends oo the twpes of
information the WPs which come after them convey,

& PP adiective complement shows a specific syotactic behasvior, The
WP shich becotnes the complement of the prepesition can be replaced
wikth sehar of ndo b0 meke a question,

(11} a Jehno is angry with his sister,
. Who is John angry with?

bRry is fond of candies,
, What is Mary fond of?

[=4]

(12}

Lo

Hiz sicper o (11) 05 substitubed wiith whe, and in (12) ooadies (s
substitubed with dee Who and oder are then meved to the specifier of
C ko form 8 ouestion, (See Chomsky 19681, Haegemman 1891, and Lasnik
atnd Saite 19098 for & detailed discussion of 8 wh-phrase mevernent,)

&n MNP in a PP adjective adjunct, on the contrary, cannot ke
substituted with nher of wsho,

(13} &, John wes angry in the meeting,
b, *What was John angry in?

(14} a, The new englover was zood in his early weeks,
b, *What was the new employver good in?

The substitution of the meepng 0 (13) and A esrd weels in (10)
with whar and the movement of nder to the specifier of C prodoce
unacceptalble sentences,

& PP oadjective  adjunct gives clrcumstancisl  ioformetion inoa
sentence, [n oo question, such a PP is sobstituted with a wh-phrase like
where and phen
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(18]

w

. Johin waes angry in the meeting,
. Where was John angrv?

The new emdover wes good (o his early weeks,
b, When wes the new emplover good?

BT

{1B)

Where in (15) iz a substibute of in the meetinr, and ohen o (1E) is &
substitute of & ks eanfy weets

The unacceptability of (13k) and (1db) is due to government, fno the
meeting 0 (133) and & Ay ewrly weeds o (1da) are nob lexically
tmarked and, hence, are blocking categories for the NPs the smeeting and
ks ey weeks, The PPs are barriers for the BNPs, The traces of whar
in the FEs are not antecedent-gowerned by gy which moves to the
specifier position of T The movement of wher o 113k and (1dk) is
different from the movement of who o (11) and wher in (12), The FPs
with Mg sistersiho and of owwlfessvher are lexically marked and are,
therefore, not blocking categories for the wh-phrases,

The sarme reasen can be used to ezplain the acceptability of (17 and
(16) and the unacceptakility of (198) and (20a), An NP which cccurs in
o PP adjective complement can ccoor in s cleft sentence like in (17)
ard [1B) whereas an NP which occurs in & PP oadjiective adjiunct cannot
do 5o,

(17) [t was his sisteri that John wes angry with Chis sisteri),
(1B) [t is candiesi that bBry (s fond of (candiesi),
(19) @, +t is the meeting that John wes angry in (the meeting),
b, [t is it the meeting that John wes angry,
(20 @, +t was the keginning that the story of the film wes zood at
(the beginning),
b, [t wes at the beginning that the story of the film wes good,

His gisrer 8t the complement of wéh in (17) and medies as the
cotrplement of of in (18] can ke focused in the a cleft sentence, His
sister (0 with his sister in (170 and condies (0 of azedies in (16) can be
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deleted under the Equi-BF deleticon cole, They are recosverable because
they are governed by R sésrer ahd cendfes (o the matriz clause and
catt ke co-indezed with them On the conbrary, the seeting a5 the
cotnplement of #nin (198) and the begénndg ae the complement of qrin
(20a) cantwt be focused fn the smeeting and ar the Degfwding arE
adjective adjuncts, and they can be focused as o (10a) and (Z0k),

The WP of & PP adiective complement can alse be focosed in oa
peendo-cleft sentence. Sentences (11a) and (1Ea) can be pecaphrased
inte (217 and (22),

(21) Who John wes angry with wmes his sister,
(22} What Mlary is fond of is candies,

The MNP of & PP adjective adjunct, oo the contrary, canact be focused
in a pseudo-clett sentence, Sentences (13a) and (1da) cannck ke
paraphrased inbo (23a) and (248) bot inko (230) and (24b)

(23) @, +What John swas angry in wes the meeting,
b, Where John was angry was in the meeting
(2d) @, +What the film is good ab ab the beginning,
b, Where the film is good is ab the beginning,

Sentences (F3a) and (Fda) are nob acceptable, Sentences (13a) and (1da)
can only be paraphrased with where like in (2300 and (24b),

3. To-Infinitive

&An adijective can also take 8 ro-infinitive wech as its complement and
adjunck,

(2R} John is ceady to do the wock,
(26 MEBry is eager to stody abooad,
(2¥) The book is easvy ke onderstand,
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(28) The dress is expensive to by,

To do the worke i 25) and po study abrocd o (2B) are the
cotipletments of the adjectives resdy and ecger respectively, and o
waderspand (0 (BY) and go Doy in (2B are the adjioncts of the adjectives
esy 80l expensfoe [espRCHivELy,

& po-infinitive werk which functions as an adjective complement is
different frotn that swhich functions as an adjective adjunct in some
respects, & to-itfinitive adjective cotnplement can ke sobstituted with
nehe ko Form 8 guestion,

(20} What is Joho ready (ko do)?
(307 %hat iz bMacy eager (ko de)?

