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Lee, Heedoo. 2006. Diachronic Study on the Opacity of Umlaut in
Korean. The Linguistic Association of Korea Journal, 14(3), 137-154.
Discourse marker ' 1’ was frequently used to reduce the distance between
a speaker and a hearer so that the discourse efficiency was increased. This
marker was developed from a subject marker ‘1’ by way of
grammaticalization at the time of Middle Korean and then its status was
changed to a latent vowel. If this marker was affiliated to the end of the
noun stems which had a vowel at final position, the final vowel of this
noun was changed to a falling diphthong owing to the vowel system at
that time. Historically the falling diphthongs were monophthongized at the
time of about 18C in Modern Korean so that the vowel system was
drastically changed to the vertical system and then become to have front
vowels. The modern dialectal variant as ‘BFl’(#5), ‘X of’ (), “Yel’ (), ‘Al
WEF), ‘A'(K) etc were formed by the above historical process
diachronically. Nowadays these variants have become to have front vowel
forms so that the opacity of Umlaut has emerged.

Key Words: Umlaut, opacity, diachronic change, monophthongized
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