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Choi,Jin-Sook.(2013).EarlyEFLLearners'LinguisticIdentityChange.TheLinguistic

AssociationofKoreaJournal,21(3),115-134.Thisstudysetsouttoinvestigatehowthe

primaryschoolstudents'senseoflinguisticidentityhaschangedsincethe2000

surveyinwhichearlyEnglishlearningraisedasuspicionofweakeningit.Asa

measuringfactoroflinguisticidentity,attitudestowardsmothertongue(Korean)

wasusedinthisstudy.Thequantitativequestionnairesurveywascarriedoutwith

128studentswhowerelearningEnglishatprimaryschools(ofthesameageand

sameschoolsasdonebefore).Forsupportingtheresultsofthequestionnairesurvey,

thequalitativefocusgroupinterviewwasconductedwith6primaryschoolstudents.

Asaresultofthequantitativesurvey,theparticipantsdidnotshow changesin

attitudestowardstheirmothertongueandownculturecomparedtothe2000

survey.Rather,theperceptionoftheirmothertongueasalinguisticidentityhad

beenstrengthenedinthesurvey.Thequalitativesurveyalsosupportedtheabove

resultsconfirmingthattheparticipantshadapositiveattitudetowardsKoreanand

Koreanculture.Therefore,thisstudysuggeststhatearlyEnglishlearningdoesnot

leadtosofteningthelearners'strongperceptionoftheirlanguage.
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I. Introduction 

AlltheKoreanprimaryschoolstudentsingrade3havebeenlearning

EnglishasacompulsorysubjectsinceMarch,1997.However,"thepolicythata

foreignlanguageshouldbecompulsoryatprimaryschoolscouldbeseenasone

ofthemostpowerfuldecisionsinthehistoryofKoreanschooleducation"(Choi,

2003,p.116).Itisduetothefactthatthegeneralpurposeoftheeducationin

*본 논문은 산대학교 교내연구비 지원으로 연구되었음.
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primaryschoolshadbeenaimedtoacquiremothertongueskills,enablingthe

studentstounderstandanduseKoreanlanguagecorrectlyingenerallife(KEDI,

1994).Nevertheless,thefollowing Korean governmentshaveshown more

positive attitudestowardsEnglish learning atthe primary schoollevel.

Especially,in2008,thegovernmentannouncedaplantodriveimmersion

English classes in primary schools in orderto overcome the previous

weaknessesinEnglisheducationandsuchaplanhasrecentlybeenreported

again(Yoon,2013).ThisimpliesthattheEnglisheducationpolicy,especiallyin

relationtoearlyEnglishlearning,hasbeenstrengthened.

However,therehasbeenawidelyheldsuspicionthatearlyEnglishlearning

can affecttheKorean children'ssenseoflinguisticidentitysinceEnglish

educationhasbeenintroducedintoprimaryschools.Infact,earlyEnglish

learninghashadanimpactonsocialchangesoverthelast12years:theincrease

ofthenumberofchildrenlearningEnglishinEnglish-speakingcountries,the

separationoffamiliesandtheriseofparents’burdenforEnglishprivatecollege

tuitionfeesintheKoreansociety(KoreanEducationalStatistics,2010;Choi,2004).

Choi's2000surveyresultsalsobroughtasuspicionofaweakeningsenseof

linguisticidentity,showingthattheparticipantspreferredEnglishtoKoreanand

putmorevalueinEnglishratherthanKorean.Inaddition,theresultsofthe

group interview in this research strengthened this suspicion that the

participants'strongsenseoflinguisticidentityhasbeensofteningduetothe

highexposureofEnglishandWesternculture.Furthermore,somestudies(Baker,

1993;Caldas&Caron-Caldas,1999;Cummins&Swain,1986)show theresult

thatearlylanguagelearningcanbeextendedtotheanxietythatitaffectsthe

linguisticidentity.Inotherwords,thepossiblelossoflinguisticidentitycanbe

consideredasoneofthepossibleconsequencesofearlyEnglishlearning.

Therefore,thisstudyaimsatidentifyinghowouryoungstudents'senseof

linguisticidentityhaschangedoverthelast12years.Forthepurposeofthe

study,bycomparingwiththepreviousresultsofthe2000surveyforthe

students'attitudestowardsKoreanlanguageandculture,theirperceptionof

linguisticidentitywasinvestigatedthroughquestionnairesurveys.Inorderto

establishvalidityandreliability,thequalitativefocusgroupinterviewswerealso

conductedinthisstudy.Sincetherehasbeensolittlerelevantresearchdealing

withlinguisticidentitychange,needlesstosay,theconcreteinformationor
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evidencefromthesurveycouldbeabasisforfurtherstrategiesinterrelatedwith

earlyEnglishlearners'linguisticidentityintheareaofsociolinguistics.Thisis

thejustificationofthisstudy.