& po-infinitive adjective adjuonct, on the contrary, cannet be sobstiboted
with whor in 8 question,

(31} a +What is the beok easy to do?
b, How is the book easy?

(321 @ +What is the dress expensive to do?
b, Howr is the dress ezpensive?

&g geen in [31a) and (3Fa), the sukstitoticn of the po-infinitive adjectiwe
adjunct with wher results in unacceptakility, & po-infinitive adjective
adjunct cannct be questioned with niee The question word koos is used
te ask about & po-infinitive adjective adjionct like in (31k) and (326,

& po-infinitive adjective complement (s different from 8 po-infinitive
adjective adjunct in 8 cleft seotence, & csentence swith sn adjective
cotrpletnent  can be  paraphlrased inte & cleft sentence  with  the
ro-irfinitive s the focus,

(33} [tig to do the work that Johno is reads,
(34) [t is to stody akroad that MMary is eager
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& sentence with 8 po-infinitive adjective adjunct cannot be paraphrased
inte & cleft sentence in the satme way ss i 8 sentence with a

po-tfinitive adjective cotnpdement,

(36} [t ie to read that the bool i easy,
(36) [k is to buy that the dress is expensive,

Sentences (35) and (36) as paraphrases of (27 and (PB) respectively are
not acceptable, & sentence with a po-infinitive adjective adjunct can

ctily be paraphresed inte a cleft sentence in the Eolloswing way,

(37 [t ig to read the book that is easy
(3B) [t is to bov the dress that is expensive,

The Book in (37) and the dress in (38) are oot the sukjects o the
ther-clanses bob the objects of the verks sesd and Do respectively,

& po-infinitive  adjective complement is alse  different from A
po-nfinitive adjective adjunct in a pseodo-cleft sentence, & po-infinitive
adjective cotnplerment can appear in 8 peeado-cleft senkence,

(301 %What John is ceady is to do the work,
(40) What Iary is eager is to stody abroad,

& po-infinitive adjective adjunct, on the contrary, cannct ccour in a
peeudo—cleft sentence in the same wey as 8 po-ibfinitive adjective
cotrplermet,

(41} +#hat the book is easy is to cead,
(42) #What the dress is expensive is to buy,

Gimilar te [37) and (38), & po-infinitive adjective adjunct can only
appear in & pseudeo-cleft sentence when the NP kecomes the (synbackic)
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object of the veck like in (43) and (dd),

(43) 'What is easy is to cead the book,
(4d4) What is expensive is to buy the dress,

The book and phe dress afe the obiects of the verke recd and Do
respectively, and the ro-infinitive is the subject complement of the verk
be,

Ancther difference ketween 8 ro-infinitive adjpctive complement and a
po-tfinitive adiective adjonct is the equivalence of 8 po-infinitive to a
ro-infinitive subject, & ro-infinitive adjective adjunct is eguivelent to a
to-infinitive subiect,

(45) & The book 5 easy to read
b, To read the book is easy,

(46} @, The dress is exzpensive o boy,
b, To buy the dress is ezpensive

[ (dha) #o recd is o adjoock of the adjective ecsy while in (45R) zo
read the Dook (5 the sukject of the sentence swhere  eesy occurs
predicatively, [n (@6a), ro by is an adjunct of the adjective expensfoe
while in (U6k) ro boy the dress 5 the subject of the senfence where
expensipe oocurs predicatively,

& ro-infinitise adjective complement, on the contrary, cannot becote
the subject of a sentence,

(47) 8 Joho is ready to do the work
b, #To do the work is ready

(48 &, OBry s eager to stody abroad,
b, #To stody abread s eseer,

The vse of fo do the work i (4B and ro spudy ebeocd in (4BR) in the
subject position as & paraphrase of (470 and (4Bb) respectively results
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i ungra sk cality, 10

&  po-infinitive  adjective  cotplement is alse  different frem A
po-nfinitive adjective adjunct in the mesning & pgo-infinitive adiective
cotrpletnent  generally has an active mesning while 8 po-infinitive
adjective trnay have either an active of pagsive meaning of both an
active and pessive mesning, The difference in meaning can ke seen in
(2h) - (EB), which are rewtitten below as (48) (BE),

(49) Johno is ready to do the work,

(50 MBIy is eager to stody abooad,
(51} The kook iz easy to undecstard,
(52) The dress (5 expensive bo ko,

Sentence (400 and (507 have an active meaning, and (510 and (52) have
B pRSSLYE meaning, 2

