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1. Introduction
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2. Optimality Theory Semantics

2.1. The Notion of Optimality

2.2. A Markedness Constraint: *FunctN
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2.3. A Faithfulness Constraint: FPL

t
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Table 1. No Plural Marking in Mandarin Chinese

̀ ̀ ̀ ́

̀ ̀ ̀ ́



Optimal Forms of Noun Phrases in Korean∣ 115

Table 2. Plural Marking in English
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Table 3. Unmarked Plural in English

2.4. A Faithfulness Constraint: FDEF
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3. An OT Analysis for Nominal Forms in Korean

3.1. Dual Forms of Definite NPs
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3.2. Dual Forms of Plural NPs
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3.3. The Optionality of a Classifier Phrase
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3.4. The Optimality of Definite Plural NPs



Optimal Forms of Noun Phrases in Korean∣ 123

t



124∣ Eun-Joo Kwak

Table 4. Unmarked Definite Plural in Korean
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3.5. The Optimality of Nonhuman Nouns
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4. Crosslinguistic Comparisons and Accounts for Optimal Forms
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5. Conclusion
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