II. Literature Review

1. Attitudes towards mother tongue as a measuring factor of linguistic identity

According to somestudies(Fasold,1984;Gardner,1985),languageand

identityarecloselyrelated.Althoughtherearemanydifferentargumentsabout

thedefinitionof'linguisticidentity','language'hasbeendealtas"anindexical

expressionthatreferstoasystem ofsymbolsandrulesfortheirusethatis

sharedbysomeuniquegroup"(Choi,2003,p.118).Therearetwofeaturesin

dealingwiththedefinitionof'linguisticidentity'insociolinguistics:subjective

andobjectivefeatures(Choi,2004).Inordertoprovideamoreholisticdefinition

oftheconceptof'linguisticidentity',itwouldbereasonabletocombineboth

objective and subjective approaches(Edwards,1985;Hoffmann,1991).The

subjectiveviewpointreferstogroupmembersfeelingthattheyareunitedor

belongingtoaparticulargroup.Theobjectiveviewpointmeanstangiblefeatures

allowingaquickcategorization.Therefore,theconceptof'linguisticidentity'can

bedefinedforthisstudy"asaknowledgeorself-awarenessofoneselfas

belongingtoKorea(subjectivefeatures),whichcanbecharacterizedashavingits

owntangiblemarkersuchastheKoreanlanguage(objectivefeatures)"(Choi,

2003,p.6)

Then,thequestionemergesonhowtoidentifywhetherlinguisticidentityis

erodedornot.Therewouldnotseemtobeavalidmeasurementforthechange

inlinguisticidentitybecausethebasicconceptoflinguisticidentityisderived

from aninternalpsychologicalstate.Nevertheless,ifwebelievethatexternal

behaviorsandattitudesreflectcognitiveprocessesonthebasisofamentalistic

view(Fasold,1984),wemightbeabletoapproachrelevantmeasuringfactorsin

awaythatacknowledgeslanguageandidentitycorrelations.Inordertoidentify

thelossoflinguisticidentity,thisstudyadoptstheapproachesofstudies

relating identity and language.We can draw these approaches outof
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sociolinguistic literature(e.g.,Bourhis,1997;Dorian,1994;Edwards,1985;

Hoffmann,1991;Sohrabi,1997;Trudgill&Tzavaras,1977;Winser,1998),social

psychologicalliterature(e.g.,Lambert,1987;Giles& Johnson,1987)andsocial

educationalliterature(e.g.,Caldas&Caron-Caldas,1999;Choi,2003).Fromthese

literatures,thefactorapplicabletothelossoflinguisticidentitycanbeemerged:

attitudestowardsmothertongue.Thismeanssimplythatchangesinattitudes

towardstheirownlanguage(mothertongue)canbethemostobviousindicator

ofachangeinlinguisticidentityandlinguisticbehaviors;ifpeoplearereluctant

toattachagreatimportancetotheirownlanguageorhavelowperceptionof

theirlanguage,itisassumedthattheyarelosingtheirlinguisticidentity.

2. Linguistic identity loss and maintenance

Thecasesoflinguisticidentitylossasaresultofattitudechangestowards

mothertonguehavebeenreportedinvariouscontexts.Especially,whenthe

mothertongueisthreatened,theattitudetowardsthemothertongueplaysa

crucialroleinmaintainingtheperceptionoflinguisticidentity.Forexample,

TrudgillandTzavaras(1977)foundthatArvanitikapeople'snegativeattitudesto

mothertongue,Arvanitika,resultedinthedeclineofitsusageandconsequently

perceptionsofthe importanceoflinguisticidentity had been weakened.

Accordingtotheresearchonlanguageattitudes,theirmothertonguehadbeen

decliningdramaticallyinuse,andsimultaneouslyshiftingtoGreek,afterGreek

hadappearedasapowerfullanguagepoliticallyandsocially.Itwasalso

revealedthatthemajorityofsampledgroupsdidnotshowinterestinlearning

theirlanguagewithlowself-confidenceintheirlanguageintermsoflanguage

usage,accordingly,theirhomogeneousArvanitikaculturehad slowlybeen

eroded.TrudgillandTzavaras(1977)concludedthat"weakperceptionofthe

usefulnessoftheirlanguageeventually led to theabandonmentoftheir

languageandthelossoftheirlong-heldidentity"(Choi,2004,p.139).Similarly,

Sohrabi(1997)conductedonimmigrantcontextshasconfirmedthatthesocial

contextsinwhichgroupmembersacquirenegativeattitudestowardstheir

mothertongueconstitutethemostimportantfactorinpredictinglinguistic

identityloss.

Incontrast,thereisevidencethatinQuebec,Canada,positiveattitudes,i.e.,
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confidenceintheFrenchlanguage,havecontributedtothemaintenanceof

linguisticidentity.Thisevidencehasbeenattractingtheattentionofmany

linguists.AccordingtoBourhis(1997),French-Canadiansconstitutethemajority

groupinQuebec(5million),whileEnglishisthedominantlanguageinNorth

America.ThespeakersofEnglishhavetakenhighersocio-economicpositions

andthusasubstantialnumberofFrenchspeakershavetriedtolearnEnglishfor

theirguaranteedfuture.However,theFrenchspeakersfeltthatthelearningof

EnglishbyincreasingnumbersofFrench-speakingQuebecoismightbringa

threattotheFrenchcultureandlanguage.PerceivingthatlearningEnglishis

likelytobesubtractivetotheirlinguisticidentity,theyfinallyappealedtothe

FederalParliamentforFrenchtoalsobelearntinschools.Asaresult,the

governmentdecidedtoalsoemphasizeFrenchandthuspassednewlegislation

tomakebothEnglishandFrenchtheofficialCanadianlanguagesinorderto

motivateadesiretostrengthentheFrenchlanguage.