The werhs do and spady have Johe and Mory respectively as the
gpecifiers, and the verke wnderspaond and bey have other NFs instead of
the book and the dress as their specifiers,

17 The ungreroreaticelite of (47k) and (4Bk) is due to B setnenbic eEreernent,
An  edjectwe which s-selects B fo-infinitive weck esx b5 comnplement  elso
s-gelects it specifier, (b line with Spees (1000), the ediechves rewdy in (47R)
ad emrer in (4BB) s-select fofw end Aoy 85 their specifiers respectivels, The
edjectives require e specifier which hes b [+horoen] fesbure, end fofn end Moy
hes#e the festure, Sentences (47k end (4Bk) sre not grerarnekicel beceose the
to-infinitive werks, which kecone the specifiers of resdy aod emeer, do not hese
the [+twrnen] festure,

&) [ relebion to the reening B fo-infinitive werk is seid to heve Bo
rnkignous mesning (Frovnkin end Hedrnen 10000, The éo-infinitive secks in Q)
and (i) mey beve Bn BcHYE of pESSIVE MERDINE

(i) The herse is reedy b ride,

(i) Ierv is epsw ko plesse,

Sentence (1) toeans either the heorse (5 reedy fof scroecte b ride of the horse is
ready to ride on the treck, end sentence (i) meens either it is essw b plesse
Ivbrw of IBrw hes oo problem in pleesing somebody, 7o Ade 0 0D 5 B
cotnplernent of regds B0 fo plesse i (D) is en edjunct of emsy
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4 Clause

The last kind of adjective cotplement snd adjunct (s 8 clause, The
cotplements  of the adjective swee in (53) and ofméd in (b)) are
thar-clanses,

(53) [ am sore that John will complete the work oo ke,
(5d) The children are afraid that the man mey cotme again,

Thar Jobn will complete the work on time and thor the sen oy Come
agiin function as adjective complernents, & phoe-clause which functions
s an adiective cotnpletnent iz different frotmn 8 phep-cloose  which
functions as an adjiective adjunct like in (54) and (5E3,

(BRY [t ig good that wou came on fme,
(BE) [t iz wise that John cancelled the trip

Thar wou come on time and thor Sobe concelfled the prip are adjective
adjuncts, & the-clanse adiective  adjonct iz different from &
tree-clause adjectlve complement o that 8 prop-clause adjective adjonct
can become the sobject in a peraphrase wheress 8 hee-claose adjective
complement canoof, Senfences (b)) and (5B) can ke paraphrased inko
(570 and (BE),

[R7) That wou came ob time is good,
(RBY That John cancelled the trip = wise,

centences (53] and (5d), on the confrary, cannot be paraphrased swith a
theer-clase as the subject,

(53 +That John will complete the work on time (s sure,
(60Y #+That the man may come again the children are afraid,
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Sentences [RO) and (B0) are oob acceptakle as paraphrases of £53) and
19

[t should ke noted bere that & paee-cleuse cen only become an
adjective adjunct when the sentence sobject is the intcodoctory & like in
(§6) and (5B}, "When the cubject has 8 semantic reference like in (Bla)
and (B2a), 8 shor-clause a5 an adiective adjunct dees oob ocour,

(61} & *John is good that he oever cotes late,
b, Joht s good in thet he never comes late,

(B2} @, *The test wes easy that all the stodents pessed it
b, The test was easy in that all the students pessed it

The classe should use fm e like in (Blb) and (B2k) to Buncticn as an
adjective adjunct.

& phap-clavse  adijective  complement 5 alse  different from a
ther-clagse adjective adjonct in a cleft sentence, & hep-claose adjective
cotrpletnent can be focosed inoa cleft sentence like in (B3) and (Bd),

(63 [t i that John will complete the work oo time that [ am sore,
(BdY [t iz that the man may come again that the children are afraid,

& thae-clanse adiective adjonct, on the contrary, cannot be focosed in a
clett sentence in the same way a5 a faer-clause adjective complement,

(B5) & [t i5 that wou came oo time that it 5 good,
b, [t is that won came oo bime thet 5 good,

(BEY & [t i5 that John cancelled the trip that it 5 wise,
b, [t is that Johno cancelled the trip that is wise,

[ the cleft sentences, as seen in (BRa) and (BBa) the intreduckory &
cannet be retained, The cleft sentences are only  acceptable if the
intreductery & is dropped like in (66R) and (BER),

& phep-clavse  adjective  complement and 8 phep-clavse  adjective
adjunct are also ditferent in that & rher-clavse adjective complement can



&diective Complernent and Adjective Adjonct Asvrmetries Bl

be questioned with gdher whereas a ehee-claose adjective adjunct cannot
be guestioned,

(6¥) &, [ am sure that Joho swill complete the work oo time,
b, What are wou suce of?