Bourhis(1997)alsoreportsthat,asassimilationintoEnglishhasaccelerated

and English-speakingCanadianshaveshown discrimination againstFrench

Canadians,muchemphasishasbeenplacedonteachingFrenchinschoolsacross

Canada.TheFrench-speakingCanadians'reactionmayhavebeencausedbyan

expressionofstrongresistanceagainstEnglishcultureorjealousyofthesuperior

statusofEnglish.Whateverthereason,asaresult,itappearsthatFrench

remainstheusefuland prestigiousnorm in Quebec,asFrench-speaking

CanadiansconsiderFrenchas"asymboloftheunity,prestigeandvitalityof

Frenchcultureintheworld"(Bourhis,1997,p.313).Quebec'scaseindicatesthat

astrong positiveattitudetowardsone'scultureand mothertonguemay

contributetotheretentionofone'slinguisticidentity.

IfwemovetothecaseoftheCatalanlinguisticgroup,whoestablishedtheir

own languageclearly among otherminority nationsin Europe,wemay

understandthefactthatthehealthylinguisticidentityispossibleinthecase

wherepositiveattitudestowardsmothertongueexist.Infact,thecaseof

Cataloniahasbeendealtasaspecialcasebymanysociolinguistsbecausetheir

languagehassurvived,despitethepoliticalinfluenceofSpain(Hoffmann,1991).

AccordingtoHoffmann(1991),thesurvivaloftheirlanguagewasaffectedbythe

Catalanpeople'sattitudes:theyhavemaintainedastrong perceptionoftheir

languageandtheyalwayshavemadeaspecialefforttouseCatalan.For
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example,inordertochangetheirattitudesfrom negativetopositive,"the

languagepolicyhasbecometoemphasizetheuseofCatalaninadministration

and the media and gave institutionalsupportwith both linguisticand

curriculum reform ineducation"(Choi,2004,p.140).IfweseetheCatalonian

case,itisnowclearthatattitudestowardsKoreanlanguagewouldbeoneofthe

worthwhilemeasurestoverifytheweakenedperceptiontowardsmothertongue,

ifany.ThisisthereasonwhythecaseofCataloniaisreviewedhere.

IfweseethecurrentsocialphenomenonintheKoreansociety,asuspicion

oflinguisticidentityseemstobestrengthened.Theincreaseofthenumberof

KoreanchildrenlearningEnglishinEnglish-speakingcountriesisthefirstsign

ofEnglisheducationatprimaryschools.AccordingtotheKoreaneducational

statistics(2010),sinceEnglishlearninghasbeenintroducedintoprimaryschools

in1997,anaverageof35.2(per10,000)childrenfromelementaryschoollevelleft

SouthKoreain2008,nearly59timesthenumberin1997(0.7children).The

MinistryofEducationandScienceTechnologyannouncedtheresultofthe

researchforprivateeducationin2008,inwhichthetotalamountofprivate

educationwastwentytrillionninethousandbillionswon.Themonthlyprivate

educationtuitionfeeswere233,000wonperonestudentandtheexpenseof

Englishlearninghad alreadyexceeded17% oftheaveragefamilybudget,

especially,aftertheimmersioneducationasaresultofstrengtheningEnglish

publiceducation.Inthismood,itrevealedthatEnglishwordsweremisused

andfrequentlymixedwithKorean(Bae&Kim,2009).ExcessiveEnglishusecan

alsobeseen straightawayin manyareas(e.g.,advertising,TV programs,

newspapers,magazines,commercials,shopsignboards,films,fashions,pop

songsandevengeneralconversations)intheKoreansociety.Thishighdegreeof

exposuretoEnglishbringsasuspicion thatEnglishmaythreatenKorean

linguisticidentity.

Sofar,attitudestowardsthemothertongueindifferentsituationshavebeen

discussed.Whathasbeendemonstratedthroughoutisthatattitudestowards

mothertongueplay an importantrolein maintaining linguisticidentity.

Therefore,ifweneedtoinvestigatethelinguisticidentitylossormaintenance,

attitudestowardsmothertonguecanbeusedasitsmeasuringfactor.
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3. Early language learning and linguistic identity 

Therehasbeenadiscussionthatearlylanguagelearningcanaffectthe

learners' attitudes toward mother tongue, linguistic identity(Caldas &

Caron-Caldas,1999;Choi,2003;Cummins&Swain,1986;Edwards,1985;Kim,

2012;Lambert,1987;Miller,2000).Firstofall,itisworthwhilereviewing

Choi(2003)'sresearchwhichinvestigatedattitudestoKoreanlanguageamong

primaryschoolstudents.Accordingtoherstudy,theKoreanchildrenpreferred

EnglishtoKoreanandputmorevalueonEnglishratherthanKorean.Asa

result,theirattitudestowardsKoreanlanguagebroughtasuspicionthattheir

senseoflinguisticidentityhadbeenweakening.Whetherornotsuchfavourable

attitudestowardsEnglishandcomparablenegativeattitudestowardsKorean

mayleadtothesofteningoftheparticipants'strongperceptionwiththeir

languagewasnotclearinherstudy.However,accordingto Lambert's(1987)

study,thechildrenwhohadfavourableattitudestoEnglishandfluencyin

Englishshowedaweakperceptionoftheirmothertongue.Heviewedthe

children'sweakenedidentityasaresultofearlyEnglishuse.Cumminsand

Swain's(1986)studyalsosuggestslanguagelearningisdeeplyrelatedtothe

proficiencyinthemothertongueandpositiveattitudestowardsmothertongue,

i.e.,linguisticidentityshouldbeestablishedpriortosecond(orforeign)language

learningbecauseofcognitiveconfusionsbetweentwolanguages.Hereisanother

studyshowingthatEnglishlearningatearlyagecouldcontributetothelossof

linguisticidentity.Caldasand Caron-Caldas's(1999)studyprovidesreliable

evidencethatlanguagelearningatanearlyageiscloselyassociatedwith

linguisticidentity.Intheirqualitativestudyconductedwiththreebilingual

children,different languages and cultures motivated different linguistic

identities:theboywhoacquiredEnglishatprimaryschoolsidentifiedhimself

withaAmerican'andtwingirlswholearnedFrenchhadfeelingsandthoughts

of'French'.Accordingtothisstudy,languageenvironmentswerecrucialto

youngchildreninformingtheiridentityandsentiments.Miller's(2000)case

studyalsoconfirmsthelinkbetweenearlyEnglishuseandidentityformation.

Theparticipantswhowerehardlyassimilatedintothemainstream ofEnglish

useandEnglishculturemaintainedastrongsenseoflinguisticidentity.

However,Kim's(2012)recentstudyindicatesthatearlyEnglishlearningmay
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benotrelatedtothestudents'linguisticidentity.Sheinvestigatedtheimpactof

earlyEnglishlearningonlinguisticidentity,comparing50schoolswhereEnglish

educationwascarriedoutforyear1~2with50schoolswhereitwasnotdone.

Asaresult,whileearlyEnglishintroductionhadpositiveeffectsonthestudent's

motivationforlearningEnglish,itdidnotshowsignificanteffectsonlinguistic

identityamongprimaryschoolstudents.Ifthisstudyistakenasevidenceon

therelationbetweenearlyEnglishlearningandlinguisticidentity,itwouldbe

meaningfulto review Choi's(2011)study showing thedeclineofpositive

attitudestowardsEnglishamongprimaryschoolstudentsoverthepast14years.

TheiroriginalfavorableattitudestowardsEnglishformedinthefirstsurvey

clearlydeclinedinthesecondsurvey,whichdidnotchangeinthethirdsurvey.

Thisimpliesthattheirattitudesbecameneutral,andearlyEnglishlearningdid

notleadtofluencyinEnglish.Althoughtherewasanxietythattheoriginal

favourableattitudestowardsEnglishandcomparablenegativeattitudestowards

Koreanmayleadtothesofteningofthestudents'linguisticidentity,thecurrent

neutralattitudestowardsEnglishseem difficulttoexpectsignificanteffectsof

earlyEnglishlearningonlinguisticidentity.Sonow weareinapositionto

investigatehow theirlinguisticidentityhaschangedoverthelast12years

throughanempiricalinvestigation.

III. Method

1. Participants

Onehundred twenty-eightprimary schoolstudentsparticipated in the

quantitativequestionnairesurvey(70boysand58girls)andsixstudentsserved

asintervieweesforthequalitativesurvey,afocusgroupinterview(4boysand2

girls).Theprimaryschoolstudentswhoparticipatedinthesurveywereallin

years5-6fromthetwoschoolsinSeoulwherethefirstquestionnairesurveywas

conducted.AndtheyshouldhavebeenlearningEnglishintheschoolssince

year3forthepurposeofthisstudyaimingatidentifyingiftherehasbeenany

lossoflinguisticidentity.Intervieweeswhoparticipatedinthefocusgroup

interview wereyear6from thesameclassinthesameschoolinSeoul(fora
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No. Items

Q.1

Q.2

Q.3

Q.4

Q.5

Q.6

HowdoyoufeelabouttheKoreanlanguage?

HowimportantisKoreanlanguagetoyou?

Howuseful(valuable)isKoreanlanguagetoyou?

HowstronglydoyouperceiveKoreanlanguage(Hangul)asasymbol

ofKorea?

HowstronglydoyouagreethattheKoreanpeopleshouldspeakKorean?

How stronglydoyouagreethatallKoreansuseEnglishinsteadof

Korean?

comfortableinterview,thefamiliaritywitheachotherwasconsidered)andthey

involvedadifferentpopulationtoavoidanswerrepetitionandtoincrease

reliability.Sincethisstudywastoidentifyiftherewereanychangesinthe

youngstudents'linguisticidentity,alltheparticipantsshouldbeinthesameage

ofthesameschoolsasdoneinthe2000surveyforthevalidityofthestudy.