(6BY 8, The children are afraid that the men mey come again,
b, What are the children afraid of?

(BE) & [t is good that you came on Hme
b, +What 15 it goed?

(70 & [bis wise that Jobn cancelled the trig,
b, *¥What i5 it wise?

That John will complete his work on time in (67a) and that the man
tnay cotne again i (BBa) are the answers to (6YE) and (BEE)
respectively, The guesticns are acceptalle becavse they ask about an
elemment which the adjectives sure and afraid s-select, Unlike a
that-clause adiective complement, 8 that-claose adjective adjunct like in
(B9a) and (70a) cannct be guestioned in any wey,® Sentences (B9k) and
(70k) are unacceptable,

& prep-clanse  adjective complemment s oalse  different from oA
ter-clause adjective adjunct in a pseodo-cleft sentence,

(713 &, [ am afraid that wou drop the course,

b, What [ am afraid is that vou drop the course,
(T2} @, [tic bad that bBry sold her car,

b, #What it {5 bad is that bRy sold her car,

¢, What is bad is that &Bry sold ber car,

That vou drog the course it (71a) is the complement of oieid and the
genfence can be paraphrased inte (Flb) Thor Morw sofd her cor o

3 iGuestions (1) end (i) ere cormrnon guestions, kut the enswers boeo the
guestictis ere nob like (B8] end (708 kat like in (k) end ik,
i) e What is good?
b, Thet wou cetne of bime s gooed,
(i) e "What is wise?
kn Thet Jehn cencelled the trip (s wise,
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(7ea) i an adjunct, The peraphrace of (72a) is oot (786D buat (7Ec) The
gubject of the matriz clause of (722), # sheold ke dropped.

&An adjective can alse take an F-clause of whether—clouse as (s
cotrplermet,

(73) 8, John i5 oot sore iffwhether he can finish his work oo time
ol fok,
b, #John 5 not sure that ke can finish his work oo tioe,

&5 nop sure 5-SElechs A clavse with #fuhether the clavse (s certainly a
cotnplement of the adjiective, A5 a complement, an S%hether clouse can
uindergo the same syotactic processes as s phor-clagse,

(7d)  #[ffWhether be can finish his work on bime of oot is ook suce,
(7h) What is John oot sure?

&5 can be seen in (T4) and (76) the #FAmether—clause catnct becote
the subject of a sentence, bub it can be substituted sith e to form a
uES tor

An adiective cannot cccur with an #Ashether clavse as s adjunct,
but it may occur with 8 so-ther clause as an adjunct, Sentences in (76)
and (77 cotain 8 so-rhar adjective adjunct,

(76) Joho wes so tired that he could not sleep well
(771 The test was so difficult that only 8 few students pessed ir,

So and  fher Bunctioh as A compound  conjunckich and are  written
separately when they do ookt cccur with an adjective of an adveck,

(7Y John did oot cote to the meeting so thet he did oot koo the
decision,

(78} MEry hes bought 8 compoter so that she need oot work in the
compater lab anymore,

[ (76) and (79) so-phar forms clavses of resalt,
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5 Conclusion

&n adiective may take a PP, ro-infinitive verh, and claose both as its
cotrpletnent and adjonct, The difference  between s corplement  and
adjunct is important because a PP, go-lofinitive werk, and clavse which
function as 8 cotoplement show syobactic bebeviors which are different
fromn those which fonction as an adjunct, The NP in s PP owwhich
funckions as the compdement can be sukstiboted with who of ndoe o
formm & guestion and can becomne the focus in s cleft sentence while the
WNF in a PP which funchions as sn adjunct coannot &  po-nfinitive
adjective comglement can be sukstibated srith peker b0 Form 8 guestion
while 8 po-infinitive adjective  adjunct  cannot,  Fucthermore, &
po-itfinitive adjective complement can appear in e cleft and peeodo-clett
sertence while 8 go-infioitive adjective adjonct can only occur o oa
peeudo-cleft sentence when e also functions as the subject in &
gentence where the adjective is the sobject complement, [0 cottrast, a
po-itfinitive adiective adjonct can become the sabdect of & sentence
while 8 ro-infinitive adjective complement cannot, &  clavse  which
functichis as st adjonct can alse becotme the sokiect in & sentence
where the adjective 5 vsed predicatively while 8 claose which functions
s 8 complement caonct, Finally, & clause which fonctions as &
cotplemnent can ke substifuted with wehee to folm 8 question bab &
clanse which functions as o adjunck catnet

[in conclosion, a5 an adjective complerment and adjective adjooct show
different syntactic behaviors, & thoroogh discossion of adjective phrases
should  differentinte the two grammetical concepts, Only  with the
differentiation of the Ewo concepts  can the grammsticality  and
ungramtoaticality of adjiective phrases be explained,
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