2. Questionnaire 

Thesurveyquestionnairesusedinthe2000surveyweredistributedtothe

participants.Thefirstsurveyquestionnairewasdesignedasaresultofareview

ofliterature (Bourhis,1997;Caldas& Caron-Caldas,1999;Dorian,1994;

Edwards,1985;Fasold,1984;GilesandJohnson,1987;Gardner,1985;Hoffmann,

1991;Sohrabi,1997;Trudgill&Tzavaras,1977;Winser,1998)andwasconducted

with170primaryschoolstudents.Forthereliabilityofthequestionnaire,the

initialandpilotsurveywereconductedwitheachagroupof30studentsand

theirresultswerecomparedforexaminingtheresponseconsistency.Inaddition,

revisions(e.g.,thenumberofquestionsand answerscaleconsidering the

participants' age) and elimination of contents(e.g., different meaning,

unanswerablequestionsand acquiescentanswers)werefollowed from the

resultsoftheinitialandpilotsurveyforestablishingthevalidity.Asaresult,

thequestionnairewasproducedasawayofelicitingtheparticipants'viewsand

perceptions concerning linguistic identity and answered on a five-point

Likert-type.ThequestionsareontheTableI

Table 1: Survey Questions
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Q.7

Q.8

Q.9

Q.10

WhenusingEnglish,how stronglydoyoufeelthatyoudonotlove

KoreawhentheyspeakEnglish?

WhenusingEnglish,how stronglydoyoufeelthatyouarenot

Korean?

HowproudofKoreanculturalhistoryandachievementareyou?

HowstronglydoyoufeelthatyouarehappywiththeirKoreanness?

3. Focus group interview

Thefocusgroupinterviewwascarriedoutwiththequestionsrelyingonthe

above questionnaire butincorporating into an in-depth survey ofthe

participants'linguisticidentity.Thereasonwhysixmemberswerechosenwas

becauseofthenecessityofobtainingreliabledata.Sixpeoplewithonefacilitator

mayassureasuccessfulgroupinterview(Choi,2007)andmaymakeitpossible

togaininsightfromtheparticipantsandtosupportthequantitativeresultwith

theconsistencyforthereliabilityofthegiven issue(DeVaus,1995).The

researcherconducted thefocusgroup interview in aclassroom in afree

atmosphereforaboutonehourandtherecordtapewasusedforthelater

analysis.StatisticsweredonewithSPSS(version16.0)computerprogram,and

thissurveywascarriedoutinJune,2012.

IV. Results and discussion

1. The questionnaire survey

Theresultsofthequestionnaireelicitingparticipants'attitudestowards

Koreanlanguagearegivenasfollows:

Table 2: Mean Scores in the Questionnaire  

FK PIK PUK PKS NKK UEK FNL FNK PKC HK

2000 4.00 4.05 4.10 3.89 3.52 3.35 2.72 2.34 4.12 3.75

2012 4.57 4.15 4.23 4.62 3.70 2.60 1.93 1.91 4.71 4.10

5pointscale;5='extremely'and1='notatall'
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FK:FeelingaboutKoreanLanguage

PIK:PerceivedimportanceofKorean

PUK:PerceivedusefulnessofKorean

PKS:PerceptionabouttheKoreanlanguageasasymbolofKorea

NKK:NecessityoftheKoreanlanguagefortheKoreanpeople

UEK:UseofEnglishinKoreainsteadofKorean

FNL:FeelingthattheydonotloveKoreanwhenusingEnglish

FNK:FeelingthattheyarenotKoreanwhenusingEnglish

PKC:PrideinKoreancultureandhistory

HK:Happinesswiththeir'Koreanness'

First,overallresultsofthe2012surveyshowstrongperceptionoflinguistic

identityasalmostalltheitems'scoresarehigherthanthe2000'ssurvey:In

comparisonwiththe2000'ssurveyresults,the2012'sresultsdirectedmore

positiveattitudestowardsKoreanandKoreanculture.Firstofall,abetter

feelingaboutKoreanwasallocatedtothecurrentsurveythanthe2000's,butit

demonstratedaveryhighdifferenceinmeanscoresbetweenthetwosurveys:

thecurrentsurveyshoweda0.57highermeanscorethan2000's.Furthermore,

as for the results regarding the perceived importance ofKorean(PIK),

predictably,theparticipantsalsogavealittlehigherrankonthe2012survey:

the2012surveyreceivedjust0.10moreinthemeanscorethanthe2000survey,

whichshowsalmosttheleastdifferencebetweenthetwosurveys.Inregardto

theperceivedusefulnessofthetwosurveys,therewasnotabigdifference

betweenthetwomeans:2000surveywas4.10and2012was4.23.

Moreinterestingly,themeanscoresconcerningtheperceptionaboutthe

KoreanlanguageasasymbolofKorea(PKS)indicatethattheparticipantsdid

perceiveKoreanlanguagetobemuchhigherinthecurrentsurveycomparedto

the2000survey,witha4.62:3.89ratioforthecurrentsurvey'sasagainstthe

2000's.ThismeansthattheparticipantsmayfeeltheKoreanlanguageasa

symbolofKoreamorestronglythanbeforeasthemeanscorehasincreased

showingabigdifferencebetweenthetwosurveys.Eventhoughtheyhavebeen

exposedtoEnglishintheirclassesorprivatecolleges,theirperceptionhasbeen

strengthenedtowardstheirmothertongue,whichismeaningfulinthisresearch.

Furthermore,NKK(NecessityoftheKoreanlanguagefortheKoreanpeople)

receivedacomparativelylowagreement(M=3.52)inthe2000survey,whichwas

oneoftheinterestingresultsbecausethemajorityoftheparticipantsexpressed
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theimportanceofKoreanlanguageandwereproudoftheirculture.However,

the2012survey'smeanscoresfornecessityoftheKoreanlanguageforKorean

showedmoreinterestingresults:althoughthe2012meanscore(M=3.70)wasa

littlehigherthanthe2000survey(M=3.52),whencomparedwithotheritems

eliciting the participants'linguistic identity by attitudestowards Korean

language(FK=4.57,PIK=4.15,PUK=4.23,PKS=4.62,PKC=4.71,HK=4.10),this

item'smeanscorewasmuchlower.Thisimpliesthattheparticipantsdonot

seem toinsiststronglyonKoreanfortheirKoreanidentity.Ifthisresultis

consideredintheview oftheperceptiontowardstheKoreanlanguageasa

symbolicfunction,thecommunicativefunctionoftheKoreanlanguageisnot

stronglysuggestedamongtheparticipants.Inotherwords,evidencethatthe

communicativeandsymbolicfunctionoftheKoreanlanguagecanbeseparated

isalsoavailable,whichmaydrawfurtherdiscussionsinfurtherresearch.

ThemostnoticeableresultsareregardingtheuseofEnglishinKoreainstead

ofKorean(UEK).Inthe2000survey,theparticipantsagreedwiththeuseof

EnglishinKoreawithameanscoreof3.35.However,inthecurrentsurvey,

theyshowedmuchmorenegativeattitudestowardtheuseofEnglishinsteadof

KoreaninKoreawiththemeanscore2.60.Infact,thisresultisinconflictwith

theresultsofNKK(NecessityoftheKoreanlanguagefortheKoreanpeople)

becausetheparticipantsdidnotinsiststronglyinusingKorean.However,this

low meanscore(2.60)meanstheyalsodonotinsiststronglyinusingEnglish,

whichimpliestheyareinthemiddleofattitudesinusingbothEnglishandthe

Koreanlanguage

WithregardtoFNL(feelingthattheydonotloveKoreanwhenusing

English)andFNK(feelingthattheyarenotKoreanwhenusingEnglish)which

weredesignedtoinvestigatethestudents'awarenessoftheirlinguisticidentity

whenusingEnglishinlanguagelearningsettings.Ifweseetheaboveresults,

theparticipantsdidnotagreestronglyontheexclusiveuseofKorean(however,

theyalsodidnotagreestronglytheuseofEnglishinKorea),andthroughthis

factorwemightexpectthattheparticipantsdonotfeelawarenessorhavea

loweranxietyinusingEnglish.Asweexpected,bothquestionsoccupiedthe

middlerangewithameanof2.72forFNLand2.34forFNKrespectivelyinthe

2000survey.Moresurprisingly,the2012surveyshowedloweranxietyinusing

Englishwithameanof1.93forFNLand1.91forFNKthanthe2000survey.
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Theseresultsimplythattheywerenotmuchawareoflinguisticidentityloss

whenusingEnglishandEnglishusedidnotreallyaffecttheirperceptionof

linguisticidentity.

Lastly,ascanbeseeninTable1,PKC(PrideinKoreancultureandhistory)

receivedthehighestmeanscore(M=4.12)amongalltheitemsintheprevious

survey.Inthecurrentsurvey,italsorankedthehighest(M=4.71)inthemean

scoreofalltheitems.ThisimpliesthattheprideinKoreancultureandhistory

hasbeenstrengthenedwiththeirhappinessfortheir'Koreanness'andthey

mightfeeltheimportanceoftheiridentityandthusputmorevalueontheir

mothertongue.Ifthepurposeofthisstudywastoidentifywhethertherehas

beenachangeintheattitudestowardstheKoreanlanguage,nowweclearlysee

thattheirperceptionoflinguisticidentityhasbeenstrengthenedalthoughthe

degreeofexposuretoEnglishhasbeenincreasedinEnglishlearningsettings.It

isbecausewhentheresultsofthetwosurveyswerecompared,mostmean

scoresinthecurrentsurveyshowedhigherscoresthanthe2000survey.

2. The focus group interview

2.1.AttitudestowardsEnglish

ThefocusgroupinterviewsalsoincludedattitudestowardstheKorean

language,whichwerebasedonthequestionnaireusedforthequantitative

survey.Theinterviewbeganbyaskingabouttheinterviewees'attitudestowards

English(alltheparticipantshavebeenlearningEnglishsinceprimaryschoolyear

3andhavebeenexposedtoEnglishafterschoolsatleastmorethan2hoursat

privatecolleges).Asaresultoftheanalysis,alltheparticipantsshowedclearly

positiveattitudestowardlearningEnglishwhentheattitudestowardEnglish

(includinginterestinEnglishanddesiretolearnEnglish)wereexploredbythe

researcher.

“English skills are necessary when we geta job.Ifwe speak

Englishfluentlyataninterview,we'llhavemoreopportunitiestobe

successfuland willbe able to receive a good salary from the

companies”(IntervieweeA)
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“Iam reallyinterested in foreign movies.IfIspeakEnglish very

well,Imightbeabletocommunicatewithmoviestars”(IntervieweeB)

“Ifpossible,IreallywanttobecompetentandfluentinEnglish.Ithink,

ifsomeonespeaksEnglishverywell,he/shelooksverysmartand

intelligent”(IntervieweeC)

“MymotherpushedmetolearnEnglishbecausethehighscoresat

Englishskillsenablemetoenteragooduniversity.”(IntervieweeD)

“IfIacquireEnglishskills,itwillbeeasyformetogetahighscoreat

theuniversityentranceexamination.”(IntervieweeE)

ThesecommentsshowanacknowledgmentofthefunctionalsideofEnglish

andrefertoactuallyusingthelanguageforcommunication.Therewereprimary

schoolstudentswhowerenotawareoftheadvantageofusingEnglishinthe

businessfield,howevertheirattitudestowardsEnglishmighthavebeenalready

socialized.ThesefavorableattitudestowardEnglishinthecurrentinterviewis

clearlyrelatedtotheirperceptionoftheusefulnessofEnglish,whichwasthe

exactsameresponseasthe2000survey's.Thatis,inthiscomparisonstudy,their

attitudestowardEnglishdidnotchange.

2.2.AttitudestowardsKorean

Thenhow abouttheattitudestowardtheKoreanlanguagethatareclosely

relatedtotheirlinguisticidentity.TheattitudestowardtheKoreanlanguage

elicitingtheirsenseoflinguisticidentitywereevaluatedbythequestionsand

theresultsconfirmedthattheyhadastrongperceptionoftheKoreanlanguage.

Forexample,whentheparticipantswereaskedabouthowstronglytheyfeelthe

KoreanlanguageasasymbolofKorea,therewasanobviousagreementwith

thisquestion.

“KoreanidentitywouldbethreatenedbyEnglishiflearningEnglish

createsagreaterchangeinourattitudesincomparisonwiththepast.But



Early EFL Learners  Linguistic Identity Change∣ 129

IthinkmyattitudestowardKoreanhavenotchangedinspiteofthehigh

exposuretoEnglish”(IntervieweeB,whohad lived in an English

speakingcountryfor2years)

“EnglishusewillnotbeabletochangethehomogeneousKoreanculture

andlanguageaslongaswehavehighconfidenceinourKoreanidentity,

andsuchourattitudeswouldprobablylessensomepeople'sserious

concernaboutloosingourKoreanlinguisticidentity”(IntervieweeD)

Themajorityoftheparticipantsexpressedthefeelingthattheywerevery

proudoftheKoreanlanguageandthoughtstronglyoftheKoreanlanguageas

asymbolofKorea.Thisresultisalsonotmuchdifferentcomparedwiththe

previoussurvey.

2.3.TheuseofEnglishinKoreainsteadofKorean

ThenextissuewastheuseofEnglishinKoreainsteadofKorean.Whenthe

questionwasasked,theirfacialexpressionswerealittleseriousandreactions

abouttheuseofEnglishshowedclearlynegativeattitudestowardsspeaking

Englishinanormallifeandevenintheschool.Andtheirdisagreementwithit

seemstobebasedontheirperceptionthattheyarenotreadytospeakEnglish

ratherthantheyinsisttheirlanguagetomaintaintheirlinguisticidentity.Their

thoughtfulcommentswerepresentedasthefollowing.

“Wewanttouseourownlanguage.Wedon'twanttosacrificeourselves

foraforeign languagethatismerely oneoftheacademicskills”

(IntervieweeF)

“EnglishisonlyatooltogetajobandKoreanisasymbolofKorea.We

needtodistinguishthetwolanguages'roleintheKoreansociety.Schools

wouldratherstrengthentheprogramsforimprovingEnglishskillsofthe

students.Atthesametime,programsrelatedtoKoreanhistoryand

Koreancultureshouldalsobestrengthened”(IntervieweeB)

Inshort,whentheir'realattitudes'towardsKoreanlanguagewererevealed

inaccordancewiththequestion,therangeoftheiranswerstotherelevant
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questionsdidnotvarygreatly.Thenoticeablethingwasthattheywereonly

year6ofprimaryschoolstudents,buttheirthoughtsandcommentswere

considerablymorematurethantheresearcherhadexpected.

2.4.Anxietyaboutlosingtheirlinguisticidentity

Whenthequestion aboutwhethertheyfeelanxietyaboutlosingtheir

linguisticidentitywhenspeakingEnglishwasgiven,theiranswerswerethat

theyhardlyfelttheirlinguisticidentitywasbeinglostbecausetheydidnotuse

EnglishverymuchandstillfeltuncomfortablewithEnglish.

OnemalestudentwhospokeEnglishfluentlycommentedthefollowing,

whichcanbeextendedtoananxietythatlanguagelearningatanearlyageis

associatedwithlinguisticidentity.However,ashegrewolder,heshowedfirm

foundationsofnon-anxietyonspeakingEnglish.

“IstartedlearningEnglishearlyandmyparentshaveforcedmetospeak

Englishathomeorinpublicorinanyotherprivateplaces.WhenIwas

veryyoung,IthoughtIwasnotKoreanwhenusingEnglish.ButnowI

thinktheexposuretoEnglishthroughparentalsupportwasquitelucky

formeasEnglishisrequiredinthecurrentworld.AndIdon'tfeelthat

I'm loosingsomethingimportantforme,likemylinguisticidentity,

becausespeakingEnglish istoprovideopportunitiestounderstand

anotherculture.ThatisallIfeel”(IntervieweeA)

Inanattempttounderstandthepossibilityoflinguisticidentityloss,the

question:"doyoureallythinktheuseofEnglishaffectsKoreanlinguistic

identity?"wasgiventotheparticipants.However,generallyspeaking,their

attitudesreflectedthefirm willingnesstoremainKoreanbecausetheyare

Korean.Forexample,mostparticipantsdeniedthatEnglishuseaffectedtheir

linguisticidentitybecausetheydidnotuseEnglishverymuchasalready

mentionedabove.

“IamnotsureifweuseEnglishfreelyinanormallife.ButnowEnglish

usedoesn'tworkasaaffectivefactortothelossoflinguisticidentity.I
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don'tuseEnglishatallexceptintheclass”(IntervieweeE)

Inotherwords,theywerenotasfluentinEnglishastoaffecttheirlinguistic

identity.However,oneoftheparticipantsacceptedtheideathatEnglishusecan

affectthelinguisticidentity,asexpressedasthefollowing.

“Totellthetruth,sometimesIfeellikenon-Korean,butlikeaforeigner

whenIuseEnglish.Iam proudofmyselfandfeelverycompetent

amongclassroom mates,whichmakesmesohappy.IfIwasreborn,I

wouldpreferEnglish-speakingcountriesbecauseImightnotneedto

learnEnglish.”(IntervieweeC)

Thesecommentsleftthepossibilitythattheanxietyaboutloosinglinguistic

identitycanincreaseiftheyspeakEnglishfluently.However,theywerenotas

fluentin English asto affecttheirlinguisticidentity.Summarizing the

participants'profoundcommentsonthisissue,theyhardlyusedEnglishoutside

theclassroom,eventhoughtheparticipantshavebeenexposedtoEnglishin

schools,privatecollegesand/orsomeplaces.Therefore,theirperceptionoftheir

linguisticidentitycouldnotbeweakened,confirmingthatthestrongperception

oflinguisticidentitymightbethreatenedonlywhenEnglishproficiencyishigh.

V. Conclusion

Thisstudyhasfocusedonwhethertheprimaryschoolstudents'senseof

linguisticidentityhaschangedoverthelast12years.Asameasuringfactorof

theloss,attitudestowardtheKoreanlanguagewasusedinthisstudy.The

conclusiondrawnfromthequantitativesurveyisthattheparticipants'senseof

linguisticidentityhasbeenstrengthened:themeanscoresofalltheitems

elicitingtheperceptionoftheirlanguageshowedmorehigherscoresthanthe

2000survey.Incontrast,theiranxietyaboutlinguisticidentitylosswhenusing

Englishwasweakened.Lookingattheresultsofthequalitativesurvey(thefocus

groupinterview),theparticipantsstillhadafavorableattitudetowardsEnglish,

butthemostcommonideaexpressedbytheparticipantswasthatEnglishwas
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apracticalandusefullanguagefortheirjobandfuture.Furthermore,theyhad

astrongperceptionoftheKoreanlanguageasasymbolofKorea,high

confidenceinKoreanidentityanddisagreementwithusingEnglishinsteadof

Korean.Sincetheparticipantshardlyfeltthattheirlinguisticidentitywasbeing

lost,itisdifficulttosaythatearlyEnglishlearningdidaffecttheirperceptionof

theKoreanlanguage,whichsupportedthequantitativequestionnairesurvey.

Therefore,thisstudycarefullyconcludesthattheprimaryschoolstudents'sense

oflinguisticidentityhasnotchangedcomparedtothe2000survey,andthe

resultssuggestthatrather,theirlinguisticidentityhasbeenstrengthenedover

thelast12years.

Theremightbeanumberofreasonswhytheirperceptionoflinguistic

identityhasbeenstrengthened.Itseemsmainlyduetothefactthattheywere

grownlearningthatperceivingtheirownlanguageasmuchaspossiblewas

importantandlinguisticidentitycanbethreatenedasaresultofearlyEnglish

learning,soconsequentlytheytriedtokeeptheirheritageandpride.Inthis

view,early English learning awoke them from abandonmentofKorean

language.Anotherreasoncanbeduetotherecent'Koreatrend'whichhasbeen

spreadingtomanyoverseascountriesthroughKoreansongs,movies,dramas

andetc.,.Koreaisalargelyhomogeneousandmonolingualsociety.Therefore,

early English learning mightnotsignificantly alterthe Korean language

affiliationsthatissodeeplyrootedinsuchalargehomogeneoussociety.

AlthoughthedegreeofEnglishuseincreasedinKoreaasaresultofEnglish

prestige,thelossoflinguisticidentityseemstobedifficult.Therefore,itis

suggestedheretobroadenthebaseofresearchinthisareatoincludethe

relationshipbetweenthedegreeofEnglishuseandtheperceptionoflinguistic

identityintheKoreansituationinthenextstudy.
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